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adison County, lowa.

Brother and sister

Carolyn and Michael

Johnson are puzzled

by their deceased

mother, Francesca’s,

strange request to be cremated

and have her ashes sprinkled

from the Roseman Bridge near-

by, instead of being buried
next to her deaq husband,

Richard. Instructions lead them

to her notebooks, and they

learn the story of what hap-
pened to her back in 1965+«

1965. Francesca sees off

Carolyn and Michael, then in
their teens, and her husband,

Richard, as they leave for the
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State Fair. Soon after their de-
parture, a photographer named
Robert Kincaid, on an assign-
ment for National Geographic to
photograph the bridges of Madi-
son County, pulls up in his truck
and asks for directions to the
Roseman Bridge. They falls in
love almost at the first sight.
Francesca shows him the wdy
and invites him back to her
house for dinner. She invites
him back again the next night,
they dance in the kitchen, and
soon retire for a passionate
night of lovemaking. Robert
asks Francesca to run away
with him. However, Francesca
refuses to leave, knowing that



the scandal would ruin her fam-
ily’s life and leave her eventu-
ally feeling embittered. Robert
understands and leaves her on
the fourth day of their time to-
gether, before her family re-
turns home.

Over the years, Francesca
takes out a subscription to Na-
tional Geographic, receives a
love letter from Robert, and
thinks of him always. When
Richard finally dies and the
children are grown, she tries to
contact Robert, only to find that
he died some years ago and
left everything to her. His
‘lawyers send her his personal
effects, including a book of
photographs he made entitied
Four Days which is dedicated to
“F”. The lawyer’s letter ex-
plains that he had himself cre-
mated and the ashes sprinkled
from the Roseman Bridge s« -+

After reading the note-
books, Michael and Carolyn go
to the Roseman Bridge and

sprinkle
Francesca’s
ashes into
wind.
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man hit by an automobile in Florida of the
United States was given a number of
blood transfusions in a hospital. Some

A

time thereafter he was found to have AIDS. The -

man therefore filed a petition for a court order a-
gainst - the blood bank that had furnished the
blood to the hospital. He demanded the names
and addresses of all the blood donors so that he
could determine if any of them had AIDS. By do-
ing this, he hoped to prove that he had been in-
fected with AIDS as the result of one of the
transfusions in the hospital.

The man’s petition was rejected by the
court because it had interfered the privacy of the
blood donors. According to the court’s deci-
sion, the right of privacy for donors of blood enti-
tles them to have their identity kept confidential.
If their identities were made known, there was
the great danger that each donor would be sub-
jected to discrimination. From a general social
’ point of view, the donation of blood by others
would be discouraged if a donor would run the
risk of such publicity. Any interference with the
privacy of donors of blood would be harmful to
the general welfare and therefore was to be
avoided.

Right of privacy is only one of the personal

rights. Laws were first developed to protect
the individual from being injured or killed
and to protect the individual’s property
from being damaged. Over the course of
time, the protection' of personal rights has
broadened to include protection of reputa-
tion, privacy and economic interests.
American laws regard it as an offense
to knowingly injure, intimidate, or interfere
with anyone exercising a basic civil right
(such as voting). Interference with atten-
dance in a public school or college, partici-
pation in any governmental program, or the
use of any public facility (common carrier,
hotel, or restaurant) is prohibited when
based on race, color, religion, or national
origin discrimination. Laws also prohibit dis-
crimination in employment, in furnishing ho-
tel accommodations and transportation, and
in commercial transactions in the sale of
property. Since membership in a profession-
al association, labor union, or business
group has economic importance to its mem-
bers, an applicant can no longer be exclud-
ed arbitrarily from the membership, or be
expelled without notice of the charges made

and an opportunity to be heard.
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Dear readers, let me introduce the three venerable “Pandas” who are well known in Bei-
= jing’s English language circle. They got this humorous nickname soon after they had come back
& to China from England one after another in the early fifties, for they are brothers and sister of a
= family by the name of Xiong, which means:panda or bear. Needless to say, they all prefer
. beloved “Panda” to clumsy “Bear”, so this pet name has stuck to them to this very day, when

they are respectively seventy-one, seventy and sixty-nine years of age.

The eldest Panda is Prof. D. L. Xiong, called “Old Sister” by her brothers since their child-

. hood. Her pen name is simply: Deh Lan. She has been training translators and interpreters for
; nearly half a century, and has written over a score of English textbooks by now; the newly pub-
lished ones are a series of (£ = SL A 18 ). Since her retirement twelve years ago, she has been
. writing Chinese novels for a change, including a successful trilogy named CBRABAD.
The second Panda is her brother D. W. Xiong, who served in the Chinese People’s Volunteers
during the Korean War, and was awarded quite a number of medals for his brilliant work that had
g something to do with English. After that he taught English at a military college for many years.
¢ Then he became a language polisher for the English newspaper China Daily. When he retired; he
g began to do all kinds of translation at leisure, including turning his sister’s Chinese novels into
i~ English. (See Page 35) :

The youngest Panda is old Prof. D. N. Xiong of Beijing Foreign Studies University, where he

has been teaching since he was a young man. In those old days his colleagues used to call him
“Little Panda”, and his students called him “Small Teacher”, for he was not only young in age,
but also small in size. Since then he has been the language polisher of countless English text-
books, and he is the only English language consultant of the revised edition of the huge Chinese-
~ English Dictionary, as well as the language polisher of this magazine.
- You might well ask:how is it that all the three Pandas have become authorities of English?
: :»: The answer is simple:they have two “mother tongues”--Chinese and English. Their father, S. 1.
Xiong, was a famous Chinese playwright in the west. Just before the Second World War, he took
his three children to England, where they went to school and later to Oxford University. Since
their return to the land they belong to,' all of them have been doing their best? in China’s English
language field for over four decades.

With the passing years, the three patriotic Little Pandas of yesterday have gradually become
the three respected Old Pandas of today. i

Chief Editor

English Salon %% % December 1995 7
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oxwsx2® NONVERBAL COMMUNICATION:
FACIAL EXPRESSIVENESS

kEdF XA

@ Do you often judge one’s personality through
his/her facial expressions? 1R % @it X A 45 k30
FOM R KV BT A (B 894D 7

@S a stranger smiles at you on a street, would
you smile back or would you feel puzzled?4e R f&
B LA fE A AMRBE ARAR B X D22 K E

TRAED?

Facial expressions carry meaning that is de-
termined by situations and relationships. For in-
stance, in American culture the smile is typically
an expression of pleasure. Yet it also has other
functions. A smile may show affection, convey

" politeness, or disguise true feelings. It is also a
source of confusion across cultures. For example,
many people in Russia consider smiling at
strangers in public to be unusual and even suspi-
cious behaviour. Yet many Americans smile freely
at strangers in public places. Some Russians be-
lieve that Americans smile in the wrong place;
some Americans believe that Russians don’t smile
enough. In Southeast Asian cultures, a smile is
frequently used to cover emotional pain or embar-
rassment.

Our faces reveal emotions and attitudes, but
we should not attempt to “read” people from an-
other culture as we would “read” someone from
our own culture. The degree of facial expressive-
ness one exhibits varies among individuals and
cultures. The fact that members of one culture do
not express their emotions as openly as do mem-
bers of another does not mean that they do not
experience emotions. Rather, there are cultural
restraints on the amount of nonverbal expressive-
ness permitted.

If we judge people whose ways of showing .e-
motions are different acccording to our own cul-

L= i

REEET:

tural norms, we may make the mistake of

- “reading” the other person incorrectly.

NBRBEAREABTHEERAOXRME. B
W, EZXZEXLP . MEBREMROABBSH,B
BRNEAESRAMER.AREZR, KTAR. X
BMAXNER.BTXILERNFE . MRXBRE
BIRBAD . AZREANASANBEEAMER
FOIEN.EERTRZE . MIFSZEAHDEE
ARGELTOREABE AR AURE AR
ZEARBEAENENZSHE . MEEAMIAA
BEANRAZE ERBIXLR. MXEHRAXR
BMERELLOBRAMTL.

BNIRERABRASE.BERNTER
AMAEADBRBEXFEEEREA . AA XL
PRARNT A EBRASABRER.T—XILHE
BRAA AR - XLERONABELATHREES
CHER IAFAEREMNREER. MEMNE
FEBRUEDALBANILERE.

ARRNUBCH IR EEE B I LR IA R
BLOARARANRNATELNMARERE
BAKRBER.
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WO
take place, one involving cavalry regi-
ments, the other the infantry of the

guard-changing ceremonies

Queen’s  Guard. In the former, the
Changing of the Queen’s Life Guard at
the Horse Guards in Whitehall, the two
mounted regiments making up the Household Cav-
alry the Life Guards and the Blues and Royals--
each perform alternate twenty-four hour guard du-
ty. Their duties include manning the arches and
sentry boxes in Whitehall, often a test for both
man and horse who must remain unmoving as
crowds press closer, cameras click, sugar lumps
are waved about and remarks of a sometimes
personal nature are heard. The ceremony begins
at 11. 00, when the new guard arrives at Horse
Guards Arch from Knightsbridge Barracks and
forms up opposite the old guard. Once installed,
the new guard remains on duty until the following
day; an inspection on foot takes place at 16. 00.
Viewing space at the Horse Guards is
severely restricted by the small size of the fore-
court, and many visitors prefer to forego the
spectacle of the Life Guards’ fine black horses in
favour of a larger are of vision at Buckingham
Palace. There, from a position along the front

« 10«

O k28 %%

railings, one may observe the grander cer-
emony of the Changing of the Queen’s
Guard. This usually takes place every oth-
er day, and for the most part involves two
of the five regiments of the Guards Divi-
sion-- the Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots,
Irish and Welsh Guards. All wear a scarlet
tunic and bearskin cap or busby, the regi-
ments being differentiated by the grouping
of the buttons on their tunics and by
plumes of various colours worn in the bus-
by(or no plume at all in the case of the
Scots Guards).

The new guard marches into the fore-
court at 11. 30, preceded by the band that
has accompanied it from either Chelsea or
Wellington Barracks. The old and new guards
face each other across the forecourt and then
change about. When the Court is in London, the
regiments carry the Queen’s Colour, a crimson
standard; on other days they carry their regimen-
tal colours. At various times, and according to
availability, other regiments share duty at the
Palace with the Guards.
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Khruschev was a very ex
citable and loud-mouthed per-
son. He was especially so once
he had picked up his glass and
was reluctant to put it down.
An instance in 1956 best illus-
trates this special trait of his.

On May 27th of that year,
the Soviet Union held a recep-
tion in the garden of the Kremlin
for' air force officers from the
West. Khruschev attended the
function and made quite an ex-
hibition of himself on that occa-
sion. ‘

Vodka was in plentiful sup-
ply and Khruschev helped him-
self freely with the stuff. Soon
his stomach was bulging with
this fiery liquor and the alcohol
began to work on him. He be-
came very loose with his tongue ¥4
and lost all his sense of proportion. First of all he
belittled all small nations, saying that they didn’t
count at all in world affairs. Then he picked on
Britain and France as butts for his ridicule. He
said he couldn’t understand why France wanted
to pretend to be a great power. He thought her
effort to make an atomic bomb to be ridiculous,
as she was trying something impossible, some-
thing totally beyond her. God simply had not
blessed her with either the financial or the materi-
al resources needed. As for the British, he had no
good words for their arrogance and conceit. He
cited as an example the treatment Tupolev had
received during his visit to Britain. There this top
Soviet aircraft designer were refused admittance
to all the aircraft factories. In actual fact, Khr-
uschev went on to say, the British had nothing

" new to show to the world be-
sides their diplomatic
“flexibility”.

As he rambled on and on,
he became more and more of-
fensive. In the end he had to
be “led” away by concerned
personnel. It was he who be-
came the real “butt” of ridicule
at that reception.
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“The government of Israel announces with as-
tonishment and deep sorrow the death of Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin who was murdered by an
assassin tonight in Tel Aviv,”Rabin’s spokesman
Eytan Haber said on late 4th of November,1995.

Rabin. 73 and a former general, had just ad-
dressed 100, 000 people at the left-wing “Peace
Yes Violence No” rally and was walking down the
steps of Tel Aviv City Hall when he was shot
three times in the chest, the spleen, and spinal
column by a 27-year-old low student. After the
shooting he was bundled blood-stained into a car
and rushed to hospital but died shortly afterwards.

Rabin, who has faced threats from the ex-
treme rightwing for his self-rule deal with the
Palestinian Liberation Organization, became the
first Israeli Prime Minister to be assassinated
since the country was created in 1948.

Thousands of shocked lIsraelis took to the
streets of Tel Aviv weeping as news of the pre-
mier’s death spread, and a mass rally of mourn-
ing was held on the same spot where only hours
earlier Rabin had delivered what was fated to be
his last message of peace. “| always believed
that most of the people want peace and are ready
to take a risk for it, ... Today | believe there is a
chance for peace and we have to seize it,” Rabin
told the rally.

The attack was claimed by the previously un-
known Jewish Avenging Organization, but another
two extremist organizations also claimed to have
carried out the attack.

Rabin gave his life for peace, shocked world
leaders said as they learned of his assassination.
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“l condemn in the strongest possible terms
this outrageous act of terror which has struck
down one of the greatest leaders in Israel’s histo-
ry, ... Prime Minister Rabin will forever be re-
membered for his courageous leadership these
past three years,” UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali said in a statement.

An emotional US President Bill Clinton ex-
pressed his deep sorrow at Rabin’s killing in a
televised address at the White House, saying: “I
am outraged at the news of this attempt on the
life of Yitzhak Rabin, a great leader for peace
and a good friend, ... Peace must be... and
peace will be. .. Prime Minister Rabin’s lasting
legacy.” US Secretary of State Warren Christo-
pher said: “ The world has lost a leader and a
statesman. ” He noted that Rabin had proved
“heroic in war and in the service of his country”
and “pursued peace with the same courage and
determination. ... History will record Prime Minis-
ter Rabin as one of the towering figures. of this
century. ”

PLO leader Yasser Arafat said he was sad-
dened and shocked at what he called the “awful
and terrible crime” against a brave leader and a
“tragedy for the peace process. ”

Arafat and Rabin signed at the White House
on September 28, 1995, an accord to extend
Palestinian self-rule across the West Bank, which
provoked fierce opposition from the right-wing
Jews.

King Hussein of Jordan, who made peace
with Israel in 1994, mourned the passing of “a
dear friend” and “a soldier of peace and a martyr
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for peace in the whole region. ”

President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt said:“l de-
plore the death of Mr. Rabin from the gunfire of
treacherous enemies of peace. Only brave and
courageous men can bring about a just and
durable peace. ”

Chinese President Jiang
Zemin and Premier Li Peng ex-
pressed condolences over the
death of Rabin and strongly con-
demned the terrorist act.

Most of other world leaders
condemned the assassination and
mourned Rabin as a brave man of
peace and of principle, a coura-
geous leader and an architect of
peace in the Middle East.

More than 40 world leaders.,
from American and European
presidents to Arab kings, attend-
ed the emotional funeral of Prime
Minister Rabin at Jerusalem’s
Mount Herzl Cemetery on November 6, 1995. In-
cluded were US President Clinton. Russian Prime
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, British Prime Minis-
ter John Major, French President Jacques Chirac,
Germany’s President Roman Herzog and Prime
Minister Kohl, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak ,
Jordan’s King Hussein, Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter Yohei Kono and Chinese vice minister of the
State Planning Commission, etc. One notable ab-
sentee was PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. His
aides said he was staying away for “political and
security reasons.” But days later on November
10, Arafat paid a secret and surprise 90-minute
condolence call to Rabin’s widow at the family
home in Tel Aviv.

A grieving lsrael buried Yitzhak Rabin to the
eulogies of world leaders and a pledge by acting
Prime Minister Shimon s v
Peres that the dream of 2
Arab-Israel peace would
live on. “We have all
decided to carry on the
path of peace begun by
Yitzhak Rabin. It was
the last testament that
he left us,” said Peres
who is a co-architect of
peace with Rabin. Ra-
bin, Peres and Arafat
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shared 1994 Nobel Peace Prize.

The United States said it would step up its
efforts to advance the peace process, while the
presence in the disputed city of Jerusalem of Arab
leaders such as Egyptian President Hosni

: Mubarak and King Hussein of Jor-
dan will be a powerful boost to
the Israeli peace camp.

However, Rabin’s death
leaves a void in Israeli politics at
a critical juncture in the Middle
East peace process. The assassi-
nation threatens to harm the
peace process by destroying the
sense of security the former gen-
eral turned peacemaker had of-
fered his people. Despite official
assurances that the peace pro-
cess would go on, it could be
considerably weakened by Ra-
bin’s death. The swell of public
outrage from world leaders at the
killing and the presence of many of them at Ra-
bin’s funeral, will go a long way towards keeping
the peace process on track.
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