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Abstract

This book is a component of Monograph Series on Haidai
Gardens. 1t is composed of three sections. The first section
provides a systematic introduction to the natural situation,
history and culture, development of gardening, classification
and characteristics of the gardens in Shandong Province, as well
as some cases of the reconstruction of old gardens. The second
section elaborates on the evolution, styles and the historical
significance of 31 typical gardens, including Tieshan Garden of
Confucius Mansion, Shihu Garden, Bamboo Woods Garden and
Temple of Mount Tai. The third section further expounds more
than 40 famous gardens and historic sites in 16 cities, as well
as analysis of phenomenon upon the protection of traditional
gardens. Besides, the record in this section summarizes how
the investigations have been carried out for finishing this book.
The appendix of the book lists the common plants found in the
gardens of Shandong Province.

This study has expatiated on the art of gardening in modern
times in Shandong Province from multi-perspectives on the
basis of a long-term inspection of various gardens in Shandong.
This monograph is rich in content, well-grounded in argument,
and accurate in the provision of data. It is the first of its kinds
in Shandong Province to be such an informative, historical
and scientific monograph on gardens. For the first time, the

background of gardens in Shandong Province is revealed in

detail, and the development and contributions of the classical
gardens in Shandong is made clear. Shandong Province has
always been a cultural holy land, home to many well-known
scholars and sages. With its advantages in terms of the sea,
rivers, lakes, springs and mountains, and under the influence of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, Shandong has developed a
characteristic gardening culture, which is greatly contributive to
enriching the Chinese gardening culture in general. To be more
specific, the model and layout of “three mountains in one pool”
which was formed gradually since the Qin and Han Dynasties
in Chinese history can be attributed to the culture of immortal
mountains on the sea in Penglai of Shandong Province. The
design of the Chinese gardens and landscape can be dated back to
the rite of offering sacrifices to heaven and earth on Mount Tai by
emperors and visits to famous mountains and rivers in the east by
Qinshihuang, the first emperor of Qin Dynasty, and Emperor Wu
of the Han Dynasty.

To conclude, this book is of much historical value in studying
the modern gardening in Shandong Province. It makes up for
the blank in the current research on the history of gardening in
Shandong and cultural implications of gardening. In this way,
it can provide authentic information and constructive guidance
for the construction and development of gardens in Shandong

Province as well as other areas.
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