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The person of Washington was
commanding, graceful, and fitly proportioned;
his stature six feet, his chest broad and full, his
limbs long and somewhat slender, but well-
shaped and muscular. His features were regular
and symmetrical, his eyes of a light blue color,
and his whole countenance, in its quiet state,
was grave, placid, and . When alone,
or not engaged in conversation, he appeared
sedate and thoughtful; but when his attention
was excited, his eye kindled quickly, and his

face beamed with animation and intelligence.

He was not fluent in speech, but what he said was

| A%

[bi'nignant]
{2809, A#ald; ARER
[eepazit] o 1E4HY;
NEEIE
[si'kluzan]
e, FR4; bR/E
prsteriti] -+ Tife;
21713 TE

, and listened

to with the more interest as being known to come from the heart. He seldom

attempted sallies of wit or humor, but no man received more pleasure from an

exhibition of them by others; and, although contented in

, he sought his

chief happiness in society, and participated with delight in all its rational and

innocent amusements. Without

on the one hand, or an appearance of
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condescending familiarity on the other, he was

(Words and Phrases:
affable ['sefobl] adj. ARER]SE
0, REH
deportment [di'po:tmant]
n KEE; 21F which impressed everyone that saw him for the

affable, courteous, and cheerful; but it has often
been remarked that there was a dignity in his

person and manner not easy to be defined,

ascendency [a'sendansi] first time with an instinctive deference and awe.

nAEEs ek AR This may have arisen, in part, from a conviction

divest [di'vest] v. KF; Brs; of his superiority, as well as from the effect
s produced by his external form and deportment.
solicitous [sa'lisit;
' Fsa Isitas] The character of his mind was unfolded in
adj. IR, FRIEHY
k the public and private acts of his life; and the

proofs of his greatness are seen almost as much

in the one as the other. The same qualities which

raised him to the ascendency he possessed over
the will of a nation, as the commander of armies and chief magistrate, caused him
to be loved and respected as an individual. Wisdom, judgment, prudence, and
firmness were his predominant traits. No man ever saw more clearly the relative
importance of things and actions, or divested himself more entirely of the bias of
personal interest, partiality, and prejudice, in discriminating between the true and
the false, the right and the wrong, in all questions and subjects that were presented
to him. He deliberated slowly, but decided surely; and when his decision was once
formed he seldom reversed it, and never relaxed from the execution of a measure
till it was completed. Courage, physical and moral, was a part of his nature; and,
whether in battle, or in the midst of popular excitement, he was fearless of danger,
and regardless of consequences to himself.

His ambition was of that noble kind which aims to excel in whatever it
undertakes, and to acquire a power over the hearts of men by promoting their
happiness and winning their affections. Sensitive to the approbation of others, and
solicitous to deserve it, he made no concessions to gain their applause, either by
flattering their vanity or yielding to their caprices. Cautious without timidity, bold

without rashness, cool in counsel, deliberate but firm in action, clear in foresight,
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patient under reverses, steady, persevering,

fWords and Phrases:
sanctity ['saenktiti] n. ¥,

/ 'seenktati/ ik ; 2™
indiscretion [indi'skrefon]

and self-possessed, he met and conquered
every obstacle that obstructed his path to

honor, renown and success. More confident

in the uprightness of his intention than in his n FHEE, B35, BRI
resources, he sought knowledge and advice subterfuge ['sabtafju:dz]

from other men. He chose his counselors with n &0, ¥iaE; et
unerring sagacity; and his quick perception of dissimulation [di simju'leifon]
the soundness of an opinion, and of the strong n e, #; DY

points in an argument, enabled him to draw to
his aid the best fruits of their talents, and the
light of their collected wisdom.

His moral qualities were in perfect harmony with those of his intellect.
Duty was the ruling principle of his conduct; and the rare endowments of his
understanding were not more constantly tasked to devise the best methods of
affecting an object, than they were to guard the sanctity of conscience. No instance
can be adduced in which he was actuated by a sinister motive or endeavored to
attain an end by unworthy means. Truth, integrity, and justice were deeply rooted
in his mind; and nothing could rouse his indignation so soon, or so utterly destroy
his confidence, as the discovery of the want of these virtues in anyone whom he
had trusted. Weaknesses, follies, indiscretions be could forgive; but subterfuge and
dishonesty he never forgot, rarely pardoned.

He was candid and sincere, true to his friends, and faithful to all; neither
practicing dissimulation, descending to artifice, nor holding out expectations which
he did not intend should be realized. His passions were strong, and sometimes they
broke out with vehemence: but he had the power of checking them in an instant.
Perhaps self-control was the most remarkable trait of his character. It was, in part,
the effect of discipline; yet he seems by nature to have possessed this power in a
degree which has been denied to other men.

A Christian in faith and practice, he was habitually devout. His reverence

for religion is seen in his example, his public communications, and his private
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writings. He uniformly ascribed his successes

A to the beneficent agency of the Supreme Being.
erve [swav] v ZEIREE],
L B

S the poor, and kind to those in distress. As a

Charitable and humane, he was liberal to

husband, son, and brother, he was tender and

affectionate. Without vanity, ostentation, or

pride, he never spoke of himself or his actions
unless required by circumstances which concerned the public interests.

As he was free from envy, so he had the good fortune to escape the envy of
others by standing on an elevation which none could hope to attain. If he had
one passion more strong than another it was love of his country. The purity and
ardor of his patriotism were commensurate with the greatness of its object. Love
of country in him was invested with the sacred obligation of a duty; and from the
faithful discharge of this duty he never =v¢rved for a moment, either in thought or
deed, through the whole period of his eventful career.

Such are some of the traits in the character of Washington, which have
acquired for him the love and veneration of mankind. If they are not marked with
the brilliancy, extravagance, and eccentricity, which, in other men, have excited
the astonishment of the world, so neither are they tarnished by the follies, nor
disgraced by the crimes of those men. It is the happy combination of rare talents
and qualities, the harmonious union of the intellectual and moral powers, rather
than the dazzling splendor of any one trait, which constitute the grandeur of
his character. If the title of great man ought to be reserved for him who can not
be charged with an indiscretion or a vice; who spent his life in establishing the
independence, the glory, and durable prosperity of his country; who succeeded
in all that he undertook; and whose successes were never won at the expense of
honor, justice, integrity, or by the sacrifice of a single principle — this title will not
be denied to Washington.

Jared Sparks

322



| A%

O BARBONERS
IR

BB X BIR 26 R UHE, T E S MAIFR. e &R, Ml s
JESE, FRIRAC, SMeE, (AR, MLAKIE. i E8sT, REARE
o ERBAUERIRR, BMAS AR R, JUE. R, St—1TA
FLEE AR S NSRRI, RIS RER, (THEATUE. B5t—BX%E
A OGRS, AL IRIE L2 R R AR, B EHUL R AR RIET.

ERTEARRTA, ER2ATHANEEER R SHA, ARG AT
M —DIER A B DR . AR H FEWE SHIEE, thiRDPF— KRR
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MERNHE,; WBAERSERMIE, EOYERIEIHER, MR AR
g AR L. MUBEIRRE, (BIEHRENA+MEE, MHM—B/EH Tk
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LRGN, FrLUMRER A BRI ATTIE B RAER, % TR T
o AR — R R T H AR RIS, AR AR M ER M. Xt
E R Z AT TR, XIE SR B G . X R R % E 3 SURT T fl
EMPTT. EMSHN 4z, i ERFEX-MHERR, AEREREL
ERATH L, BMARBA SRS

XL R BT EAR ) —LERHE, TXERHE A MAS T A TR 2 SRR 24 0
FIXLRHEABNR EIORE Bomal BRI HHEE A A & b, AR T [ 5
ARt X LAREREASZ A AT YLIRIMTRRR IO, WA R ARG T
fFAMHE. IERXFERMEENA R SR8 R EELs S, BOS5EERNESE—,
AR Hrp—FoeEsT H L RUE K T B KA. “fAN" XA kA
BT — AR SRR ROBATHIA . 08 T ERAMSZ. FRETHRF AR SR TTEk
THOR—E; AT AR 2FERRG 1R A B MRERBOR LI
By IR WEESEEAENCAAMN . XT AT XA LR 2 o

RETE - WTRZEH

S =viniag

R &% - Mrva i (1789-1866) , A FE£EREKREM AR A, 1815FMK
AR FREY, 25, Y ELBRXFRAETHENIEFEIT, 18195, fikied
HERGFG—PTATHEHIT, M T1823FEmk L, KT (£
#), P — %4, 18395 218494, fhfevbh k FimiE#it —IR, #
AEZGH3FPlEbhRERK, HWMAMBTH S X TERL L fetbitr @it
%, 046 (B —4) o (FZ2AHG—4) .

Try to summarize the characters of Washington described in the article with

brief words.
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| Words and Phrases:
quial [ka'laukwial]
I OER, 2TER
perpetual [par'petfual]
adj. 18R, KAHI
analogous [a'naelagas]
adj. 2{URY, HEIEY
despotic [de'spotik]
adj. EREH; RIERY

L

around him a perpetual spring.

B 65 bR R L 1)

Never have I known such a fireside
companion. Great as he was both as a
statesman and philosopher, he never shone
in a light more winning than when he was
seen in a domestic circle. It was once my good
fortune to pass two or three weeks with him,
at the house of a private gentleman, in the back
part of Pennsylvania, and we were confined
to the house during the whole of that time
by the unintermitting constancy and depth
of the snows. But confinement never could
be felt where Franklin was an inmate. His

cheerfulness and his colloquial powers spread

When I speak, however, of his colloquial powers, I do not mean to awaken any

notion analogous to that which Boswell has given us of Johnson. The conversation of

the latter continually reminds one of the “pomp and circumstance of glorious war.”

It was, indeed, a perpetual contest for victory, or an arbitrary or despotic exaction
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of homage to his superior talents. It was strong,

acute, prompt, splendid, and vociferous; as loud,

stormy, and sublime as those winds which he
represents as shaking the Hebrides, and rocking
the old castle which frowned on the dark-rolling
sea beneath.

But one gets tired of storms, however
sublime they may be, and longs for the more
orderly current of nature. Of Franklin, no one
ever became tired. There was no ambition of
loquence, no effort to shine in anything which
came from him. There was nothing which made
any demand upon either your allegiance or your
admiration. His manner was as unaffected as
infancy. It was nature’s self. He talked like an
old patriarch; and his plainness and simplicity
put you at once at your ease, and gave you the
full and free possession and use of your faculties.
His thoughts were of a character to shine by

their own light, without any adventitious aid.

T A

’
_L Words and Phrases:

nomage ['homidz] n. #&;
R
vociferous [vau'sifaras]
adj. YEMER], KRLREER

eloquence [‘elakwans]

n. iERE; OA
allegiance [a'lidzans] n. I,
B8

unaffected [,Ana'fektid]
adj AEFEEERY, BRI
adventitious [,eedven'tifes]
adj. {BARRY; FIKEY
salutary ['seeljuteri] adj. &
FWI; B0 A R
coruscation [ koras'keifan]

0 R Bk R

They only required a medium of vision like his pure and simple style, to exhibit to
the highest advantage their native radiance and beauty.

His cheerfulness was unremitting. It seemed to be as much the effect of a
systematic and salutary exercise of the mind, as of its superior organization. His wit
was of the first order. It did not show itself merely in occasional coruscations; but,
without any effort or force on his part, it shed a constant stream of the purest light
over the whole of his discourse. Whether in the company of commons or nobles, he
was always the same plain man, always most perfectly at his ease, with his faculties
in full play, and the full orbit of his genius forever clear and unclouded.

And then, the stores of his mind were inexhaustible. He had commenced

life with an attention so vigilant that nothing had escaped his observation; and
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a judgment so solid that every incident was

[Words and Phrases:

turned to advantage. His youth had not
felicity [fi'lisiti] n. 3243 ;

been wasted in idleness, nor overcast by

k ik intemperance. He had been, all his life, a close
and deep reader, as well as thinker; and by
the force of his own powers, had wrought up
the raw materials which he had gathered from

books, with such exquisite skill and felicity, that he has added a hundred fold to

their original value, and justly made them his own.

William Wirt

AN O lus oy

DR

WM KB AL LB E MR R . AERIEABIARIE & %
X, EMR T AR, LHESRALERIORE, REERHAIELKE . &
BAEEMMMAER S KREN AR  —&ER T W =R . EARBEE
B, AARE—EFMAE, il FERMTREEN—Z, WOEETRS. H
FAAE ZmHRRENE—&, —R)LhRAEHENERE. MRS, I8EA K
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ER IS AR I RIS R, AR SRR X T X B O A R E . At
BARREREL, KNSRI, FRMTKAERT, FFEUER SR . ARSI
HEREWN, SHEKR, VIS THAA R, 83hE 5 LR 7 R
SRR B E

B2, MISHEXMERBZRANRIERERE, TRHATALZ 25
A S R B R EMTHH R HRAFHIRE. XTEZHK, BAEASX
fl = AL RS . ISR NAZI BB SR AEERE, SRS W ERIE CHA . tih
—# —ZERBEMMRNEE. R T EFRELER, EAE
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1.

Which is not the feature of Johnson’s conversation?
A. splendid

B. acute

C. tiring

D. unaffected

. Which is not the feature of Franklin’s conversation?

A. simple
B. vociferous
C. pure

D. natural

. Among the following four statements, which is wrong?

A. Few people would feel tired of Franklin’s conversations.

B. Franklin was the same plain when he was in the company of civilians and
nobles.

C. Franklin always tried his best to present his eloquence in conversation.

D. Franklin had been vigilant when he was very young.

1.

D 2B 3.C
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aracter of Columbus

Columbus was a man of great and
inventive genius. The operations of his mind
were energetic, but irregular; bursting forth,
at times, with that irresistible force which
characterizes intellect of such an order. His
ambition was |ofty and noble, inspiring
him with high thoughts and an anxiety to
distinguish himself by great achievements.
He aimed at dignity and wealth in the same
elevated spirit with which he sought renown;
they were to rise from the territories he should
discover, and be commensurate in importance.

His conduct was characterized by the

grandeur of his views and the magnanimity

fWords and Phrases:
lofty [bfti] adi S2EHY, SR
renown [ri'naun] n, 752§
ca)
commensurate [ka'menfarit]
adj. FERREY, ARELBIRY

magnanimity

[, maegna'nimati]
n. WAEKE; BT
ravage [reevidz] v. 3R,

yiieed a8
HXHINy TRS

of his spirit. Instead of ravaging the newly-found countries, like many of his

cotemporary discoverers, who were intent only on immediate gain, he regarded

them with the eyes of a legislator; he sought to colonize and cultivate them, to

civilize the natives, to build cities, introduce the useful arts, subject everything to
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the control of law, order, and religion, and thus
(Words and Phrases:

rabble ['rebl] n. & ZAX;
&

impetuous [im'petjuss]

adj, FREHH; FERN; 1R with whom all law was tyranny and all order

to found regular and prosperous empires. That
he failed in this was the fault of the dissolute

rabble which it was his misfortune to command,

exasperate [ig'zaespareit] oppression.
v B fEEAL He was naturally irascible and impetuous,
supplicate ['saplikeit] v. 8K, and keenly sensible to injury and injustice; yet
K the quickness of his temper was counteracted

atonement [8'taunmant]
n. WEegE; SR%R
exalt [ig'o:t] v. #4%; 157+

by the generosity and benevolence of his heart.

The magnanimity of his nature shone forth

iR through all the troubles of his stormy career.

orostrate [prostreit] v. FE(H; Though continually outraged in his dignity,
BF braved in his authority, foiled in his plans, and

partake [pa:'teik] v. £5; endangered in his person by the seditions of
NE; 'z, g turbulent and worthless men, and that, too, at

times when suffering under anguish of body
and anxiety of mind enough to exasperate the
most patient, yet he restrained his valiant and
indignant spirit, and brought himself to forbear, and reason, and even to supplicate.
Nor can the reader of the story of his eventful life fail to notice how free he was from
all feeling of revenge, how ready to forgive and forget on the least sign of repentance
and atonement. He has been exalted for his skill in controlling others, but far greater
praise is due to him for the firmness he displayed in governing himself.

His piety was genuine and fervent. Religion mingled with the whole course of
his thoughts and actions, and shone forth in his most private and unstudied writings.
Whenever he made any great discovery he devoutly returned thanks to God. The
voice of prayer and the melody of praise rose from his ships on discovering the
new world, and his first action on landing was to prostrate himself upon the earth
and offer up thanksgiving. All his great enterprises were undertaken in the name

of the Holy Trinity, and he partook of the holy sacrament previous to embarkation.
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He observed the festivals of the church in the

(Words and Phrases:
discernible [di'sa:nabl]
adj. ] ¥R

opulent ['opjulant]
religion thus deeply seated in his soul diffused a adj. S, SR

wildest situations. The Sabbath was to him a day
of sacred rest, on which he would never sail from

a port unless in case of extreme necessity. The

sober dignity and a benign composure over his k

whole deportment; his very language was pure
and guarded, and free from all gross or irreverent
expressions.

A peculiar trait in his rich and varied character remains to be noticed; namely,
that ardent and enthusiastic imagination which threw a mag.nificence over his
whole course of thought. A poetical temperament is discernible throughout all his
writings and in all his actions. We see it in all his descriptions of the beauties of
the wild land he was discovering, in the enthusiasm with which he extolled the
blandness of the temperature, the purity of the atmosphere, the fragrance of the
air, “full of dew and sweetness,” the verdure of the forests, the grandeur of the
mountains, and the crystal purity of the running streams. It spread a glorious and
golden world around him, and tinged everything with its own gorgeous colors.

With all the visionary fervor of his imagination, its fondest dreams fell short of
the reality. He died in ignorance of the real grandeur of his discovery. Until his last
breath, he entertained the idea that he had merely opened a new way to the old resorts
of opulent commerce, and had discovered some of the wild regions of the East. What
visions of glory would have broken upon his mind could he have known that he had
indeed discovered a new continent equal to the old world in magnitude, and separated
by two vast oceans from all the earth hitherto known by civilized man! How would
his magnanimous spirit have been consoled amid the afflictions of age and the cares
of penury, the neglect of a fickle public and the injustice of an ungrateful king, could
he have anticipated the splendid empires which would arise in the beautiful world he
had discovered, and the nations, and tongues, and languages which were to fill its land
with his renown, and to revere and bless his name to the latest posterity!

Washington Irving
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