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UNIT ONE CHILDREN’S EDUCATION

Section One

Part One
Long time ago, children had a different way of life. They didn’ t need to attend
schools because the experience of their daily lives gave them enough education to survive

during that less complex period of time.

School was not necessary because their parents could teach them almost everything
they needed to know. The basic survival skills for children to learn were how to feed
themselves, and how to grow food durmg (hat: period. So, going hungry and finding
sufficient food were the two main problems for early people. Slowly, however, life be-
came more complex, and people found the need to communicate with other people in dis-
tant places. Then it became important that children should learn to read and write.
When money became form of buying and selling, they needed to learn how to count and

calculate. These things were basic for children to know in this more complicated world.

Part Two

When people discuss education they insist that preparati;oil‘for examination is not
the main purpose. They are right in theory, but in m—; we all realize how impor-
tant exams are. What do you know about the examination taken at English secondary
schools? Here are a few facts about some of them.

Pupils who remain at school until they are sixteen normally take what is called the

General Certificate of Education at Ordinary level. The examination is a subject exami-

nation. This means you can take a number of subjects. Some pupils take as many as
ten. The more subjects, the better chance a pupil has of getting a job after leaving a
school. For short, this examination is called G. C. E. “ O” level.

Pupils who stay at school until tl"ley are eighteen or nineteen generally take the Gen-
eral Certificate of Education at Advanced level—popularly known as G. C. E. “ A” lev-
el. This examination is usually taken in two, three or four specialized subjects. And be-
cause it is for the specialist you have to study each subject intensively. A pupil who has
passed two or three “ A” levels can apply for admission to a university.

These two examinations are written ones. Many English children take one or the
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other or both. Not all of them pass.

Section Two

f

{4
When 1 awoke this morning, I was aware it wasn’t an ordinary day. I felt an inner
sense that made me want to close my eyes and go back to sleep. Then I remerﬁB:r;d it
was my birthday,‘i&gd?%ﬁmy age M who needs another one? I arose, showered. dressed
and descended the stairs, hracing myself for the usual chorus of “ Happy Birthday” from
the kldS‘ But t};e};;v-as none. Not even a cheerful “ Happy Birthday, Dear” from my
~wife. Instead of l_)_g_izljg grateful that so far the world had allowed me to ignore it, I felt
Amn.ﬁ deeper &1_9931.:“ As 1 entered my office, my lovely blonde secretéry greéted me
with nothing more than “ Good Morning, Mr. Smith” . Then at 11:30 it happened. My
secretary came in all smiles and said, “ It’ s such a beautiful day, I’ ve decided to take
you to a darling little place for lunch to celebrate your birthday” . We arrived, had a
few drinks and a wonderful lunch. On the way back to the office, she said “ Now we’ Il
stop by my apartment where it is quiet and we will have more privacy” . When we ar-
rived, she mixed me a drink and then excused herself to “ change into something more
comfortable” . “ Ah” , I thought, “ this is a good&v_g;_lg_g_ftg_gll. ” Soon she called out,
“ Are you ready for my little surprise?” Her bedroom door opened and there shé ;;Z)gd
holding a huge birthday cake aglow with candles. There also stood my wife and kids,

their eyes aglow with love, and there I stood with nothing on but my socks.

Section Three

In the last few years, the United States has been blagued by bombings, shootings,
robberies, and hostage situations. Too many times, teenagers were behind these terror-
ist acts. In today’s world, teenagers are’known for being loud, rebellious , hormonal,
party animals. Far too many are. The shooting in""?olombine High School gained nation-
al attention. It made the reputation of teenagers even worse. This was a terrible
tragedy, but one caused by individuals not an entire generation. We cannot make people”
change their minds, but we can show them that there is so much more teenagers have to
offer. As we near graduation, everyone has advice as to where we should go from here.
The best advice is to be your self. We should all use our owrl talents for good and be

2



ourselves in a positive way. Use youf "églernt_s and abilities to enjoy yourself, as well as
helping others.
Many adults feel that we, as a group are confusedrv;"xnd‘misunderstood I do not feel
. that this is true. The two boys at CQlombme may have had problems, but no one will
convince me that trying to blow up an entire school would have solved them. These boys
could have expressed themselves another way. There are mflmte ways for us to express
ourselves. We need to realize what is going on and stop this downward spiral.

; We are people, like everyone else. Individuals, yes; but let’ s show everyone our u-

N

" niqueness in positive ways and slowly change the negative view that many people still
have. We are the future; one of today’ s teenagers will be tomorrow’ s President. The
) ¥
future is not as grim as it may seem. Only a few boys were responsible for the shooting,
N

but thousands pitched in to help the relief.



UNIT TWO HIGHER EDUCATION

Section One

Part One

The subjects studied in an American university generally cover a very wide field. In
his first year (when he is called a “ freshman” ) and his second year (as a “
sophomore” ) a student must usually follow courses in a very wide range of subjects in
the arts and sciences, including some courses which are compulsory for all students. In
his\‘;third‘year (as a “ junior” ) and his fourfh year (as a “ senior” ) a student may spe-
cialize in his main subjects, and he may follow courses of vocational interest. There
may, for example, be a course in"poultry marketing and even another in advanced poul-
try marketing.

In a big university there may be several thousand students taking a compulsory
course at the same time. There are{various ways of dealing with such a course; we may
take as an illustration a sociology course, with say 3 000 students. The students would
be diveded into about eighty separate classes, each meeting three times a week. There
might be a single textbook prO\;ided for all the students following the course; or) in-
stead of an ordinary textbook, a specially printed course-book prepared by a committee
of the teachers. In preparation for each meeting of the class the teacher might ask the
students to read five or ten pages, in order to discuss them and thus find out how well
the students had done their work. This is only an example of one method followed:
some universities make use of closed c1rcu1t television techniques, including two-way de-
vices, which enable students to put questlons to a lecturer in another room. A maximum

of discussion, rather than formal teaching, is widely accepted as an ideal to be ‘aimed at,

even"‘amid the difficulties imposed by the great numbers of students involved.

Part Two

In the universities of the United States, examining takes various forms—for exam-
ple, the objective test. On a compulsory course there might be objective tests at month=
ly intervals. An objective test paper taken at the end of the first month might cover the
first third of the course textbook and be made up of, say, seventy-five questions, each
consisting of five statements; to answer a question the student has tp:p,q_t_g cross against

4



the most suitable of the five statements. The examination therefore involves simply
reading the questions and choosing the correct statement from the five possibilities in
each case; no actual writing is required. The students’ answers are fed into a computer,
which produces the results. Obviously in determining the proportion of correct answers

it is necessary to take into account the fact that a candidate who answered at random

each time would probably get a fifth of the answers right. Where there is a single course
being taken by so many students in a large number of different classes there are'bbvious
advantages in this objective method of testing. At least it avoids the possibility of differ-
ent‘ﬁmrp_r_g‘ga_ty_ip_‘ns by different individual examiners. However, the method is not popu-
lar, and it has the great disadvantage that, while it tests the students’ ability to remem-
ber material in the course, it does not encourage reading outside it. There is a tendency
to use traditional ~ie_s_§_al—type questions as well, even for comprehensive courses. The
specialized courses, wh1;1-;student will follow later on in his career, m smaller groups,

R

are likely to be handled differently and probably without the use of ob]ectlve tests.

Section Two

Part One
800 students are in a lecture hall, about to take their chemistry final. The teacher

administering the exam wasn’ t very well liked. He &Iould stand at the front of the class

and yell out how much time was remaining. One of the students entered the exam in
need gf/gﬂs/o&djgﬂe to pass the class. His only problem was that he did poorly when
rushed. When the exam was over and the teacher announced , éubmlj your work in the
piles at the front of the room” . But almost an hour after the test was officially over,
our friend finally put down his pencil and headed to the front of the hall t)s@t his
exam. The whole time, the professor had been sitting at the front of the room, grading
papers and eagerly awaiting the last student’ s arrival. It was clear that the teacher,
who was sitting behind the piled exams, had waited only to give him a hard time. “ I’m
afraid I have some bad news for you,” the professor gloated, “ Your exam is late, you
have FAILED it and, consequently, I’ll see you next term when you repeat my course. ”
The student smiled slyly and asked the professor, “ Do you know what my name is?”
“NO” snarled the professor. The student looked the profess)(?«figad in‘,v\’the eyes and said
slowly, “ I didn’ t think so.” He then lifted up one of the/stacks, deposited his exam
neatly into the center of the@ He then turned, and walked casually out of the lec-

ture hall.



Part Two

Good morning! As you know this is the course in beginning, Economics. We will
meet each Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9 o’ clock for the next twelve weeks. Each
Monday and Wednesday I’ 1l give a lecture on the different concepts and thoughts con-
cerning economics based on this book. I hope everybody will go and buy this book by
John Dewey after the first class. Also on Monday and Wednesday I’ Il show you some
cases and examples in this field. On Friday we’ Il have discussions on some special top-
ics. As a requirement I would like you to write three papers on these topics. Your first
paper should be finished within four weeks, and the other two have to be handed in one
week before the end of this semester. Each paper should be two thousand words long
and should be typed. There will be no exam, so I’ll give the grades only on these papers

and your participation in the discussion. Are there any questions?

Section Three

About 20 college students have been visiting the China International Machine Tools
Exhibition as guests of a Swiss association attending the event. The lucky students are
from ten universities and colleges throughout China. As the correspondent explains,
they are guests of the Association of Swiss Woodworking Machinery and Tool Manufac-
turers. The students are from ten engineering colleges including Harbin Polytech and
the Central China Institute of Technology. During the three day event, they got ar;‘up~
close look at the very latest in machine tools. Their Swiss hosts pointed out new devel-
opments in the field. “ Countries like Switzerland, Germany. Japan and Italy are lead-

” said a

ing in the manufacture of machine-tools. We need to make sure we catch up.’
student. The program was sponsored by the Association of Swiss Woodworking Ma-
chinery and Tool Manufacturers. General secretary of the association, Dr. Kurp Meier
said that Swiss machine tool are famous for their quality. He added that it was impor-
tant for China’ s students to understand the importance of a solid education to develop
the industry. He added that he would like to make it possible for Chinese students to

further their studies in the field in Switzerland.



UNIT THREE ANIMAL

Section One

Part One A

There’ s a guy with a Doberman Pinscher and a guy with a Chihuahua. The guy
with the Doberman Pinscher says to the guy with a Chihuahua, “ Let’ s go over to that
restaurant and get something to eat. ” The guy with the Chihuahua says, “ We can’t go
in there. We’ ve got our dogs with us. ” The guy with the Doberman Pinscher says, “
Just follow my lead. ” They walk over to the restaurant, the guy with the Doberman
Pinscher puts on a pair of dark glasses, and he starts to walk in. A guy at the door
says, “ Sorry, Mac, no pets allowed.” The guy with the Doberman Pinscher says, “
You don’ t understand. This is my seeing-eye dog.” The guy at the door says, “ A
Doberman Pinscher?” He says, “ Yes, they’ re using them now, they’ re very good. ”
The guy at the door says, *“ Come on in. ” The guy with the Chihuahua figures, * What
the heck,” so he puts on a pair of dark glasses and starts to walk in. The guy at the
door says, “ Sorry, pal, no pets allowed.” The guy with the Chihuahua says, “ You
don’ t understand. This is my seeing-eye dog.” The guy at the door says, “ A Chi-

huahua?” The guy with the Chihuahua says, “ They gave me a Chihuahua?”

Part Two
Tens ofinillions ot monargh butterflies have begun to arrive in central Mexico in an

annual show of the mysterf(z?n(ﬁBeauty of nature. The butterflies come all the way from

the United States and Canada, after flying some 8 thousand kilometers. Only half the
180 million butterflies are expected to survive the next few months before the long jour-
ney home.
It is an annual\gniracle as Mexico’ s Oyamel forest in Michoacan State@omes alive
e e ——
with butterflies. Each autumn, tens of millions of monarch butterflies come to the for-
est ,’(omglgtigg an annual migration to escape the cold weather in Canada and the north-
ern United States. The butterflies set off in September and fly in large groups. They
travel up to 120 kilometers every day. At night, they\cgll@ter in groups in trees and start
their flight the next morning like’*lockwork. A
Less than half the butterflies will survive the next few months in Mexico. Those
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that do will start the long journe)ji)égk to Canada and the United States in March.
e—, 0 S .
First, they will stock up on nectar from flowers in the area to get enough energy for the

long journey home.

Section Two

Part One
As Hsing-Hsing grew sicker during the summer, the popular panda was often ab-
sent from his glas¥@nclosure. His death leaves th(e National Zoo without a panda. The
zoo has negotiated with Chinese authorities about'lgasing pandas but has so far failed as
the price of pandas escalates. Zoo officials remain omstic that the Chinese will accept
an offer of $ 2.5 million for a 10-year loan of two pandas. The zoo is hoping the Chi-
nese will value Washington’ s research and training capabilities above its cash offer.
Earlier this month, two giant panda cubs from China arrived at an Atlanta zoo. The 9.
year-old cubs, a male named Yang—Yané and a female named Lun-Lun, were brought to
Atlanta on a 10-year loan at a cost of $ 1 million a year. While Zoo Atlanta funded that
fee by raising its admission to $12 from $ 10, the National Zoo cannot match that size
offer since it has no admission fee. Hsing-Hsing’s skin and skeleton will become part of
the collection at the Museum of Natural History, while his tissue and organs will be
kept for scientific research.
In the wild, pandas live about 15 years, but in c‘zip’ti_vi:c\y they can live well into their
Os. Stevens.said Hsing-Hsing lived to the human e-quivalent of about 80 to 90 years.
The giant panda is one of the most critically endangered species and its numbers have
fallen sharply in recent years. There are fewer than 1 000 in isolated groups in western
China: only about 130 pandas live in zoos around the world, with just five left in the U-

nited States.

Part Two

San Diego Zoo’ s latest bouncmg baby girl is a two-month-old giant panda. She
passed her most recent physu:al exam w1tf1 flying colors. Doctors say that the cub is do-
ing fine. )(Vetermary staff waited until mother Bai Yun was out of the enclosure Then
they slipped into the _(égl_ﬁnd brought it to the lab. They measured the cub, and she
weighs just a little over 3 kilos. She’s 42 centimeters around the};ﬁnid section and 45 cen-
timeters from nose to tail. It’s just right for a panda her age, and the doctor in charge
says she’ s doing just fine. “ Everything looks very good. Her eyes are beginning to
open—we do not think she sees anything yet in any detail-—but her eyes are beginning to

8



open,” said Dr Barbara Durrant, Reproductive Physiologist at San Diego Zoo. The pan-
da cub was the first born in the Western Hemisphere since 1990.

Bai Yun was made _pregnant by artificial insemination. Zoo researchers say that the
baby’ s birth and good health are providing important clues into the reproductive cycle of
giant pandas. In September 1996, China loaned Mother Bai Yun and Father Shishi to

the Zoo for12 years as part of a research program into Panda reproduction and survival.

Section Three

A zoologist and expert in animal behavior has beaten leading experts on food safety
to be picked as the first head of the new Food Standards Agency. Sir John Krebs, 54, is
to be the new public face to restore confidence in food safety and standards in the
Britain. He may not be associated with the subject but he is well used being in the hot
seat and to explaining tricky decisions on television. He is behind the controversial bad-
ger cull to establish a link between badgers and bovine tuberculosis. Scientists and con-
sumer groups were surprised last ;iéht that Sir Johrr; had emerged as the government
choice, particularly as heavyweight contenders, such as Hugh Pennington, who con-
ducted the investigation into the E. coli outbreak in Lanarkshire, had been interested in
the post, but government sources said that Sir John was “ very sound” and had vital PR
skills to handle any future food scandals, such as the dioxin scare in Belgian food last
year and the recent rumpus over French livestock being fed human and animal sewage.

A Royal Society research professor at Oxford University, Sir John is said by col-
leagues to “ have credibility” . He was until September the head of the Natural Environ-
ment Research Council. When the FSA comes into being on April 1 it will have an annu-
al budget of £ 125 million and a staff of 500. It will have the power to order on-the-spot
checks and surveillance operations on any person or industry and staff will also be al-
lowed to enter premises and inspect the health records of people employed in the food in-

’

dustry.



UNIT FOUR MEN AND WOMEN

Section One

Part One

Sam & Becky are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary and Sam says to Becky
“ Becky, I was wondering. .. Have you ever cheated on \rhe?”

Becky replies, “ Oh Sam, why would you. ésk sucB a question now? You don’ t
want to ask that question...”

“ Yes, Becky, I really want to know. Please...”
“ Well, all right, 3 times...”

“ 3, hmmm, well when were they?”

“ Well, Sam, remember when you were 35 years old and you really wanted to start
that business on your own and no bank would give you a loan... Remember, then one
day the bank president himself came over the house and signed the loan papers, no ques-
tions asked...”

“ Oh, Becky, you did that for me! I respect you even more than ever, to do such a
thing for me.... So when was number 22" ‘ -

“ Well, Sam, remember when you had that last heart attack and you were 'negdigg
that very tricky operation, and no surgeon would touch you... Then remember how
Dr. DeBake:y.came all the wayt\up here ct‘g) do the surgery himself and then you were in
good shape again...” )

“ 1 can’ t believe it!! Becky, you should do such a thing for me, to save my life. ..
I couldn’ t have a more wonderful wife. .. all right then, when was number 3?”

“ Well, Sam, remember a few years ago, when you really wanted to be president of

1)

the fishing club... . And you were 17 votes short....”

Part Two '

After just a few years of marriage, filled with constant arguments, a young man
and his wife decided the only way to save their marriage was to try counseling. They
had been at each other’ s\th};%gs for some time and felt that this was their last straw.
When they arrived at the counselor’ s office, the counselor jumped right in and opened

the floor for discussion. “ What seems to be the problem?” The wife began talking 90
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