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Editor’s Forword

1. Literature for young children is meant for infants
and young children (from birth to age six). It constitute
an important part of literature for children as a whole.
During the 1919 May Fourth Movement, with the birth
of modern liteature for children in China, there arose
some understandable and acceptable works to young chil-
dren, Till new period, Chinese Literature For Young
Children has entered a new stage of booming and flouri-
shing unwitnessed in all previous historical periods,Unfor-
tunately, as yet there has not been a systematic data
available that presents an overall contour of its growth.
In view of this we undertake to edit and publish this
Anthology Of Chinese Literature For Young Children(hen-
ceforth referred to as Anthology) covering a very com-
prehensive collection of outstanding works in this field
from 1919 until 1989. In Volume 1 of Book 4, however,
some nursery rhymes in folk literature prior to 1919 are
included as they were gathered and published after this
date .

2. This Anthology comprises six books totaling ten
volumes, Book 1 on theories is made up of two volumes,
Book 2 of fairy tales falls into two volumes, Book 3 is
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an one-volume book of stories. Book 4 of nursery rhy-
mes is 3 volumes., The last two books have also only one
volume each, the former is devoted to poetry and prose,
the latter to plays. Of these ten volumes each contains
250,000 Chinese characters.

3. A point has been made to select works from the
earlist sources, in the absence of which reprints from la-
ter editions are used as substitutes, In this edition only
apparent misprints are corrected and punctuation marks
are remodeled to suit current horizontal typography.
Other than these changes, no revision is made in order
to preserve the works as they were originally published.

4. Chronological order is followed throughout this
Anthology. All the works herein are arranged according
to their first time of publication. Selections from books
precede those from journals and newspapers.,

5. Works by writers of Taiwan, Hongkong and Ma-
cao, to our regret, are not yet to find their way into this
collection for the only reason of our lack of readily

available information and data,
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