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A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

An Overall Understanding of Critical Thinking

® Firstly, recognize that thinking critically does not mean simple criticism. It means
not simply accepting information at face value in a non-critical or non-
evaluating way.

® The essence of critical thinking centers not on answering questions but on questioning
answers, so it involves questioning, probing, analyzing, evaluating. In his novel
“Sophie’s World”, the Norwegian writer Jostein Gaarder notes that: ““The most
subversive people are those who ask questions”.

® Remember that prominence does not equate to importance. A newspaper may have
made its lead story the rumor of a break-up between Britney Spears and her latest
boyfriend, but that does not necessarily make it the most important news item
that day. Conversely, in 1914 that tiny story about the assassination of an
undistinguished nobleman in some backwater called Sarajevo proved to have
rather more influences than most readers first appreciated. Try an experiment:
one day, buy five or six national newspapers, compare their coverage of the same
stories on the same day, and note the different prominence-and the different bias-
given to the same stories.

Unit One
Language: Can We Build the Tower of Babel?

Section One Pre-class Assignment

Part | : Thought-Provoking Reading

Is Language Only A Tool?

A language is unique. Whether it’s a tool or not, or just a tool that we use or a
significant part of us is controversial. However, here’s some facts to think about:

1. There’s a hypothesis called the Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis that argues that the
language we speak underpins the way we view the world around us. This theory, named
after the American linguists Edward Sapir and Benjamin Lee Whorf, is a very influential
but controversial theory concerning the relationship between language, thought and
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A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

culture. What this hypothesis suggests is like this: our language helps mold our way of
thinking and, consequently, different languages may probably express our unique ways of
understanding the world. Consider the following: in Western cultures it’s quite normal to
have 7 basic colors (those of the rainbow, the rest we consider their shades).
Surprisingly enough, in some Indian languages the basic color set will only include 4
items. And also consider the complexity of the titles that Chinese use to call their
relatives on the father’s or mother’s side. Following this argument, two important points
could be captured in this theory. On the one hand, language may determine our thinking
patterns; on the other, similarity between languages is relative; the greater their
structural differentiation is, the more diverse their conceptualization of the world will be.
For this reason, this hypothesis has alternatively been referred to as Linguistic
Determinism and Linguistic Relativity. Nowadays, two versions of the Sapir-thorf
Hypothesis have been developed, a strong version and a weak version. The strong
version of the theory refers to the claim the original hypothesis suggests, emphasizing the
decisive role of language as the shaper of our thinking patterns. The weak version of this
hypothesis, however, is a modified type of its original theory, suggesting that there is a
correlation between language, culture and thought, but the cross-cultural differences thus
produced in our ways of thinking are relative, rather than categorical.

2. Language is known to participate in the process of thinking. When you think of
something, you usually find yourself silently using language to communicate with yourself
as if you were speaking without actually opening your mouth. That’s called “inner
speech”. There is no doubt that inner speech represents a central process in consciousness
and psychology. People report that approximately one fourth of their conscious waking
life is made up of silent verbal thinking. In one study, 96% of all adult participants
indicated that they sometimes talk to themselves aloud when alone. Self-directed speech
(first as private speech in children and then as inner speech in adults) has been shown to
play a primary role in the regulation of thought and behavior. All features of normal
language functions (e. g. reading, writing, speaking, calculating) entail intact inner
speech. Self-talk also plays a role in task switching performance, remembering the goals
of action, and self-awareness. When distorted, inner speech is frequently implicated in
various forms of psychological disorders such as schizophrenia, social anxiety, and
depression. However, the extent to which thinking and language are related is not yet
fully known.

3. Language plays a major part in one’s identity. English is the official language in
several countries. Chinese is the language spoken by Chinese people and Danish is how
Danes speak. Also, within a country, people in different regions speak with different
accents, or so-called “regional dialects”. But languages could also be described as
different ways of talking due to social background, education, profession, age and sex.
A person’ language is connected to his social situation. In the movie, My Fair Lady,
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Eliza, the cockney flower girl from the gutter does not speak the same language as
Professor Higgins, even if English is their common mother tongue. They speak
differently in the so-called “social dialect” because they belong to different social worlds.
Identity can signify the very special characteristics of a person, something that makes
him differ from others. Social dialect is mostly based on class, ethnicity, gender, age,
and particular social situations. Black English in the United States is an example of a
social dialect. What’s more, dialects may be both regional and social. An example is the
Chinese spoken dialect and written form called nvshu. It apparently was known and used
only by women in the village of Jiang-yong in Hunan Province of South China. Women
taught nvshu only to their daughters and used it to write memoirs, create songs, and
share their thoughts with each other. While women also knew and used the conventional
Chinese dialects of their region, they used nvshu to maintain female support networks in
their male dominated society.

4. Only a small portion of the information a text may potentially carry is properly
accessed by the listener. Try doing this: tell a story (500 words or so, not too long) to a
friend and ask him/her to retell it to another person keeping the story as close to the
original text as possible. If this is repeated several times with different people, you’ll
hardly recognize your story. h

5. Words can inform our mind, caress and comfort our feelings, excite and thrill our
spirit, or warm and kindle the flame of our hearts. They can also slap our face, punch us
in the stomach, rattle our nerves, Kkill our desire, or destroy our self-confidence. Of
course this is metaphorical, but these metaphors capture in words our physical reactions to
what is said, and that is the power of language. It can emotionally move and affect us as
powerfully as physical actions. Unfortunately, however, we have yet to recognize and
legitimize this great power in the way we should, and we are left to deal with language in
whatever way we have learned and adopted.

Questions for thinking and discussing

1. What does the allusion “Tower of Babel” imply? Do you think it is possible that
one day one single language (English, Chinese or Esperanto or another) will
unify the whole world? Why or why not?

2. In what way can different languages determine one’s unique culture and way of
thinking? Please take Chinese and English for instances and try to illustrate.

3. It is said, if you want to change yourself to be a different person, then do a self-
talk every day and tell yourself that you are this man, and finally the magic
happens. Do you really believe this? Why or why not?

4. Do you agree that one dialect is superior to the other because it represents a
different regional and social culture, and eventually one will prosper and the
other will die? Please explain in details.

F_RERFHRM
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5. To illustrate the power of a language, can you tell us a real example (good or
bad) about how some words really have changed your behavior or way of

thinking?

Text-related words

controversial adj. 5| E4HEH, HSILH

hypothesis n. i}, Bi%

underpin vz. R GeHE. F5KE)FT F AL ;
58 5 JL [

mold vt. ¥iE

differentiation n. X4, X 5

conceptualization n. #f&4k

Determinism n. JREL

Relativity n. %8

categorical adj. #5%}HY)

entail ve. [ LE, FTHE

intact adj. 52

schizophrenia n. ¥4 2L

cockney n. AN T F ; H L&

the gutter %% R &

ethnicity n. FEHf7

nvshu n. 45 (fifs T B ¥ R A LK B/
— b i Lot B i IF B AE ot bl R
3CF)

memoirs n. [EfZ5%, i35

caress vi. . L

metaphorical adj. G

legitimize vt. flif#:

g .8
1

Part ][ : Unit-related words and expressions

HiERES

i v
BH

oral ability
pronunciation
JH
WE
working Languages
net-speak M4 FiE
native speaker AEIEH

universal language/Esperanto i #i&
sense of language &/

proverb EiE.HH

idiom >Jif, MiE&

linguistics &S %

HEFER

a slip of the tongue

vowel
consonant
THEES

linguist
AR

H 3k

HiEE

%5

forget lines :id]

stick to/persist in R FF

The words fail to express the meaning. 7]

REE.

pet phrase
lecturer
stage fright
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A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

Section Two Class Activities

W Part | : Lead-in Video Appreciation. Take notes while watching.

# Part ][ : Warm-up Oral Expression
1. Narrate something on the following topic:
My English Learning Experience (Painful or Enjoyable)

2. Have you had any difficulties in learning to speak English well and what are the
possible ways to improve oral English?

BRERFHMRI



A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

Hints

The difficulties in learning to speak English well.
Not enough vocabulary

Poor grammar

Teachers’ poor English oral ability

Lack of language environment

No use in reality

Difficulty in imitating the native pronunciation and intonation

The most effective way to improve oral English is to use the language.
Talk to yourself

Record your own voice

Participate in classroom English activities

Learn common idioms

Understand the sounds that your mother language doesn’t have
Practice minimal pairs

Study word and sentence stress

Practice tongue twisters

Make friends with the exchange students on our campus

Take part in English speaking activities

Watch English programs as much as possible

Listen to English broadcasts on the radio

Make an English speaking foreign friend on the internet

@ Part J[. Comprehensive-thinking Oriented Oral Expression
Conduct group discussions on the following topic:
Ways of English Learning

Second Military Medical University Press



A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

Hints

The discussion may be conducted using the following aspects:

1. basic aspects of English learning: listening, speaking, reading and writing. For
each of them, intensive and extensive methods may be adopted.

2. internal factors, such as interest, motivation, and confidence.

3. external factors, such as environment, financial ability, and modern technology.

n Part [V. Critical-thinking Oriented Oral Expression
1. Is it proper to advocate the use of local dialect in TV programs?

A

Arguments

¢ Local dialects are a part of local culture , and currently cultural diversity (multi-
culturalism) instead of cultural monopoly is the trend .

< A lot of cultural events like local operas can only be performed in local dialect .

Counterarguments

<  Speaking with a local dialect is often a marker of poor education and can form an
obstacle in career development .

< In modern times, mobility is a characteristic of upwardly mobile people. This
demands a commonly understood language in a country.

BEERFHRA
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A fine quotation is a diamond on the finger of a witty person, but a pebble in the hands of a fool .

2. What’s behind the dominance of a certain dialect?

Hints

¢ The so-called Putonghua is actually based on a certain local dialect. Basically
speaking , no local dialect is better than others.

< It’s often the executive power of a government that forcefully imposes a general
language upon individuals .

Second Military Medical University Press
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3. Why is English compulsory in our educational system? What’s your
understanding?

Hints
< English has become a super language .
< On the other hand , we should realize language penetration is an effective way of

cultural invasion .

Section Three After-class Assignment

Search for the latest English words and expressions used on the Internet, sum up the
common features of these words and figure out why Netspeak is getting popular and how
it has influenced our modern language.

B_EERFHMRM 9



Love is like a butterfly. It goes where it pleases and it pleases where it goes.

Tips For Critical Thinking (1)

® To understand a news item, try to give some context to the current event. For
instance, if it is reported that a group of Sunnis today attacked a meeting of
Shiites in Iraq, three things are needed to make full sense of the report. First,
explanation: what is the difference between Sunnis and Shiites and what
proportion of the population do they constitute? Second, history: what is the
origin of the division of Sunnis and Shiites in the country and how has the power
relationship altered in past years? Third, anticipation: what does the attack mean
for future developments such as the formation of a government or the conduct of
an election?

® Check the source. Who wrote the article or scripted the program? How
knowledgeable is the source? Does the source have a particular interest or ‘angle’
or prejudice? Is the source known to you by reputation or previous work? In the
case of a web site in particular, it may be difficult to establish the source.

Unit Two
Romantiec Love: Is Love A Red, Red Rose?

Section One Pre-class Assignment

Part | : Thought-Provoking Reading

“Naked” wedding: a blessing or a disaster?

“Naked wedding, ” a popular catch phrase in China coined amid the background of
skyrmketiné property prices, reflects the reality of many young people in China today. It
refers to a marriage without a house, a car, diamond ring, and fancy wedding ceremony-
just a nine-yuan marriage certificate.

A recent online poll about “naked weddings” on Sohu. com that released the results on
December 24 show over half of the respondents would not choose to have that kind of a wedding.

Supporters say: a “naked wedding” should be the normal expectation for youth,
while a wedding with everything is a kind of sick misunderstanding of society and the

reasons for marriage. A few decades ago, our parents were getting married in a “naked

10
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way.” They have better and happier lives now, so young people should also do so.

Opponents have their own arguments against “naked weddings.” They say a “naked
wedding” is a way of cheating yourself; living without a certain material basis also means
no interest in romance; marriage on the basis of the marriage certificate, which is a thin
piece of paper, can not pass through any tough experience.

For the first question, “Would having a 'naked’ wedding be an option, ” 47 percent
of web users supported this, while 43 percent disagreed. The remaining 10 percent were
undecided.

When it comes to whether such marriage will be happy, 44 percent voted “Yes” and
believed that marriage is based on love not material goods, while the same proportion of “No”
voters doubted if this kind of marriage without any physical foundations would work.

“Such a wedding shouldn’t be tagged with this title. It is normal for young people. I
think the whole society has a twisted concept over marriage and happiness, ” a
respondent named “Iambest” said.

However, “Anju Guest, ” another Internet user opposed the idea and viewed it as a
self-deceiving move, contending that “a nine yuan-certificate marriage without material
foundation is as fragile as a sheet of paper and cannot withstand any obstacles. ”

The poll also showed that 80 percent of male respondents liked the idea of “naked
weddings, ” but 70 percent of women were against it.

Meanwhile, some female respondents were willing to make some compromises.

A woman named “Duyiwei” said she could accept being “half naked” and gave a very
vivid analogy: houses can be compared to clothes while cars and wedding rings are like
hats and scarves. She explained that she can do without accessories but definitely can’t do
without clothes.

Although “naked wedding” is a buzzword of 2009, this phenomenon does not just
belong to young couples born in the 1980s.

“It is nothing to be ashamed of to rent an apartment. In our parents’ generation,
they married ‘naked’ and started their life from scratch, ” web user “Xiaoya679” said.

“Naked wedding” has everything to do with the typical young Chinese couple’s
dream of owning a house.

“We don’t want to empty our wallets to become slaves to a mortgage... 1 am still
young and I hope I will see the day when the property market bubble bursts, ” wrote Li
Fangchao in his story about “naked weddings”.

While this idea is highly controversial in China, what about the situation in foreign
countries? Let’s have a look at an essay written by an Australian:

What in China is considered a “naked marriage” is simply a normal marriage in
Australia. The expectation that a man should provide material goods before a woman will
accept him is a completely foreign concept to Australians. In Australia, the likelihood
that a couple will have a house or car as soon as they tie the knot is remote.
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