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Introduction

Written in Chinese by Zhou Dayan

With outstanding historical and cultural value, the old townships and old villages here serve as
an important carrier of history and culture and sufficient database in all phases, bearing testimony to
the long history of Suzhou. In fact, they are cultural contin% of Suzhou.

A galaxy of townships and villages came into being over a long span of more than 2500 years.
And numerous Chinese men and women of great talent have left their marks on these cultural sites.
It is very rare in China to see the old townships, old villages and places of special historic interest in
great numbers in one cultural area with the scenic splendors of the hills and lakes and rich cultural
ambiance. With unique appearances, these old townships and old villages, complementing brilliantly
the old city of Suzhou, are irreplaceable cultural treasures and resources, and certainly deserve to be
highly valued.

The Suzhou Municipal People’s Government has for long attached great irﬁportance to the
protection of cultural heritage. As early as the 1950s the classical gardens of Suzhou were put on the
list of protection. Since the 1980s a comprehensive protection system has been formed and marked
progress has been made in protecting the old city of Suzhou and its outlying old townships and old
villages. Nevertheless, we must be clearly aware that there is still much room to be desired. Some
local governments have not paid adequate attention to the protection of the old townships and old
villages, which is a matter of great urgency. Consequently, they lack good plans for their protection
and utilization. Under the impact of natural and economic changes, some of the old townships and
old villages have become vulnerable, facing the danger of sinking into oblivion over years. It has
raised the alarm to which the governments at all levels and the society as a whole must give much
heed.

Today we are in a period of radical transformation, bringing about changes day by day. We’ve
deeply felt the powerful, omnipresent force of traditional Chinese culture, which, created by Chinese
ancestors, is brilliant, profound and all-embracing. Full of robust vitality, it has now become the
cohesive, patriotic, national ethos. History has entrusted to us the sacred duty and task of better
protecting the time-honored townships and villages so as to let them go on shining culturally.
Bearing in mind this cognition, the Suzhou Municipal Bureau of Culture, Broadcasting, TV and
Press, aided by the Society of Wu Culture Studies and relevant departments of Suzhou, has selected
13 historic and cultural townships and villages listed by the Province or the State and supplied with
pictures of representative sights and cultural sites, and has compiled and edited this picture-book in
order to awaken the people from all walks of life to a sense of their responsibility in conscientiously
protecting invaluable cultural heritage, and to hold out authentic illustrations for reference and
research by urban planners in economic construction and cultural advancement in the future. This
is a matter of great significance. Certainly, it will enlighten us on how to protect and carry forward

Suzhou’s cultural heritage.
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The Township of Zhouzhuang

Located at the southwestern corner of Kunshan about 30 km. away from the city
of Suzhou, the township of Zhouzhuang is not far distant from Shanghai on the east and
borders Wujiang on the west. It covers 38.96 sq.km., half of which being areas of water.
The old township of Zhouzhuang covers 0.47 sq.km.

It is said that during the Spring & Autumn period this land had been the fief granted
to the Prince of Wu and the Prince Yao of Yue respectively. In ancient times it was known
as Zhenfengli. In the reign of Yuanyou (AD1086 - AD1094) under the Northern Song
Dynasty, one Mr. Zhou, under the title of Digonglang, set up a village and donated the
farmland of the village to a monastery. Hence the name Zhou Village or Zhouzhuang in
Chinese.

Crisscrossed by lakes and waterways, it was necessary to travel by boat from place to
place, even within a short distance in days of old. The old township of Zhouzhuang boasts
a network of canals in the form of Jf. Characteristically, the canals are running parallel to
alleyways and the houses rest on the canals as on pillows. Situated in the narrow alleyways
are numerous noteworthy buildings and cultural sites including the Shens’ Mansion, the
Zhangs’ Mansion, the Bridge of Wealth and Peéce, the Enchantment Building, the former
Residence of Ye Chucang, the Taoist Temple of Pure Emptiness, and the Double Bridges.
The scene of the Double Bridges serves now as an emblem of the Venetian area south of
the lower Yangtze in China.

With unique local customs and rich cultural connotations, the wonderful Venetian
appearances of Zhouzhuang are still kept after experiencing many ups and downs for over
900 years, setting a fine example to others in preserving old townships in this cultural area.

Zhouzhuang was listed from among the very first as China’s Grade AAAA Tourist-
Site, Environmentally Beautiful Township, Historic and Cultural Township, Hygienic
Township, and Model Township in the Construction of Townships. It was awarded a
prize by UN and Dubai World for givihg a good example to all on how to improve the
environment and how to make a place fit for habitation. Also, it was given an achievement
~award by UNESCO for world cultural heritage pquervation in Asia and the Pacific.
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A dreamlike Venetian scene.
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Made up of the Bridge of Virtue and the Bridge of Lasting Peace, the

Double Bridges, popularly known as the Key Bridges, were built in the reign

of Wanli under the Ming Dynasty and rebuilt in the 23rd year of the reign of

Daoguang (AD1843) under the Qing Dynasty Double Bridges along with
the canal-side houses have been listed as cultural relics under the protection of

Jiangsu Province.
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The canal-side houses at sunset.
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The Bridge of Wealth and Peace was built in the 15th year of the reign of
Zhizheng (AD1355) under the Yuan Dynasty and rebuilt in the 5th year of the reign of
Xianfeng (AD1855) under the Qing Dynasty. Characteristically, it is a single arch bridge
of stone possessing four two-storied buildings on the piers of the bridge, a very rare
scene to be found in the area south of the lower Yangtze.






EHRE

The time-tested houses in the alleyway.
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A snowy view of Zhenfeng.
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The Hall of Prosperous Pine, formerly called the Hall of Diligence, was built
in the 7th - of the reign of Qianlong (AD1742) under the Qing Dynasty by Shen
Benren, a descendant of the wealthy man Shen Wansan in the area south of the lower
Yangtze. By the end of the Qing Dynasty it was renamed the Hall of Prosperous Pine,
popularly known as the Shens’ Mansion. It has been listed as cultural relics under the

protection of Jiangsu Province.
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The Jade Swallow Hall, formerly called the Hall of Satisfaction, was built by the

descendant of Xu Da’s brother in the reign of Zhengtong under the Ming Dynasty. It was
acquired by the Zhangs’ and renamed the Jade Swallow Hall in the early Qing Dynasty,
popularly known as the Zhangs’ Mansion. It has been listed as cultural relics under the

protection of Jiangsu Province.
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A branch of the canal runs through the backyard of the Zhangs® Mansion. It is
amazing that sedan-chairs are carried in from the front door and a canal boat passes

through the house.
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The Taoist Temple of Pure Emptiness was built in
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the reign of Yuanyou under the Northern Song Dynasty,
repaired in the Ming and Qing Dynasties and repaired
again recently. It has been listed as cultural relics under the

protection of Kunshan City.
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Rebuilt in 1995 on the site of a ruined temple of

great antiquity in the Venetian township, the Temple of
Perfect Happiness has restored the appearance of “the

Watery Kingdom of Buddhism™.




