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¥ Could I start by going back to that extraordinary
moment a fortnight ago when you know that you
had got Bin Laden. This was not simply presumably
another difficult decision. As an American, never
mind as president, there was something personal
about it.

[ Well, there is. If you have met with families who
lost loved ones on 911—if you think about what an
extraordinary trauma” it was for the country as a
whole, the sacrifices that had been made by troops
—not only from the United States but also from
Great Britain and other members—in Afghanistan
and you think that all traces back to this maniacal®
action by al-Qaeda. For us, to be able to say
unequivocally@ that the mastermind® behind that
event had been removed was a powerful moment.
And you could see it in the reactions here in the
United States. And certainly, that’s something that
I felt very personally. I also felt just great gratitude
for the extraordinary performance of the team.
Because any time you send any kind of men and
women in uniform into battle your biggest concern
is whether they're going to come back. And for
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them to have been able to perform this without
casualties was extraordinary.

8 It was also an extraordinary gamble, as you
yourself have said, because your troops could have
ended up shooting at Pakistani troops had things
gone wrong. And however difficult relations are
with Pakistan at the moment, they could have been
an awful lot worse by that.

[ It could have gone worse. Part of the reason
that I was able to take that calculated risk” was
an awareness of how well they prepared. We had
staked out® what the compound was like. It was set
back from® a large portion of the neighbourhood
there. We felt that we could get in and out
relatively quickly. But there is no doubt that that
was as long a 40 minutes as I care to experience
during my presidency.

I8 Absolutely. And although the phrase was kill or
capture, realistically in a dark place with bullets
flying around, he was always going to be killed,
wasn’t he?

[ Well the, as you said, the instruction was kill
or capture. Understanding that when you send
our guys into a compound like that in the pitch@
of night, on a moonless night, without knowing
whether somebody has a bomb strapped to them,
what kinds of weapons they have access to, that
their number one instruction was to come out
safely as well as perform the mission. And I think
they did so in an extraordinary fashion® . The fact
that the vast majority of people on the compound
were able to avoid any serious injury was a
testament® to their professionalism®,

I8 What would he have had to do to be captured?
[ Well, I, you know, I don’t want to go into
the details of the operation. I will say that, you
know, we went in, understanding this was an
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extraordinarily difficult mission with a whole
Reporter of unknowns. The guys who went in
performed their mission with precision. Their
instructions were to keep to a minimum collateral
damage. That’s part of the reason why we in fact chose
this group. But beyond® that, all I'll say is that when I
got a full report of how they performed I marvelled at
the extraordinary work that they had done.

Because it would presumably have been very
difficult for America to take this man and put him
on trial with all the hullabaloo® of attorneys and
PRY characters, and the interrogation® and so
forth. It would have been a difficult thing to do.
That wasn’t our number-one consideration.

¥ Can I turn to Pakistan itself? Do you now have
any clear understanding of the level at which
Pakistani officials or others knew about Bin Laden
being there?

B We don’t. What we know is that for him to
have been there for five or six years probably
required some sort of support external to the
compound. Whether that was non-governmental,
governmental, a broad network, or a handful®
of individuals, those are all things that we are
investigating, but we’re also asking the Pakistanis
to investigate.You know, obviously, the Pakistanis I
think are troubled by this event. Either the fact that
Bin Laden was there without anybody knowing
about it. Or that some might have known. And I
think it’s incumbent on® them to investigate this
thoroughly and take it very seriously, and we’re in
close consultation with them at this point in terms
of how we move forward.Not only in investigating
what happened in Abbottabad, but also to get our
relationship on a firm enough footing” so that the
terrorist threat that’s directed as much at Pakistan
as it is at us starts to erode. And that’s going
to require co-operation and a building of trust.
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