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About the Book

This book analyzes the major characteristics of the American political
blogosphere and its interaction with traditional media and politicians in the United
States. In particular it examines the relevance of the criteria of an ideal public sphere
proposed by Jiirgen Habermas.

The book reveals that the American political blogosphere has great potential in
building grassroots democracy, due to its self-publishing function, its interactive and
grassroots nature, its comprehensive coverage of American political issues. Indicative
historical cases show the successful participation of the bloggers in American political
arena. However, the book also suggests some factors which undermine the promise of
an ideal public sphere, e. g. , the domination of male political bloggers, the partisan
polarization of the American political blogosphere, the intrusion of advertisements,
the growth of politician blogs as campaigning tools, and the interwoven relations
involving bloggers with traditional media and political players. Though rising as a
potentially revolutionary force from the margins, American political blogging has now

entered the mainstream and been incorporated into the existing political system.
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