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Dr. Dennis Engi %

An Accomplished Scholar with a Passion
for Teaching

When most people are first exposed to the topic of Engineering Probability
and Statistics their impression is that this is an area which is difficult to under-
stand because of its abstract concepts and heavy reliance on advanced math-
ematical techniques. Furthermore, most people do not have an awareness of
the value that this subject matter brings to helping improve their quality of
life.

A very accomplished scholar in this area, Professor Wheyming Song, de-
voted the summer and fall of 2004 to enlightening students in this vital area.
This enlightenment was provided through a collection of ten presentations
given to over a thousand students; including elementary, junior and senior
high school, as well as university undergraduate and graduate students. These
presentations brought the topic of Engineering Probability and Statistics to life
for the students by connecting it to diverse applications ranging from building
a house, to the lottery, and even to interpersonal relationships. The students
found these connections to be fascinating and, undoubtedly, many of the stu-
dents now have an appreciation for the value of this subject matter to their
lives.

I've had the good fortune to work with Professor Song for the past few
years and have found her to be an exceptional colleague with a deep un-
derstanding of probability and statistics. Further, she consistently exhibits
a profound penchant for and a clear strength in helping students at all lev-
els develop an appreciation for and an understanding of this important area.
Through her passion for teaching, Professor Song conveys her knowledge of
and excitement about Engineering Probability and Statistics and thereby in-
stills a desire to learn more about this exciting topic.

Written by Dr. Engi Dennis
Head, School of Industrial Engineering,
Purdue Unviersity, 2/1/2005
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