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Foreword

often face. On the one hand, they advocate “no dependence upon letters and
words” while on the other hand, they have to write quotations to expound their
enlightenment, though often in a mystic and an oblong way. But I must confess
that my notes are nothing but echoes of the views of the experts on poetics. Yet,
I still hope that they could be of some help to the readers, or at least, serve as
food for thought.

My sincere thanks are due to Shanghai Jiaotong University Press; without their
acknowledgement and support, there would be no possibility for my book to
see the light.

Iam deeply indebted to the calligraphers and painters of the Calligraphy Teaching
Association of Shanghai universities and Shanghai Penglai Calligraphy and
Painting Institute. In view of this, the present book can be said to be a fruit of
the joint efforts among editors, calligraphers, painters and translator.

The Translator
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Written Impromptu on a Spring Day

To a fence, bright peach and apricot blossoms incline,
Decorating the petty official’s house neat and fine.*
Why was the east wind so ruthless and intolerant?

It broke sprays of flowers and drove the oriole benign.

|
|
|

xIn the second year of the reign e

of Chunhua of Emperor Taizong //'/
(AD 991), Wang was - *T

/

/

P
ay b;
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/

demoted from Kaifeng to (
Shangzhou ( in the east ' ﬁ
of todays Shang County T
of Shaanxi Province) to

4
serve as a lieutenant in an \ % ‘% -
army training corps — a |\ /? A é}

A &

B0

A
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nominal post, often given to
a relegated official in the Song

Dynasty. The poem gives vent to %
\

RE2R

the author s grievances over his
demotion. In a broad sense, this
poem is a protest against an evil &
force ruining beautiful things. |
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A Breath of Coolness *

Tall and leafy phoenix trees interlined with secluded bamboos,
The summer days are long, with few chirps of young swallows.
I sit alone in a riverside pavilion, catching sleevefuls of wind,
Indeed, the scene is most soothing when a cool air flows.

*Kou Zhun once served as premier and advocated staunch resistance against
the Liao invaders. Of his poetry, the quatrains are highly acclaimed for their
fluidity, beauty, delicacy and an airy quality. This poem, through the weav-
ing together of tall phoenix trees, secluded bamboos, water-side pavilion and
gentle breeze, presents a quiet, long summer day for the soothing of both the
reader s body and soul.




