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Feel Freedom Forever

The “Feel Freedom Forever” is born of the pet phrase of tasty summary that is often used by the Bashu (Sichuan) folk gastronomes
in their commenting on delicious dishes, which has a wonderful meaning of satisfaction and leisureliness that cannot be fully
expressed by words. It is, however, of another profound meaning for Mr. Zhang Hong to take it as his assumed name and to use it as
the title of collection of his space design works.

The “taste” involves in taste of realization, taste of experience, taste of consciousness and different tastes of life... The taste
is an artistic conception and an experience, which could hardly be described by words. In the classical Chinese philosophical
category, the “Dao” is an existence contained in the universe where there is no space to be inaccessible and nothing to be
exclusive but could hardly be seen, heard and obtained. And it is the origin of all things on earth and the law of development
and changes of all the things. But in reality, it could only be perceived by soul but could hardly be described. The “lasting”
means both the far-back and the far-reaching. From the past, until now and to the future, it goes with no stop and no end.
The “Feel Freedom Forever” is his perception for human life, his profound interpretation of space design and his realm of

lifelong persevering pursuit.

Taste of Realization

In an ancient Bashu (Sichuan) town with a history of more than one thousand years, and with beautiful lucid rivers, unsophisticated
architecture and deep courtyards, he began from his ignorant early youth absorbing the leisurely cultural tradition and cultivated
breath of the ancient town, and he could not forget in his life the smile of his loving mother under the yellow horn tree in the
courtyard. The impetuous Yalong River flows with youthful enthusiasm and heroism, which appreciates the magnificence and
smartness of the mountains in the southwest Sichuan and tolerance and harmony of the Earth Mother, and everything there is full
of vitality. The dense mist above the Jialing River, mingled with the mellow of old chafing dish, is something like the occasion
of opening the chaos. In the communion between human feelings and secular world, he has speculated on the origin of life and
appreciated the “existence” and “non-existence”, “empty” and “non-empty”...

The natural influence from Nature has shaped his emotions of “communion between human feelings and secular world” and
character of “unity of heaven and humanity”. The different postures and tastes of Nature make him start his tour of “taste of

realization”.

Taste of Experience

The experience of human world is far from such a satisfaction. From creation of oil paintings to space design, to project
implementation and then back to space design, from scholarship engagement to students teaching, he has experienced various ups
and downs and many winding changes. What keeps constant is his heart to pursue.

The process of “Taste of Experience” is a route to shape wisdom, and he has tried to make a sacred thing be realized. The realistic
contradiction does not submerge him, but has always become the source of his impulse. With perseverance and natural tendency, and

with moderation and multiplex, he is not a passing traveler who goes adrift in the landscape, but an ascetic monk with full piety.

Taste of Consciousness and Perception of Dao

The process of “Taste of Experience” is full of abnormal hardships, which is unforgettable. Either a heavy burden or a thick
accumulation would be gradually perceived in the profound “Taste of Consciousness”. Gradually, he has understood the real
meaning of life and surpassing of spirit, which is integrated with nature as the “air” free of any entity bondage and does operate
together with the universe and nature. This is the “Dao”.

It goes the same no matter it is the Dao of existence, the of business, the Dao of tea drinking, the doctrine of cooking or the Dao of
design. To make space design more life-emphasized and to blend everything into one with intangibility and formless, each kind of
spirits exists in a free and happy way, and they have their own romantic charms but harmonize with great happiness. Life aesthetics
is natural aesthetics.

At that moment of space experience, the pleasant move of life makes the inspiration naturally rise. Then creation is no longer
painstakingly, but would be natural. The unconscious creation is calm, magnanimous, clear, bright and transparent, which produces a

realm with ease and verve. The “Dao” is perceived because of different “tastes”, and the “tastes” would be vivid because of the “Dao™.



Cultivation of Dao

Space design is different from artistic creation, and it is not a self-expression. It seems at great length voluminous and at one’s own
will, but in fact it has a strict law. Space is a “container”, which is not simple and crude accommodation of colors, materials and
various objects, but it is the “container of life”. It would polymerize all the destined spirits, inclusive the owner of the space, to
depend upon each other with great harmony and happiness. No matter it is simple or contemporary, concise or complicated, Chinese
style or Western style, ancient or modern, the synergy of conditions needs only to breathe in harmony. Although their smells are
different from each other, they could indeed get along because of the Dao. From “selfness™ to “selflessness”™ and from “tangibility”
to “intangibility”, all of them blend into one harmonious whole, with vivid artistic conception and unobstructed smoothness, which
has no sense at all of acerbity and dimness.

Therefore, a space designer is the man to save destiny and also the man to follow the doctrine and make the taste. Through the use
and control of technique and materials, the mediation of gain and loss, the combination of hardness with softness, the consideration
of the universe and circumstances, he would present the supreme realm “to learn outward from nature and to get inward from heart”,
50 as to make the architectural space blend with life and spirits, which would be the intendment of space design.

Thus, the designer could not impose, at will, his self-awareness, and should not have his own style or fall into one particular style.
There should be “activity” in “inactivity” and “selfness” from “selflessness”. He could love one taste but would not cling to it, and
he could cross the river by a boat but would not move forward by carrying the boat. He would “make a perfect use” but not “make
a suffering clinging to it”.Just as Su Tung-po said, “To do what you should do and stop what you could not continue”. This is the

cultivation of a designer. To make a radical reform, he should cultivate his moral character to follow the “Dao”.

Propagation of Dao

The mission of a space designer is not simply the design.

As the mankind falls into spiritual torture because of the impact of material civilization today, the spirits are confused and homeless.
What is the refuge? What is the lead? How to be enlightened? How to restore the natural instincts to produce wisdom? The Guan-
yin Bodhisattva with One Thousand Hands and Eyes saves all living creatures with different treatment in salvation but no fixed law.
Therefore, there is the boundless wonderful Dharma to order all living creatures to make “cultivation” before they open “intelligence”.
Each of the space designs of designers would make a convenient Pharman.

No matter it is simple or complicated, the solution of “taste” should be done according to the “nature”. To construct, with personal
emotions as the refuge, a space of harmonious and comfortable that could make people blend in resonance, the mood could be made
peaceful and tranquil and the idea could be refined to reach close to the Zen realm of meditation. If the wonderful Dharma is further
used to lead the inverted bell to enter to experience such natural tastes of different kinds as rain and dew and clear spring, and
promote the possibility for human and nature to coincide and unite, there would be a lucky chance to lead the habitants to return to
the original nature of unity of all things on earth, thus they could go from disorientation to consciousness and restore their instincts
so as to make a dual cultivation of both happiness and intelligence.

It is the mission of space designers to surpass the “little love” of virtuous self conduct and egocentrism, to seek strength from the
soul of nature, to gain the wisdom from the Chinese traditional culture that is of calm and magnificent development and profound
and proficient, to rectify the current malpractice with even greater boldness and to promote the spirit of “Great Vehicle” through the
carrier of designs, and this is the mission of a space designer.

It is to carry “Dao” with “mind” and to propagate “Dao” with “taste™.

Return

Purity makes genuine, insignificance makes simplicity and spaciousness makes integrity. The holy natural disposition could only be
made return to nature by the human natural kindness. With a tolerance of selflessness, forgiveness and munificence, in the broad and
profound world, he leisurely spreads his wings and flies at ease to march forward with wisdom to the future and create the infinite

vitality. The swan goose flies in the sky and returns to the land, and his spirit of wisdom and purity would exist forever.

A good piece of work could be used to construct a container to interact with nature;
A good designer could propagate culture in his cultivation and open up the opportunity to return to nature; and
A good book could perfect a spirit in his success, who would pleasantly get communion with the bosom friends once he meets.

To savor the taste and perceive the doctrine, you would find the eternal heaven and earth.
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