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10O THE 1EACHER

Developing Composition Skills is an intermediate-level writing text for
academically-bound ESL and EFL students. The program provides paragraph-level
writing development, introduction to and use of rhetorical strategies, grammar
support, and a rich selection of readings that serve as springboards for writing.

. Underlying Assumptions

Developing Composition Skills is based on the following assumptions:

* Reading, writing, and thinking are interrelated activities.

¢ To write well, writers must engage with ideas. They must find ideas that
interest them and connect these ideas to their knowledge and experience.
The more student writers are intrigued by ideas, the more time and effort
they will spend in writing about them.

* Writers must be aware of the context in which they are writing. They
must understand the expectations of academic audiences and the ways of
thinking that typically fulfill those expectations. Since rhetorical strategies
vary from culture to culture, students may not be familiar with the
conventions of academic discourse in English. Therefore, these students can
profit from explicit discussion and analysis of the methods of development
and strategies that English-language writers use in academic discourse.

* Fluency in writing is not to be confused with grammatical accuracy; writers
need to develop both. When creating a text, writers focus on rhetorical
and organizational issues. Once the text has been drafted, they need to pay
attention to grammatical accuracy.

. Design of the Text

Developing Composition Skills addresses these underlying assumptions in the
following ways:

* To engage students’ interest, each chapter is organized around a theme.
The themes are broad enough so all students can relate to them; at the
same time, they are current and relevant to an academic setting. Student
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writers explore the particular theme through journal writing, reading, and
discussion. These activities pique students’ interest, foster critical thinking,
and provide a context for writing assignments.

e The students’ own topics develop from the general theme of the chapter,
which is focused enough to allow for unified class discussion but broad
enough to generate individualized topics. Interaction with the theme allows
students to build a knowledge base and to write about it with complexity.

* Each chapter focuses on a method of development typically used in
academic writing: narration, description, or analysis. Because narration and
description are less common in academic writing than analysis, the book
focuses mainly on types of analysis: process, comparing and contrasting,
classifying, and cause and effect.

* Each chapter contains samples of both professional and student writing.
The professionally written selections serve both to engage students’ interest
and to exemplify a method of development. Because few writers rely on
only one method of development to make their point, the passages reflect
a blend of methods. Nevertheless, the primary mode of development is
evident in each. The student writings also function as examples of a method
of development. By looking at the choices other writers make, student
writers can develop awareness of context and method. They learn what is
appropriate in academic writing and what rhetorical strategies are available
to them. This awareness is crucial for student writers to see their work as
part of the academic community.

* Each chapter offers a variety of activities designed to familiarize students
with the concepts of focusing on a main idea, supporting the main idea,
and organizing a text.

* Each chapter introduces cohesion devices relevant to the method of
development and suggests particular grammar points for further study.
The grammar points are explained and practiced in Appendix 2:
Developing Grammar Skills. While not intended to cover all of English
grammar, this section is designed to help students use the most common
sentence structures and major verb tenses.

. Organization of the Text

Developing Composition Skills is organized into eight chapters. The first chapter
familiarizes students with the basics of the paragraph: topic, topic sentence,
support, unity, and coherence. This chapter also introduces the writing process,
some prewriting techniques, and the uses of the journal. Chapters 2 through
7 focus on a specific theme and method of development. Chapter 8 introduces
the essay.
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Each chapter contains the following sections:

1. Getting Started: This section begins with Responding to Images, an activity
that invites students to think about the theme and share ideas and experiences
with classmates. This is followed by Journal Writing, an opportunity to
explore ideas in writing and connect personally to the theme of the chapter.

2. Reading and Vocabulary: This section starts with a high-interest reading
followed by comprehension and discussion questions. Following the reading
is a Building Vocabulary section, which includes the presentation and practice
of a vocabulary learning strategy and the presentation of word partners from
the Collins Cobuild Dictionary of American English.

3. Writing: This section introduces the main rhetorical points of the chapter
and focuses on developing a main point with adequate support and logical
organization. Students work with authentic texts and student models as they
analyze the different aspects of organizing and developing paragraphs. They
also work through the relevant steps in the writing process and are walked
through a complete Writing Assignment with peer review and self-editing.

4. Composition Skills: This section focuses on cohesion and grammar. Students
are taught different devices for achieving cohesion, including how to use the
appropriate connecting words for the kind of writing they are doing. A new
Developing Grammar Skills section reviews grammar structures useful for the
writing assignment, and a new Editing Exercise gives students an opportunity
to practice their editing skills. An optional Connect to the Internet activity
helps students develop digital skills while extending their understanding of
the chapter’s theme and reinforcing the rhetorical strategy in speaking and
writing.

5. More Reading and Writing: This section contains another reading and more
topics for writing and discussion. The reading—somewhat more challenging
than the earlier one—relates to the chapter’s theme and is followed by
comprehension and discussion questions. It can be used at the beginning of
the chapter in conjunction with the first reading to provide more background
and discussion of the topic or it can be used as a follow-up activity. The topics
for writing and discussion are good assignments for journal writing and
group activities.

6. Appendices: There are five appendices that include useful information and
practice in grammar and mechanics.

Appendix 1. Prewriting Strategies

Appendix 2. Developing Grammar Skills

Appendix 3. Mechanics (including Punctuation and Capitalization)
Appendix 4. Irregular Verb Forms

Appendix 5. Answers to Editing Exercises
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. Flexibility of the Text

Developing Compusition Skills, Third Edition, is flexible. Throughout the text, the
chapters focus on the paragraph; however, the materials in the chapters are easily
adaptable to essay writing. Chapter 8 is a complete introduction to the essay, with
readings and sample essays. This chapter can be inserted into the course of study at
any time, allowing student writing to focus thereafter on multi-paragraph essays.

. New to the Third Edition

1. New and updated readings and topics—including “Living on the World
Wide Web” (Chapter 5), “A Reading Wasteland” and “What’s in a Name?”
(Chapter 7), and “Tell-All Generation Learns to Keep Things Offline” and
“Roombas Fill an Emotional Vacuum for Owners” (Chapter 8)—keep
students engaged with relevant content.

2. Building Vocabulary presents and practices a vocabulary-building strategy
and introduces common collocations through Word Partnership boxes from
the Collins Cobuild Dictionary of American English, thus highlighting the
importance of vocabulary development for academic writing.

3. Developing Grammar Skills encourages students to review key grammar
points for the chapter’s writing assignment and to focus on accuracy.

4. An Editing exercise helps students master the important skill of self-correcting.

5. A new full-color design and open layout ease navigation for students
and teachers.

. Articulation with Refining Composition Skills

Developing Composition Skills is an intermediate-level companion to Refining
Composition Skills. Focusing mostly on paragraph writing, Developing Composition
Skills introduces students to the conventions of academic writing. Beginning with
a review of the paragraph, Refining Composition Skills guides students to write with
greater depth and complexity on academic topics in the context of the essay.
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