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FOREWORD

Military Museum of the Chinese People's Revolution is the sole large-scale
and comprehensive military history museum in China. The inscriptions on the
horizontal inscribed board above the entrance of the museum was written by
Chairman Mao. The museum assumes the duty of collecting, researching and
exhibiting China's 5,000-year military history. Since its foundation in 1959,
the Museum, with its rich cultural relics, historical documents, precious artis-
tic works, and its direct appealing exhibition form to the public, has won both
the national and worldwide acclaim and admiration.

The museum has spared no efforts in collection, research and exhibition of
oil paintings, sculptures, Chinese traditional paintings and calligraphy works
with military themes, which has played a major role in spreading the knowl-
edge of military history to the general public. The collection of more than 200
oil paintings in the museum plays one of the important auxiliary functions in
displaying China's 5,000-year military history and the glorious path of the
PLA. Most of the oil paintings are masterpieces done by accomplished masters.
These works, which reflect our country's military history and revolutionary
struggle history, give wide publicity and educate people, and are also of great
artistic value. Works such as "Gutian Congress", "Party Branches are formed
in Companies", "The Red Army is crossing the snow-capped mountains" and
"The Red Army fears not the trials of the Long March" have become the clas-
sics of oil paintings in our country and occupy a significant place in modern
art history.

Some of the oil paintings collected in this album have been exhibited in
various shows held by our museum, while some others are new to the readers.
Hence the album is not only an extension of the exhibition in Military Mu-
seum of Chinese People's Revolution, but also a rare edition for study, re-
search and appreciation of oil paintings. It attains high artistic level and has
collectable worth.

Yuan Wei
Major General and Senior Research Fellow

Head of the Military Museum of the
Chinese People's Revolution
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