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Themes from Nine Shanxi Folksongs for Piano

This is the composer’s initial attempt at composition in 1961. Arrangement from folksongs
into piano pieces was pioneered by Bartok’s classics as model, as well as those by Chinese
composers during the 1950s and “60s, which obviously impressed the composer in musical
idioms and harmonic styles. The music also reflects his affection for the folksong’s

simplicity and straightforwardness.
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