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Preface

Located in the Central Plains, the heart of China, with the Yellow River
running through, Henan province enjoys a long history and brilliant culture. It
is not only the cradle of the Chinese nation, but also the region where ancient
ceramic culture begins dawning. Being rich in content and of long standing,
ceramic culture can be traced back to ancient times. According to archaeological
data , as early as 10 000 years ago, ceramics already existed, as some pieces of
tiles were found in the relic of Lingjing Microlithic Culture (in Xuchang, Henan
province). Although these small ceramic fragments did not display their original
shapes, they might well be the rudiments of pottery because the texture of
ceramic body was loose and the ceramic pieces were not completely burnt. They
served as a brilliant dawning of the Chinese civilization and demonstrated that
human being had marched onto the road of civilization. In the Neolithic Age,
which was about 8000 years ago, Neolithic Culture came into being in Peiligang
village, Xinzheng, Henan province. At that time, potteries were made in large
quantity and the people improved remarkablely on the firing technology, style
design and simple decoration. Thus, a new epoch was opened in the development
of pottery and a new chapter was written in the ceramic culture. Potteries
appeared in large numbers and were widely used, which indicated that potteries
had become daily necessities among primitive tribes. It also marked the gradual
transition of human life style from hunting, fishing and gathering to a agricul—
tural life with stable residents, which had epoch—making significance in the
history of human civilization. The painted—pottery culture was formed about
6000 years ago at Yangshao Village (in today’s Mianchi county, Henan province).
Rotational mechanism was introduced into ceramics. Potteries made at that time
were regarded as artistic treasures for their dainty craft, delicate painting and
rich contents. About 4000 years later, Black Eggshell pottery culture (in Longshan,
Henan province) once again won worldwide reputation because ceramic products
were made with more skilled technic, and their exterior was well—polished, and
the black bodies were as thin as eggshell. During the Shang and Zhou dynasties,
bronze culture gradually gained its popularity, which marked a great leap
forward in the development of human culture, science and technology. A new era
began in history. Archaeological discoveries made in Zhengzhou (the capital of
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Henan province) suggested that China's earliest celadon had been successfully
manufacured in the mid Shang Dynasty about 3600 years ago. They underwent
the following major processes: firstly, kaolin was used to make porcelain bodies,
then the bodies were fired and turned gray; secondly,a layer of transparent glaze
was put both inside and outside the ware; finally, they were fired again under
the temperature about 1300°C. Celadons made in this way were not bibulous and
they bore all the characteristics of porcelains. The appearance of celadons shows
that China is the first country in the world to make porcelains and porcelains
originate from China. It also marked a new stage in the history of China's
ceramics development.The appearance of celadons corrected the earlier literature
that not until the Eastern Han Dynasty did celadon history begin, thus put the
history of the development of porcelain forward 1800 years. Of course, the
original porcelain was so original that its supply was only limited to slaveholders
and nobles. They were so rare that they were extremely rare treasures.
Bronze culture experienced continuous development and distillation through
Shang,Zhou,Qin,and Han . While integrated development and application of
ironware, wooden lacquer ware, and other new technology reflected the progress
and development of society. The ceramic firing techniques were in rapid
innovation . But until the Eastern Han Dynasty, the celadon of that period had
a real sense of porcelain features and were recognized by the whole world.
With the metabolism in the history of the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern
Dynasties and after the fleeting Sui Dynasty , time came into the golden Tang
period. Because of the prevailing wind of extravagant burial in that time, the
firing of Tangsancai was very popular and the technique developed quite rapidly,
and left a variety of exquisite works of art for us. Song Dynasty, which sailed
for more than 300 years in the river of history, was the golden age of China's
ceramic industry and during which the development of ceramics reached its peak.
The capital of Northern Song Dynasty was located in Bianjing (today Kaifeng,
Henan province), and the Southern Song in Lin'an (now Hangzhou, Zhejiang
province), hence Henan and Zhejiang were saint sites where most exquisite
porcelain were produced in Song Dynasty . In Henan,ceramics centred with the
district of Yuzhou and Ruzhou and spread throughout the province, and even
neighboring provinces such as Hebei, Shanxi,etc. Multiple Kilns in which vari—
ous kind of famous porcelain were produced influxed into Central Plains and here
porcelain arts interacted and competed with each other . It could be depicted as
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this: Kiln smoke rose here and there, and glory emited everywhere; merchants
gathered here and the roads were busy as well. Government especially helped
developing the cuture of pottery by building official Kilns and forcing folk kilns
to fire official porcelain. Celadon from Ru official kilns ,which was verdant as
jade , Jun porcelain with diverse glaze layers,and Guanware with beautiful
verdant glaze were very famous and renowned at home and abroad.These tech—
nology ,which integrated science, art and aesthetics into one,promoted the
further development of the folk porcelain industry. In the Southern Song Dynasty,
Guanware, Longquanware,and Geware had their own respective features and
respective remarkable industries. The five most famous porcelain in history( Ru,
Jun, Guan, Ge, Ding) all appeared in the Song Dynasty, which was an
indisputable fact and acknowledged by domestic and foreign experts and scholars
as well as collectors. As for famous folk Kilns, besides the Jian Kiln in Fujian,
Yaozhou kiln in Shanxi , Longquan Kiln in Zhejiang, Hutian Kkiln in Jingdezhen
(in Jiangxi), and Cizhou kiln in Hebei, most were from Henan, such as: Ji kiln
of Hebi, Huangye kiln of Gongyi, Quhe Kkiln of Dengfeng, Zhaigou kiln of
Xingyang, Xiguan Kiln of county Mi,Duandian Kiln of Lushan,Huangdao Kkiln of
county Jia, Pa village Kkiln of county Yu , Dangyangyu kiln of Xiuwu ,
Yanhedian kiln of Linru,Jinpingshan Kkiln of Yiyang,Chengguan Kiln of Xin'an ,
Dayaodian kiln of Neixiang etc. These different kilns all had sophisticated
technology. Different products had different way of decorating. Some were
elaborately carved, some were smoothly painted , still some were glazed sleekly
and others were made exquisitely . With respective distinguishing features,
outstanding technology, and superior quality, these different porcelains were like
hundreds and thousands of flowers flourishing fervently in a garden ,each trying
to be more gorgeous than its neighbors. They made the splendid ceramics
culture. No matter where they were produced, what features they owned , and
whether they were official or folk, they are all the soul of our predecessors'
painstaking effort,and all reflect the science ,technology and cutural fashion of
that times, and all are precious materials inherited from our predecessors when
we study the cuture in history. People in our nation love the rich history and
cuture of the motherland , and they are fond of collecting antiques. The current
policy protects legitimate antiquities collection. The mass of our people pursue
cultural life and historical knowledge, thus a new stage emerges that many
people of the whole nation participate to collect antiquities.

o | - (|-



AEHERERAK

Mr.Chen Jingshun spared no effort and took the trouble visiting and
searching all parts of Henan perennially. He climbed over Songshan, got
across Yellow River, and no matter windy or rainy , regardless of cold and heat,
he visited more than 100 ancient Kiln sites, inspected and collected specimens and
artifacts, and finished their classification. He also purchases a special counter to
display his collection and creates the folk Chen's Henan Ancient Porcelain
Specimens Exhibition Hall ,which is free for people to visit and study .He
makes friends by the common love of porcelain , exchanges ideas with them, and
engages in academic study. In the study of ceramics he harvests a lot, and
progresses a lot in the road of self—taught. Mr.Chen is admired by most
collectors and researchers at home and abroad. His Museum is attracting many
domestic and international friends to visit and study .Recently he photographed
the collected specimens , chalked them out, and added explainary words as to
compile them into a book Specimens of Ancient Porcelain Made by Famous Kilns
in Henan, which is about to be published.This book is concise in content,
richly—illustrated,and easily understood. It is a worth reading professional book.
It not only provides a big cutural meal for the mass readers , but also entitles
more scholars, researchers and enthusiasts to more systematicly, conveniently
experiencing the long history of ancient ceramics of Henan. It is a good book
which would teach you to appreciate and taste the true meaning of the ancient
ceramic arts and culture .It enhancs one's artistic taste, and improves identi—
fication and appreciation of the differential level of ancient ceramics. 1 , Mr.
Chen Jingshun's old friend, have the honour to read the manuscripts of his
masterpiece, and harveste a lot. Inspired by his thought I write this as con—
gratulation .

Zhao Qingyun
2007.10.12
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