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China is a country with a long history, vast territory, splendid national culture and famous cities
speading all over the country. The historical cultural cities, as well as the new cities are with their
own special features, and have become the centers of politics, economy and culture of an area, a
city, a province and the country. The protection, development and construction of these cities have
attracted a great interest of the foreign people, overseas Chinese and Hong Kong and Macao
compatriots.

“Chinese Famous Cities Series’’ published by Haitian Publishing House of Shenzhen Special
Economic Zone aims at introducing to the readers at home and abroad about the famous cities’
historical evolution, basic situation, investment environment, culture characteristics, economic and
social development strategies, so as to help readers to have a rather complete understanding of the
famous cities. At the same time, it will not only promote the accumulations of the cities culture and
the relationship of the cities, but also encourage people from all walks of life in the world to come
to China to invest, doing trade, travel and have a sightseeing, and for the friendly contact and
cultural exchanges between China and other countries.

Chinese Famous Cities Book Series are to embrace all the famous cities of China, and shall be
released one group after another. The publisher hereby offers to the readers Kaifeng, which is
characteristically featured by the abundant content, beautiful description and charming pictures,
imbued with refinedly elegant customs and habits of the local people.

The publisher wishes to avail himself of the occasion of releasing Kaifeng to acknowledge his
most sincere gratitude to The People’s Government of Kaifeng Municipality and to Kaifeng Daily
Agency for their unreserved support to the publishing of Kaifeng.

Haitian Publishing House
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KAIFENG, the Ancient Capital of China, is Taking Off

One of China's six famous ancient
capitals, Kaifeng has been capital for seven
dynasties in the history of China. For this
reason, it has been listed on the first group
of 29 Historical Famous Cities issued by the
Central Government. Together with Zheng-
zhou and Luoyang, Kaifeng contributes a
leg to the tripartite industrial-city matrix in
Central China. Leaning against the Yellow
River and facing the Gansu Lianyungang
Railway, Kaifeng can be easily connected
with Lianyungang in the east and Zheng-
zhou to the west. Thank to the convenient
transportation and the warm temperature,
the city is functioning as the material-goods
distribution centre of the east part of Henan
Province. Under the jurisdiction of Kaifeng
Municipality there are five urban districts
and five suburban counties with a total
population of 3.7 millions. The total indus-
trial and agricultural output value of 1986 is
estimated at 3.4 billion yuan (RMB).
Governed by the principal melody of
reform, this ancient city is now composing
new marches one after another. AIll the
undertakings in the city including economic
development, urban construction, explora-
tion of tourism resources and the contacts
with the outside are taking on an entirely
new look. Kaifeng, both ancient and new, is
emerging ever stronger and standing giganti-
cally in the spacious expanse of the Central
China, demonstrating a powerful attractive
and radiant forc

Kaifeng as an ancient capital has
always been famous for the abundant
ratural resources and for the outstanding
perspnalities nurtured here. People praise
Kaifeng with the verse; “The magnificence
and riches of capital Bian (Kaifeng) is
beyond rivalry all over the world". Since
Zhao Kuangying launched the Coup D’etat
at Chen Bridge to don himself with the
golden imperial robe, Kaifeng was the
capital for 167 years encompassing the
reigns of nine emperors, and became the
center of China’s politics, economy, military
affairs and culture. In China’s classical
writings, Kaifeng was lauded as: ‘‘Jade trees
under brilliant rays of sunshine with five
phoenixes singing its praise/Yimen (Kaifeng)
has always been the throne of emperors;"”
and “In the whole world, Suzhou ranks the
first, Hangzhou second, while the third
place goes to Bianzhou (i.e. Kaifeng)".
Foreign friends have eulogized Kaifeng as
the “international metropolis’. In the
course of long history, the working people
in Kaifeng have, with their great wisdom,
created the ““Eight Scenic Resorts of Capital
Bian''; they are ‘‘the Spring Beauty on Po
Altar’’, *“Autumn Torrent on the Bian
River”, ‘“Smoky Willows on Sui Dike"”,
““Frost Bell in Xiangguo Temple’, ‘‘Sailing
Clouds over Iron Pagoda’, ‘‘Bright Moon
over Mid-City Bridge’, ‘“Night Raining on
Golden Lake', ‘“Snow Ceased in Liang
Garden’'. All these reflect the beauty of this
ancient capital from different aspects.
Kaifeng deserves to be extolled as a brilliant
diamond in the great Central China. Before
liberation in 1949, this ancient city under-
went inclement sufferings from wars and the
flooding of the Yellow River, from droughts,
plague of locusts, and the reactionary
warlords. By the time Kaifeng was liberated,
it was a pathetic scene riddled with gaping
wounds with the economy on the verge of
collapse and the people on the brink of
death from dire poverty. At that time, in all
Kaifeng, one could find only four factories
which employed over 100 workers, and the
total industrial output amounting to only
20 million yuan. Kaifeng was then reduced
to a consumers’ city with everything waiting
to be restored.

After liberation, under the leadership
of the Communist Party of China and the
People’s Government, more than 30 years’

in the Course of Reforming

by Zhu Zhencheng, Mayor of Kaifeng City

arduous efforts devoted by the people of
Kaifeng have rendered an entirely new
thriving look to thisold city. Especially after
the convention of the Third Plenary Session
of the Eleventh CPC Central Committee, the
policies of opening to the outside world and
reforming have injected fresh vitality into
this ancient city. In the course of systema-
tic reforming centring round the invigora-
tion of economy, enterprises and the circu-
lation, Kaifeng has achieved great success.
At present, the political administration is
effective and the people are united. The
entire city manifests an atmosphere of
vigour and vitality. An allround develop-
ment is prevailing over every respect of the
agriculture — farming, forestry, animal
husbandry, sideline running and fishery.
Culture and education, science and techno-
logy, and physical culture are forging ahead
with leaps and bounds. As a result, Kaifeng
is now a newly-emerging industrial city with
quite a large scale. Its industrial range covers
14 major catagories, i.e. textile, machinery,
natural gas and chemicals, tobacco, medi-
cine, glass, food processing, leather, refrig-
eration, instruments and meters, and solar
energy, etc. An industrial system with full-
fledge development has taken shape in
Kaifeng, with over 1,200 factories employ-
ing a worker-staff population of 250,000. In
recent years, more than 70 products have
won the titles of High-quality Product on
the ministrial or provincial level. More than
40 products are chosen as ‘‘Four-New" pro-
ducts of the Ministry or Province. A number
of gold medals and silver medals have been
reaped. Over 100 products have found their
ready markets in Europe, America and Asia.
In the course of all-round opening to the
world, Kaifeng has introduced nearly 30
technical projects from abroad including
more than 200 pieces of major equipment.
Domestically, Kaifeng has set up various
kinds of allied economic entities totalling
over 500 with other places in China, and has
employed more than 2,400 technical
personnel from other places. Various types
of economic cooperative relations have been
set up with Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Nantong, as well as with
Qinghua University, Nankai University and
Northwest Industry University. Kaifeng has
also associated with Tota City of Japan and

Wichita in the U.S. as sister cities. The
Agriculture of Kaifeng enjoys natural
advantages, too. The plain topography,

suitable temperature and sufficient rainfall
constitute favorable conditions for the
development of agricultural production.
Chief farm products cover wheat, cotton,
beans, water-melon and peanuts. These have
supported the industry with raw material;
and some of these products, after being
finishing-processed, can gain fairly high
economic efficiency. Local products with
nationwide reputation include Kaifeng
Watermelon, Shadi Peanuts, Weimin Green
Beans, Preserved Vegetable of Qi County,
Fermented Bean Curd in Lan Kao, and the
Dried Bean Curd in ' Zhuxian Town.

This ancient city abounds in tourism
resources. Ancient temples and monasteries
and historic relics can be found everywhere
in Kaifeng City. The striking examples are

seen in: 13-storey Iron Pagoda, the
magnificent Dragon Pavilion, the Grand
Xiangguo Temple with strict layout, the

Altar of King Yu with charming scenery, the
Yanging Taoist Temple featured by trans-
parent lustre exquisitely wrought, the East
Grand Temple with an antique taste, the
ingeniously original statue of the River-god
Iron Rhinoceros. All these tourist spots will
intoxicate the tourists very much. As an
effort to further explore the resources of
tourism, Kaifeng has recently rebuilt the
Temple of Bao to commemorate Bao Zheng,
an honest and upright official of the Song

Dynasty. In order to recover the customs
and habits of the Song Dynasty, the project
of “A Street of Song-Dynasty Capital’ is
now under way. It is also expected to dig
some canals to link the water systems of the
Pan Lake, Yang Lake and the Bao Lake.
When this is done, one can saika light boat
to take a full view of the beautiful scenery
of the ancient capital.

‘“The precious dainties coming from
the four seas are sold in the market. All the
delicacies in the world can be found in the
kitchen.” Kaifeng is the place where the
authentic Henan Cuisine originated. Para-
mount delicious dishes with unique Henan
style are eulogized on everybody's lips.
Some outstanding courses like ‘““‘Carp with
Fried Noodles', *Stewed Bear’'s Paw' and
““A Set of Four Delicacies’” are highly
recommended by the gourmets for their
freshly bright colours, beautiful shape, and
mellow taste. And so far as the famous local
products and refreshments are concerned,
they would involve a great number of varie-
ties of a wide range. What is most precious is
that the technique for the preparation of
these dishes and refreshments still retain the
exquisite skill of the Song Dynasty,
meanwhile with some original new develop-
ment. For example, the meat-filled tiny
buns in small steamer made in ‘“‘Champion-
ship Restaurant’ is so beautiful that when
one takes a bun up, it will resemble a
lantern; and when one puts it down, it will
take the shape of a flower in bloom; besides
the delicious smell and paramount taste.
The fried dumplings made in “Sweet Rice
House' are exquisitely wrought as some
artistic gems with Ilustrous oil. And the
rabbit meat in ‘‘Ever Spring Restaurant’’,
the *“Crystal Bun” in ‘“Fragrance Spring”
Restaurant,. . . the list can be endless.

With a view to restoring the youthful
look of this old city and to invigorating the
economy of Kaifeng, the State and Provin-
cial Government have decided that the prin-
cipal task in the period of ‘‘Seventh Five-
Year Plan’ is to build Kaifeng into a city
with clear demarcation between the ancient
town for tourist purpose and the industrial
area. In the year 1990, the total output
value of industry and agriculture shall reach
5.2 billion yuan (RMB). The focus of indus-
trial development shall be put on chemical
fibre and light industry and textile industry,
food processing and beverage, machinery
and electronic products, natural gas and
chemical industry, and metallurgy and
building material. These shall constitute the
five pillars of Kaifeng’s industry. On the
way to further progress, we are conscious of
our shortage in the respects of professional
personnel, funds, technology and equipment.
Therefore we are opening broadly our door
to both domestic and overseas investors and
cooperators. We are to actively improve the
investment climate and environment, rein-
force the services in energy, communica-
tions and tertiary work, and shall provide
more favourable conditions. Kaifeng
extends sincere welcome to sister cities, to
foreign friends, and to compatriots from
Hong Kong and Macao to lodge their
investment in this ancient city — Kaifeng, to
establish trade relations, or to visit as
tourists. We are sure that your tour to the
ancient capital will be a pleasant one, and
your investment shall be profitable.

‘“Making friends broadly on the basis
of mutual benefit shall be an access to the
world’. We are full of confidence that a
more prosperous and thriving situation shall
prevail over the economic and technical
cooperation conducted by Kaifeng with its
partners both at home and abroad.
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Dragon Pavilion

Dragon Pavilion is located at the
northwest corner of the city. Originally
here was the site of some buildings of the
Song and Jin Dynasties ; and in Ming
Dynasty was the palace of Prince Zhou.
In the 31st year of the reign of Emperor
Kangxi of Qing Dynasty (1692 AD), on
the Coal Mount in the site of the palace
of Prince Zhou was built a pavilion
named Wanshou (longevity), inwhich was
a plague on which the words “Long Live

the Emperor’’ were inscribed, so that the
local officials could pay their symbolic
homage to the emperor on festivals.
Therefore, the pavilion has also been
called the Dragon Pavilion. In 1982 many
old buildings attached to the Pavilion
were restored, such as the East and West
Resting Halls for the courtiers before
attending the royal audience, the Gate to
Royal Audience, the Wu Gate, the Jade-
Belt Bridge and Songguo Archway, thus
forming a magnificent and majestic
ancient-building complex.
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Museum of Song-Dyansty Wax
Statues

The Museum of Song-Dynasty Wax
Statues is located within the Dragon
Pavilion Park. The Museum is composed
of nine groups with over 60 statues
moulded on true scaleof the live persons.
Among them are nine emperors of Song
Dynasty, and the famous courtiers and
generals of North Song Dynasty including
Yang Ye, Kou Zhun, Bao Zheng, Sima
Guang and Wang Anshi. All the statues

are true to life with a vivid appearance.
There are also some historical scenes
represented by the wax statues, chiefly
about the 168-year history of North Song
Dynasty, such as “Founding of Song
Dynasty’, ““Yang Ye Coming Over to
Song Dynasty”, ""Song-Jing Treaty Signed
at Shanyuan'’, ""Bao Zheng Assuming his
Office”", "Political Reform by Wang
Anshi’’, “Emperor Huizhong Painting a
Picture”, "Li Gang Resuming his Office"’,
etc.
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Xiangguo Temple

Xiangguo Temple a Buddhist
Monastery in China with a long-standing
reputation. The Temple was founded in
6th year of the reign of Emperor Tianbao
of North Qi Dynasty (5655AD). It was
“Jianguo Temple’' when first
established. In the 6th year of the reign
of Emperor Ruizong of Tang Dynasty
(712 AD), the Temple was rebuilt and
was renamed as Xiangguo Temple. In the

North Song Dynasty, this was the largest
Buddhist temple in China. Unfortunately,
at the end of Ming Dynasty (1642 AD), a
breach in the Dike of the Yellow River
flooded all the palaces and buildings in
the Temple. And the Xiangguo Temple
we see today was rebuilt in the 31st year
of the reign of Emperor Qianlong of Qing
Dynasty (1766 AD), including the
Heaven King Palace, Daxiong Palace,
Octagonal Glazed Palace, Buddhist Sutra
Storage Building, and other refined and
magnificent buildings.
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Dynasty (1766 AD). The four sides of the
slatue are identical, each with 6 big arms
widd 200 small arms, and in each palm of

the sniall arm is painted an eye, The arms

and eyes are arranged in the form of the

covering of a fan. The workmanship is
paramount and the statue is vividly true

to e
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Octagonal Arhat Paiace
The Octagonal Arhat Palace in Xiangguo

Temple was built in the 31st year of

Qing

three

the reign

f Emperor Qianlong of the Dynasty

(1766 AD). It was
Veranda Palace, C

Pavilion

divided into groups
Central

beautifully

urtyard, and
palace IS

arved,

Veranda Palace

wrought and exquisit and therefore

imposingly maanificent. In the

there are the enormous
“"Sakyamun
Above the rockery
buddhas,
kind
life st

of Buddhis

groupstatues =
Lecture on Buddhism”’
and jade platform, many

Giving a

bodhisattvas, and arhats are in their

graceful and noble stances. These true-to-

manifest the beauty of the art

making in China

jtues

statue

Daxiong Palace
Daxic
to 33rd years of the

Y

yng Palace was built during the 31st
reign of Emperor Qianlong

(1773—-76 AD) as the main
the

of Qing Dynasty
Xiangguo Temple. In
a platform surrounded with granite
carved
s 15 meters high and

palace in front of
Palace is
which were stone lions as
The Palace
its double eaves are covered with glazed tiles
carved beams and
pillars, the Palace looks imposingly magnificent

Buddhist Sutra Storage Building is

major rear palace of the Xiangguo Temple. lts

railings on
vivid as alive

Decorated with painted

the

classic-style two-storey buiiding gives a total
floor-space of 500 square meters. Within the
palace, there are stairways along which the

scend. Leaning against the railings
of the building, one may take a bird’s-
e view of the urban area. The upper floor is
stored with the Buddhist sutras. On the ground

tourists can

on top

floor, there was originally a statue of the
Buddha Pilu. The Buddhist Sutra Storage
Building is the place for the disciples of

Buddhjsm to study the Buddhist sutra so as to
cultivate self-accomplishment

« 10
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Iron Pagoda

Iron Pagoda was originally called the
"Pagoda of Kaibao Temple"’, first built in
the 7th vyear of the reign of Taiping
Xingguo of Song Dynasty (982 AD), and
rebuilt in the first year of the reign of
Huangyou of Song Dynasty (1049 AD).
The Pagoda is 55.881 meters high, a 13-
storied octagonal building. As the exterior
of the pagoda is totally covered with brown
glazed tiles, the pagoda looks of the colour
of iron from afar; hence the name of lron
Pagoda. On the pagoda are carved the
sitting Buddhas, flying Apsaras, Chinese
unicorns and flowers, constituting over 50
kinds of patterns. Set off by the coloured
glaze, these figures look all the more vivid.

e 11 e
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Ushering Buddha

The statue of the Ushering
Buddha is made of brass, 5.14 meters
high and about 12 tons in weight. The
Buddha is of a solemn contenance,
and on his kasaya are cast the patterns
in imitation of mountains, waters,
clouds and flowers. This uniquely
magnificant statue is a paramount
product of the metal casting in Song
and Yuan Dynasties.

12 e
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Statues of Buddhas on Po Paqoda

Po Pagoda is a hexagonal storied building
made of blue bricks. On both the internal and
external walls of the pagoda are covered all over
with bricks decorated with the figure of
buddhas. On each brick was carved a buddha,
such as Sakyamuni, Maitreya, Amitabha, as well
as Budhisatvas, arhats and singing girls. There
are over 7,000 bricks with more than 100
varieties of carved figures with vivid expressions,
demonstrating the superb workmanship of the
artists of Song Dynasty in carving and
moulding.

Po Pagoda

This pagoda was first built in the 2nd year
of the reign of Taiping Xingguo of Song
Dynasty (977 AD). As it was set up on the
Altar of Po, the pagoda has been popularly
called the Po Pagoda. The pagoda is a hexagonal
one. Originally it was of 9 storeys. At the
beginning of Ming Dynasty, the six already
damaged floors were removed. Therefore, we
now see a three-storied pagoda, on top of which
a small solid pagoda has been set up. On the
external wall of the pagoda are decorated all
over with bricks of buddha carving. Each brick
has a recess; while each recess carries a buddha
carved therein, demonstrating a multifarious
stances. The unique pattern of this pagoda is
rarely seen in China.



