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A typeface becomes a star,
one that supposedly has no
character, that is neutral,
almost laissez-faire, and so
ubiquitous as to be virtually
invisible. An anachronism.

These are the qualities that
have ensured a career and
enduring popularity for
Helvetica, which easily
rivals that of Bob Dylan and
Coca-Cola. Now, half a
century after its birth, it is
possible to see exactly how
much Helvetica really was a
child of its time. The
growing confidence in



Europe in the 1950s and the
approaching economic
boom were the results of
step-by-step politics. To
make the good better was a
worthwhile undertaking.
Helvetica’s success was
rooted in this pragmatism—
and in the glorification of its
origins, which did not refer
to its creator, but rather to a
nation and its legend of a
neutrality that was adopted
as a recommen-dation and
an argument in favor of the
typeface.

Is Helvetica anonymous



and neutral, does it lack
character? This book
proves the opposite. As
shown in documents
published here for the first
time, Max Miedinger and
Eduard Hoffmann had the
vision and determination to
create a typeface whose
composure and normality
are more refreshing now
than ever before and whose
letterforms are of a
pleasingly willful beauty.

Helvetica, as an aesthetic
constant, mastered the
quantum leap in 1957 from



metal type to the digital age
of word processing. A fact
that speaks for itself.

The Publishers
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