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Abstract

This dissertation attempts to administer a completely new re-
evaluation of Shen Bao as a commercial newspaper at its early stage
from a perspective of its connection with the municipality, the
prohibition storm it underwent at its newly-established stage, and
the reinterpretation of its characteristic style.

The reports of Shen Bao for the Husi case and the Xu Rengui
case aroused the municipalities’ indignations and resulted in
deteriorating the relations between the newspaper and the
municipality. The Husi case is one of the earliest cases reported by
Shen Bao which connected the newspaper with the authority, home
with abroad. In this case Shen Bao created a precedent for
newspapers commentary on the authority affairs. The Xu Rengui
case is just a civil case but because of Shanghai magistrate’s cruel
torture it caused an uproar among Westerners. On the strength of
Shen Bao the Xu Rengui case became an epitome of the conflicts
between the Oriental and Western values. It depicted the western
concepts had been approved by the Chinese traditional journalists
through Shen Bao’s considerable change of its attitude for the Xu
Rengui case before and after.

The Yang Yuelou case was also a civil case but later evolved
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into a sensational event just because it involved adultery, Wei Nv's
home town, Shanghai magistrate’s native place, and Shen Bao’s
successive reports and its attitude. To a large extent Yang Yuelou
case was a revelation of the cultural conflicts among different parts
in China. After the Yang Yuelou case, the relation between Shen
Bao and the municipality deteriorated entirely,

The Yang Naiwu case was closely followed by the Yang Yuelou
case. In light of Shen Bao’s concentration on the case, it brought
the current malpractice of the interrogation system during the Qing
dynasty to light. It stated that we could not attribute all the
successive wrong verdicts to the officials but could attribute to the
system itself. By means of the reports, Shen Bao acquired a
prominent influence in communicating, Due to the case Shen Bao
went deep into the mass, and at the same time, aroused deep hatred
for it among the officials in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces.

Just as the saying says “it is not unique that but has its
counterpart”, during the course of the reports of Xinjiang, Shen
Bao involved the dispute about the importance of maritime and
frontier defense between Li Hongzhang and Zuo Zongtang. Its
opinion was disproved by the court official, Zuo Zongtang and got
into a trouble encircled by the enemy.

Shen Bao is a model of Western newspaper which was deeply
rooted in the mass during the late Qing dynasty. Its success is
attributed to the localization of its context. At its early stage Shen

Bao could be approved by the folk mainly due to its reports
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although it did not accord with the Western standards. It must be
recognized that this is an unavoidable phrase for a foreign
newspaper which wished to be accepted by the Chinese folk.

The reason why Shen Bao was not forced to close down when it
deeply involved into the official affairs is that the boss of the
newspaper was a foreigner and it had a special Concession
background. Through this Shen Bao was offered a good situation
and could be free from the ban.

We can conclude from this dissertation that Shen Bao had
deviated from the established norm as a pure commercial newspaper
as a result of its involvement in the government affairs, As a
window for the Chinese people to get a better understanding of
society, country and the world, Shken Bao played a pioneering role

especially in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces in the 1870s and 1880s.
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