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Auspicious animals and birds refer to
creatures symbolize propitiousness in
traditional Chinese culture. These animals
have profound historical and cultural
connotations, representing ancient Chinese's
aesthetic criteria and folk customs. They
have been used in ritual ceremonies for
ancestors and gods, as well as praying

for procreation and expelling calamity.
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Although each animal embodies different
meanings, they all have expressed people’s
pursuit of good things and happiness in life.

Accompanied by exquisite pictures, this
book introduces how auspicious animals
and birds have developed in major historical
periods and what they symbolize. We hope
this book will help our readers to gain a
further understanding of the propitious
connotations of these animals and traditional

Chinese culture.
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Origin of Auspicious Animals and Birds
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Ancient Chinese believed in interaction between heaven and
man that the universe emotionally connects with and watches
attentively all natural things; they also believed in animism that all
things such as plants and animals have spirits and can communicate
with the universe and human beings. When righteous things have
been done, the universe will show its approval with auspicious
animals. When disasters appear, these auspicious animals will help
dispel misfortune. Therefore, auspicious animals and birds play an
important role in traditional Chinese culture. Pictures and symbols
of these animals can be found on decoration of buildings, clothes,
books, paintings, vessels, and utensils as a blessing for safety, luck

and happiness.
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> Primitive Totemism

In ancient times, people suffered from the
threat and encroachment of fierce animals
and birds, but they benefited from them
as well. Therefore, they had ambivalent
feelings towards them and worshiped
them as supernatural beings. Perhaps,
this is the reason why legends and beliefs
about mysterious creatures were born.
Primitive people believed that their

ancestors were from certain animal or

NEEGREE (FARBIR)

Wt FReAm IR, ZFRENBRLUT
HNRNABELS, HERFEAETFEZHE
EHMEFEGIMYER, RIEEANGBH
EENEHRE,

Colored Pottery Basin with Face and Fish
Patterns (The Neolithic Age, approx. 8000
years ago)

This basin was unearthed from relics of Banpo
Culture in Shaanxi Province. Its inside was painted
with two sets of symmetrical face and fish patterns.
Most basins from the Banpo Culture have fish and
net patterns, which symbolize Banpo people's
hope for affluence.
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Pottery Ewerwith Snake Patterns (The
Neolithic Age, approx. 8000 years ago)
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plant or they were close relatives of these
animals or plants. Thus, they regarded
them as ancestors as well or used them as
symbols or names for their tribes, starting
the primitive totem worship. Animals
were more likely to be used as totems.
For example, primitive societies along the
southeast coast of China made birds as
their totems; in central China, however,
most totems were amphibians or fish,
whereas in northwest plateau, beasts were
the major type of totems. Totem worship
has gone through an evolutionary
development process, starting from real
animal worship, like snake, crane, or
bear, to integrated supernatural beings
that combine the characteristics of a
variety of animals, such as dragon having

the shapes of snake, beast and fish,

« G ER (BRA)

Semi-annular Jade Huang with the
Dragon Pattern (Western Zhou Dynasty,
1046 B.C.-771 B.C.)
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Bird-shaped Jade Carving (Shang
Dynasty, 1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.)
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Tiger-shaped Green Jade Pendant (Spring
and Autumn Period, 770 B.C.-476 B.C.)

and phoenix owning features of eagle,
peacock and other birds.

According to the verse “A
mysterious bird gives birth to Shang” in
The Book of Songs written in the Pre-Qin
Period (before 221 B.C.), Qi, the ancestor
of the Shang Dynasty (1600 B.C.-1046
B.C.) was born after his mother Jiandi
swallowed a bird egg. Therefore, bird
worship was popular during the Shang

Dynasty (1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.).
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> Divination and Auspice

During the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-
220 A.D.), auspicious animals and birds
prevailed. This reflects the remaining
influence of primitive totem worship, and
people's interests in Chen Wei (divination
and mystical Confucianism belief) studies
and becoming immortals.

Chen Wei is combined by Chen and
Wei. Chen means omen and prophecy,
and Wei refers to Chen compiled

by Confucian scholars to fit in with

EhEFHR

E(hEF (FT179—R1104 ) RAENERBHER
2%, CRY "RHAER, REFA" /9
3K, %&/Xrtt:‘“ 24, FRTHPEBRERH
BRFRAERNEE, FWKAFRT
Portrait of Dong Zhongshu

Dong Zhongshu (179 B.C.-104 B.C.) was a
renowned Confucian scholar in the Western Han
Dynasty (206 B.C.-25 A.D.). His proposal “Banning
other schools of thoughts, but paying supreme
tribute to Confucianism” was adopted by Emperor
Wu, which opened the era of Confucianism as the
orthodox school for all coming dynasties, producing
profound influence in China.
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A Block-printed Page from Dong

Zhongshu's Work Chun Qiu Fan Lu (Ming
Dynasty, 1368-1644)

Chun Qiu Fan Lu is Dong Zhongshu's most
important work that illustrated his core
philosophical belief in the Interaction between
Heaven and Humans.
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Confucian classics. Chen Wei studies
might begin in the Qin Dynasty (221
B.C.-206 B.C.) and prevailed in the
Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-220 A.D.). It
was during the reign of Emperor Wu
(140 B.C.-87 B.C.) in the Western
Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-25 A.D.) that
Confucian scholar Dong Zhongshu
presented his belief in Interaction between
Heaven and Humans, Great Unification
and proposal of “Banning other schools
of thoughts, but paying supreme tribute to
Confucianism”. According to him, when
an emperor behaved himself, his country
would embrace prosperity and auspicious
omens would appear. However, if the
emperor did not rule his country properly,
his country would suffer from natural
disasters when it was on the verge of
falling. Dong's ideas became an instant hit
in the Han Dynasty. To further promote
Chen Wei studies, Emperor Zhang of the
Eastern Han Dynasty recruited Confucian
scholars to compile a book, named of
Bai Hu Tong Yi. According to this book,
when righteous policy was pursued, the
phoenix would dance, and the kylin,
white deer, and nine-tailed fox would
show their presence. In addition, there
would be drizzles and breezes and sweet

springs would spout from the ground.
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Therefore, auspicious creatures were
vested in politics, which marked for the
ebb and flow of the dynasty and peace or
chaos of the country.

Influenced by the belief of Chen
Wei and secret recipes of Taoists, the
superstitious idea that humans could
become immortals was rather popular
in the Han Dynasty. Most aristocrats
believed in this destiny and was longing
for immortality. They lived in luxurious
lifestyle with great affluence, and they
hoped to keep this privilege in heaven.
On the basis of ancient mythology,
magical creatures in immortal stories
were further elaborated as powerful
carriers between earth and heaven. On the
stone relievo carved in the Han Dynasty,
there are many images of auspicious
animals, including dragon, deer, tiger,
bird and fish.

The most ancient extant auspicious
patterns was the Five Auspicious Painting
on the precipice that is located in
Fengquan Gorge of Chengxian County in

Gansu Province, which was created in the

BHEMAFES (R)
Jade Carving of the Immortal Riding a
Horse (Han Dynasty, 206 B.C.-220A.D.)
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On the moon, there is
a toad and a rabbit.

ABRRSH, RIEAXRHEHE
The god with human head and snake
body is the ancestor of humans.
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RIKEKRFBREN
"y

The golden crow in
the sun is a mythical

bird that lifts the sun
every day.
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The old lady with a cane is Xin
Zhui, the owner of the tomb.

RIT, HFIFIMIESF
Magical leopards and door gods
guard the gate of heaven.

[
ETEENANEERA
Her family at her funeral are
included.

AP, FERE
Kith, HIERAEES
Gun (a magical fish) is holding

the land and standing on two
giant codfish.
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XERENARS AL, B0 T=ZHS, DIEETRR. AGNBRER. B EE
MEEZ, NREE, WEaHK, XEW, RbE—H, AMERIEL,
T-shaped Silk Painting Unearthed from Ma Wang Dui Tomb of the Han Dynasty in
Hunan Province (Western Han Dynasty, 206 B.C.-25A.D.)

The painting includes three sections that reveal how Heaven, Earth, and Hell look like respectively.
The picture has complicated composition, including complex content, refined lines, and marvelous
colors, expressing how harmoniously and peacefully the humans and gods could coexist.



