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Abstract

The inscription on the earliest known piece of Tang-
Dynasty bronzeware, the Thanh Mai Bell (la cloche de Thanh
Mai), contains valuable information regarding of 8th-9th Century
Northern Vietnamese history.

The Bell inscription includes the names of 248 donors
across 32 surnames. According to the distribution of surnames and
an analysis to their possible correlations of regional clans, the Bell
inscription is presented as a piece of evidence that could relate to
historical accounts and geographical locations concerning the Du
clan and their respective regions of control.

The proportion of female names included in the Bell
inscription suggests that female participation in socio-economic
activities had become significant at the time, which is clearly
distinct from the inland provinces of the Tang Dynasty. The active
role of women in society is a social phenomenon that should not
be overlooked.

The Bell inscription also provides critical information
regarding the change and function of the fubing system after
the Tianbao Era. The fact that Vietnamese individuals were able
to receive many core provincial fubing appointments suggest
that the fubing system was defunct in Tang China, for the Tang
government was using these under-drafted and unstaffed fubing
appointments to integrate local clans and their conscript forces
and to quell regional dissent.

While the content of the Bell inscription is a vivid
specification of its Vietnamese context, it also provides a
tertium quid perspective for studying Tang Dynasty history in
the Zhenyuan Era, exhibiting intricate political, economic, and
social (a)symmetries between Vietnam and China during the Tang
Dynasty.
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