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Forword

Shan Jixiang

Located in the Southwest of our
homeland, Sichuan Province has long history
and splendid scenery, and the great title of
Tianfu ("Natural Treasury and Granary", Land of
Plenty). For thousands of years, the ancestors
of Sichuan people have worked hard in this
region, created brilliant ancient civilization
and endowed us abundant invaluable cultural
heritages. Up to now, Sichuan has five World
Heritages, 128 Historical Monuments and
Cultural Relics under State Protection including
154 localities, 578 Historical Monuments and
Cultural Relics under Provincial Protection and
3035 Historical Monuments and Cultural Relics
under Municipal and County-level Protection;
103 museums and memorial halls of all of
levels and subjects with more than 1.3 million
items collected, more than 200,000 pieces of
which were rare cultural relics. Both in name
and reality, Sichuan is one of the major cultural
heritage provinces with the most Historical
Monuments and Cultural Relics under State
Protection.

Including ancient sites, burials,
architecture, cave temples and stone
inscriptions, important modern historical
remains and memorial architectures, the
Historical Monuments and Cultural Relics
under State Protection in Sichuan have the
most amounts and high values on history, art
and science. In recent years, with the attention
of provincial committee of CPC and provincial

government and according to the Law of the
Peoples Republic of China on Protection of
Cultural Relics, the protection scopes of the
Historical Monuments and Cultural Relics
under State Protection in Sichuan are defined,
the marks and introduction signs are erected,
records and archives were built and specialized
apparatuses and personnel are set and
assigned to effectively protect and rationally
utilize these historical monuments and cultural
relics.

Today, in the situation of implementing
Scientific Outlook on Development and
constructing a harmonious society, Historical
Monuments and Cultural Relics under State
Protection play more and more important role
in the construction of Socialist Modernization.
First, every Chinese heartily feels proud for the
great ancient civilizations possessed by our
nation, which is essential for us to strengthen
the self-confidence and cohesiveness of
our Chinese nation and to excite patriotic
enthusiasm of our Chinese people. Second,
many Historical Monuments and Cultural Relics
under State Protection are also Patriotism
Education Bases, the vivid and intuitive artifacts
and monuments of which have become the
second classroom of historical materialism and
patriotism educations for the people. Third,
historical and cultural heritages play more and
more important roles in the fast-developing
tourism, especially in recent years. Rather large



amount of Historical Monuments and Cultural
Relics under State Protection are attracting
international tourists to come to visit them with
their unique charms; their historical and cultural
natures show our international friends the
profound Chinese traditional cultures, deepen
the understanding of the people all over the
world to China and improve the friendship
between Chinese people and the people of all
of the countries.

To present a gift for the 60th anniversary
of the founding of the People's Republic
of China, Sichuan Cultural Relics Bureau
compiled the Cultural Heritages in Sichuan:
Brief Information on Major Historic Sites under

National Protection in Hubei Province. This

book accurately provides the basic information

of the 128 Historical Monuments and Cultural
Relics under State Protection in Sichuan
Province with reliable and thorough contents,
concise texts and exquisite illustrations. The
well-organized illustrations and introductions

with English translations are suitable for both .
professional researchers and non-professional Q\
amateurs; | believe that this book will be
welcomed and appreciated by our colleagues ) j‘
and cultural heritage aficionados, and produce )
positive functions to the cultural heritages
preservation work of Sichuan Province.
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Preface

Zheng Xiaoxing

Sichuan Province is located in the
southwest of China, a vast and scenic
land inhabited by many ethnicities. It has
witnessed a splendid and extended history
and is experiencing prosperity today. The
transformation of the ancient Shu State to
present-day Sichuan in the past millennia
has produced brilliant intellectuals, painterly
landscape and poetic history. The Emei
crescent is shining with the compassion of the
giant Buddha, the Qingcheng dawn imbued
with Daoist spirits, and the Jianmen drizzle wet
the azure-skied corridor.

During the Shang and Zhou dynasties,
Sichuan gave rise to two states: Shu in western
Sichuan and Ba in eastern Sichuan. For this
reason, Sichua is also known as “Bashu”. Since
316BC, when Qin conquered Ba and Shu,
Sichuan became a part of Chinese dynasties. In
1001 (the fourth year of the Xianping reign of
Emperor Zhenzong of Northern Song), Sichuan
was divided into four roads (Administrative units
of Northern Song), which were shortened as
Sichuan (Four river) Road and gave birth to the
name of Sichuan. Sichuan is a state of Tianfu.
Tian means heavenly and fu treasury. In the
“Chuanguan (Officials of Spring)” section of
the Zhouguan (Officials of Zhou), the officials
that were in charge of treasures of the central
government were called “heavenly treasury”,
which implies that the governmental treasury
gathered rare and precious goods”. During

the late Eastern Han period, Zhuge Liang first
employed the phrase “heavenly treasury to refer
to Sichuan in his poetic phrases “thousands
of miles of fertile field lies in the land of the
heavenly treasury”. It was adopted by Chang Ju
of the Western Jin in his work Huayang Guozhi
as evidenced by his phrases “the so-called
heavenly treasury was originally called Huayang”
and “the absence of meager years gives it the
name of heavenly treasury.” Since then the
phrase “Land of Heavenly Treasury” became the
synonym of Sichuan.

Sichuan, blessed with a long history and
prosperous culture, was one of the cradles of
Chinese civilization. The Ba and Shu cultures
were of the early regional cultures and had
a privileged place in the Yangzi River Valley
civilization. Archaeological discoveries tell
us that human began to inhabit the Sichuan
land. The documented history of Sichuan can
boast for three thousand years and a great
body of spiritual wealth and cultural properties
has been bequeathed to us. The first urban
civilization arose in 4500BP during the time
of the Baodun Culture. It was followed by the
Sanxingdui Site, Jinsha Site, Shiergiao Site, and
boat burials, the manifestations of the Shu
Culture and the Luojiaba Site, the manifestation
of the Ba Culture, the Marquise Wu's Temple,
Pangtong Temple, Fule Mountain, and the
Jianmen Trail, the manifestations of the Three-
Kingdom Culture. We may also name the



poetry as embodied in the Du Fu’s Straw Hall,
Wangjiang Pavilion, Three Su Temple, Li Bai’
s Longxi House, and Guo Moruo’s House, the
Daoist Culture as embodied in the Heming
Mountain, the Qingcheng Mountain, and
the Qingyang Temple, the Buddhist Culture
as embodied in the Emei Mountain, Wenshu
Monastery, the Zhaojue Temple, Anyue
Stone Sculptures, ancient cities and towns
like the Langzhong City, folk architecture as
represented by Liu Family Estate, ethnic cultures
as represented by fortresses of the Zang and
Qiang peoples, and the revolutionary culture
as represented by the Long March Stele Park,
residences of great men, and revolutionary
districts. The Dujiangyan built 2000 years ago is
still watering the Chengdu Plain.

For the purpose of advertising our
cultural heritages and advancing the cultural
development of our province, the Sichuan
Provincial Cultural Heritage Bureau compiles

the work Sichuan Cultural Heritages—A Survey
of National-level Preservation Sites. Composed
of the five sections of ancient settlements,
ancient cemeteries, ancient architectures,
grottoes, and stone sculptures, this book
presents 142 national-level preservation sites at
128 loci by their names, dates, and values, in
both Chinese and English. It is meant to give
the readers a comprehensive overview of the
cultural heritages in Sichuan.

Cultural heritages are the media that carry
the spirit and memory of a nation. They are
essential for the resurrection of the Chinese
peoples, the preservation of national culture.
It will take us to a better knowledge and
understanding and a greater love of Sichuan,
and thus benefit the cause of preserving
cultural properties in Sichuan. It will also
elevate the level of humanistic cultivation of
the Sichuan population.
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Summary

Wang Qiong

Admired as “Tianfu”, Sichuan has not only
beautiful sceneries but also large amounts of
historic relics and monuments. Two million
years ago, “Wushan Ape-men” have lived in
Three Gorges region, therefore Sichuan is
considered as one of origins of human race.
The discoveries of Ziyang Man fossils, Fulin
Culture, the cave remains at Huilongwan,
Panzhihua City and so on, are evidence of the
living and activities of our remote ancestors
in this area. Sichuan is also the origin of the
civilizations in the upper reach of the Yangtze
River and the entire Chinese Civilization. The
brilliant bronze cultures and the ancient Shu
Civilization displayed by the artifacts from
Sanxingdui Site in Guanghan and Jinsha Site
in Chengdu surprised the people all over the
world, and the “Sunbird” unearthed at Jinsha
Site is also formally elected as the symbol of
China Cultural Heritage.

Since ancient times, Sichuan has been
inhabited by people of various ethnic groups,
who lived, multiplied and worked together
in this area and created the splendid Ba-Shu
Culture and bequeathed us plentiful cultural
heritages. As the statistic data, Sichuan has
about 30,000 unmovable cultural monuments
and relics, including 128 Historical Monuments
and Cultural Relics under State Protection with
154 localities, 13 of which are ancient sites, 15
are ancient burials, 68 are ancient architectures,
15 are cave temples or stone inscriptions, 15

are important modern historical remains and
memorial architectures and two are of other
categories. Meanwhile, Emei Mountain, the
Giant Buddha at Leshan, Qingcheng and
Dujiangyan Irrigation System have been listed
as “World Heritage” by UNESCO.

There are three large-scale Neolithic
remains in Sichuan, which are Luojiaba
Relics, Prehistoric City Sites in Chengdu Plain
and Yingpanshan-jiang Wei City Relics. Of
these three remains, Yingpanshan-jiang Wei
City Relics appeared the earliest, covered
the largest area and yielded the richest
artifacts; the discovery of this site moved the
emergence of Neolithic cultures in Sichuan up
to 6,000 BP. The discovery of the Prehistoric City
Sites in Chengdu Plain proved that as early as
before the Xia Dynasty, clear social hierarchies
had emerged in Chengdu Plain, which were
showed by the difference between large-scale
central settlements and common hamlet sites
and the densely distributed large-scaled wall-
enclosed city sites.

Sanxingdui Site of the Shang and Zhou
Dynasties is a site of ancient Shu Culture with
the richest cultural connotations. Two sacrificial
pits excavated in 1986 yielded many valuable
artifacts made of gold, jade, stone, pottery
and ivory, including the huge human masks
and holy trees. These artifacts showed us the
high-developed bronze culture of ancient
Shu State and proved that the Sanxingdui



