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Abstract

The book analyses the materials of the Longshan culture, Erlitou culture, Shang
culture, and archaeological culture of the Zhou period in South Henan and adjacent
area by using the archaeological theories and methods such as stratigraphy, typology
of artifacts, and cultural element analysis. The research shows that though it’s
continuous from the Longshan culture to the archaeological culture of the Eastern
Zhou period in this area, they have origins respectively. The Longshan culture in
Henan, Erlitou culture, Shang culture, and Zhou culture from the central plains
got a dominant place sequently after repelling the aboriginal culture in the area. To
judge related with ancient history and legends in point, this cultural phenomenon is
a reflection of the south expeditions and the infeudation of central dynasties in the
Yu, Xia, Shang, and Western Zhou periods. Many branch cultures that characterized
by different feudal states were developed in this area during the Western Zhou
period, among which the Zhou Chu culture developed fastest and covered with the
| area gradually. After full flourish, the Chu culture declined because the Qin culture
entered gradually during the later period of the Warring States.
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Preface

As South Henan and adjacent area is located in the region where the south
culture and north culture of China converged, the archaeological culture of the
Xia, Shang and Zhou period in this area is complicated. Because of the relative
weakness of the basic archaeological work done there before, the indepth study
of related academic problem was affected. So as a selected topic of regional
archaeological study, The Bronze Culture of South Henan and Adjacent Area is
Jjust to the point of academic study, and has great importance.

The book has widely collected materials, deep analysis and general clear
reveal of the historical background, which make it rare and valuable as a
comprehensive and systematic study of the regional archaeological culture of
South Henan area.

It identifies the temporally continuous development, cultural rupture and
chronology overlap of the archaeological culture from the Longshan to Western
Zhou period in the area, and explains them, which are important problems on

the cognition of archaeological theory currently.
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By using archaeological theories and methods, adopting the method of
seeking after the unknown from the known, the book traces the clue of the Chu
culture related to the area, and concludes that the Chu culture started with the
infeudation of the Western Zhou dynasty, it was a local type of the Zhou culture
as a result of assimilating some local and aboriginal cultural elements by the
exotic Zhou culture, and then the main of the culture turned to the Jiang Han
Plain with the growth of dissociation from the matrix, namely, the Zhou culture.
During the Eastern Zhou period, the Chu culture got more and more rich and
mature with compatible inclusion of the conquered neighboring countries’
culture. And has achieved tremendous academic view. The book has fairly
strong persuasion as based on the pedigree of archaeological culture.

In short, this book reaches a certain high academic level. It can benefit the

related academic researches if published.

Professor Zou Heng
Archaeology Department
Peking University _

- May 8th, 2001 -
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