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( How to be a good teacher? J

Teachers should make their lessons interesting. A teacher must love her or his
job. If she or he enjoys her or his job, that will make the lessons more interesting.
The teachers who share their personality with their classes often have better -
results than those who don’t. A good teacher is an entertainer. Students enjoy
being entertained and amused. Teachers must be approachable. A good teacher is
somebody who has an affinity with the students that he/she is teaching. Successful
teachers are those who can identify with the hopes, aspirations and difficulties of
their students while they are teaching them. A good teacher should try and draw
out the quiet ones and control the more talking ones. A good teacher should be able
to correct students without offending them. A good teacher is someone who helps
rather than shouts. Good teachers care more about their students’ learning than
they do about their own teaching. When teachers give instructions, it is important
that the students have understood what they are asked to do. This can be achieved
either by asking a student to explain the activity after the teacher has given the
instruction or by getting someone to show the others in the class how the exercises
works. Their class should at all times be comprehensible, and especially when
giving instruction, it should be clear and well staged; discussed the relative merits
of Student Talking Time and Teacher Talking Time.The teacher needs to have dress
sense as well.

© EHH—2 RN
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FHOW to be a good learner? ]

Many factors need to be taken into account when considering the qualities
of good learners. Motivation is very important for a good student—the students’
desire to learn. We have said that positive experiences in the classroom may change
the students’ attitude—for the better. Good learners take some of the responsibility
for learning themselves. Good learners are willing to experiment, listen, ask
questions and think how to learn. This implies the desirability of using appropriate

study skills. @
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( How to teach language? )

There are some questions we should get to know first:

1. What does language study consist of?

There are four things that students need to do with a “new” language: be exposed
to it; understand its meaning; understand its form (how it is constructed) and practice.

2. How should teachers expose students to language?

In a classroom, a major part of the teacher’s job is to expose students to
language so that they can use it later.

3. How can teachers help students to understand meanings of a new language?

Some of the ways teachers can help students to understand meanings of a
new language are illustrated, then—especially when dealing with fairly simple
concepts—objects, pictures, drawings, gestures and expression.

4. How can teachers help students to understand the language form?

As well as hearing / seeing language and understanding its meanings, students
need to know how it is constructed, how the bits fit together. Whether the teacher
gives them this information or whether they work it out for themselves, they need
to comprehend the constituent sounds, syllables, words and phrases of the new
language. The point of all these techniques is to demonstrate to students how the
elements of language add up, so the trick, for the teacher, is to work out what the
important features of a word, phrase or grammatical structure are and how the bits
fit together. When the teacher asks students to do exercises, she or he is asking
them to discover the construction for themselves. Both the teacher and the textbook
writers think that the students will be able to work it out without having to be
told—and that this “discovery” will be more memorable for them than if she or he
simply tells them.

5. How should students practise language?

If and when students have been exposed to language whose meaning and
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construction they understand, it make sense for them to practise it under controlled
conditions. This will allow them to check that they have got it right.

Practice should not go on for too long, however. There are many other things
that teachers and students want to do in classrooms and too much practice will take
time away from them.

It is, however, important to move beyond simple repetition during practice.
We want students to be able to use a combination of the new grammar with the
vocabulary items they have learnt so the teacher gets students to make similar
sentences by prompting them with different words, objects or pictures.

If a teacher thinks students need more opportunity to practise question-and-
answer exchange, she or he can put them in pairs to make as many invitations and
replies as they can. In very large classes, it may be useful to divide the class in half.

To check that students have understood the meaning and construction of
the sentences, a teacher can ask them to make more sentences according to the
knowledge they have learned.

However, it is important to stress that with the language point—the amount of
repetition (choral or individual) depends on how useful, enjoyable or comforting
the students find it.

The teacher could ask students to produce their own sentences straightaway
and correct them appropriately so that they learn as they try the new language out.

6. Why students make mistakes?

All students make mistakes at various stages of their language learning. It
is part of the natural process they are going through and occurs for a number of
reasons. In the first place, the students’ own language may get in the way. This is
most obviously the case with “false friends”—those words which sound or look
the same but mean something different. False friends are more common where the
learner’s language shares a common heritage with English.

Grammatical considerations matter too: Chinese students have to deal with
a completely different written system, etc. Whatever the reason for “getting it
wrong”, it is vital for the teacher to realize that all students make mistakes as a
natural and useful way of learning. By working out when and why things have
gone wrong, they learn more about the language they are studying.

7. How should teachers correct students?

Correction helps students to clarify their understanding of the meaning and
construction of language. It is a vital part of the teacher’s role, and something that
the teacher is uniquely able to provide. What is appropriate for one student may be
quite wrong for another one.

In general, the teacher’s job is to point out when something has gone wrong
and see if the student can correct herself or himself. Maybe what they said or write

was just a slip and they are able to put it right straightaway.
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Sometimes, however, students can’t put mistakes right on their own, so we
have to help them. We can do this by asking if one of them can help out or by
explaining the problems by ourselves.

If we get other students in the class to help out, we have to make sure that
the student who made the mistake in the first place isn’t going to be humiliated by
this. Sometimes, students like that prefer gentle correction from the teacher. On the
other hand, in the right kind of atmosphere students enjoy helping each other.

When organizing practice, teachers need to listen out for mistakes, identify
the problem and put it right in the most efficient and tactful way. It is worth
pointing out that it is just one response that teachers can make to student language
production. It is just as important, perhaps even more important to praise students
for their success as it is to correct them when they fail.

Teachers can show through the use of expression, encouraging words and
voices that students are doing really well.

8. Where do language study activities fit in teaching sequences?

“Language study” is one element of “Engage-Study-Activate” trinity. The
elements can come in different orders and sequences depending on what is being
studied.

Students must be given chances to see or hear the language before they are
asked to produce it themselves. Teachers should look at many ways of making sure
if students understand the meaning of words and grammar; look for many ways in
which we can help students to understand the construction of words and sentences;
talk about how we can get students to practise the language they are studying.
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The opening words
3 H
. Practice makes perfect. / Experience is the best teacher. / Experience is

the mother of wisdom.

SERH B

i 2. Only through much practice shall we be able to master a foreign
language.
REEKRLER, BIAREEE—T1IME.

E 3. The ability to use a language can be acquired only by the act of using
it :

AEEL A -MESHER, AREFRERZME SR .
4. A repetition of practice is the resort of gaining genuine knowledge.
S S SE R B A BLAN IR T 1

. This book can help yvou to do that.

AR B R LBIXA B AR

thn

TR S A

6. In a classroom, a major part of the teacher’s job is to expose students to
language so that they can use it later. Here are some examples of how
we can do this.

FEREEL, BUT TR DERBORE: ATHEFEFERA, MFEFEIESM
—&5|%, Tl &Lk,
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' Preparation before class

Specifier ZEipRE

Before class, students must have something to talk when they start or meet.
This is the best time for them to grasp the classroom English. If they often do
that, they can understand their teacher better when they have English class.

FERAT, AAENHEH RSN — 7 L2300, XRMMNEREREIGENBRENE. Rk
MEH XA, b0 EIGERN, RawBEg—&.

Teacher’s words in common use wHIE

:
&8 What’s the time by your watch? / What time is it? / What time do you make

§ It’s a quarter past seven. / It’s seven fifteen (7:15).

- TriZ,

£ 1t’s nearly time for class. / It’s nearly time to have class. / It’s about to have

¥ class. Let’s hurry.

- RELERT. el , )

{ Have you heard the bell? / Did you hear the bell? / Has the bell run?

w7 ?

¢ The bell has run.

- RmT.

Is that the first bell or the second?

RI&®IEZ EiR?

That’s the first bell.

. RF%R.

= Is there enough time to go to drink? / Is there enough time to have some

B water? / Is there enough time to go to have a drink of water?
AT 8 Ak ?

The teacher is here. / Here comes / is the teacher. / The teacher is coming.

Be quiet. Let’s have a roll call. / Let’s call the roll. / I’ll just mark the

& register. Say “here” or “present” when your name is called.

EIRT, REXBER#. RERKT . MBERKLFHERSE “5)7 .

I hope you are all ready for your English class.
RARRMNE B LRAES .
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@ Situational dialogues | Z#fEE2iE

Dialogue 1

O

A: Hi, what’s the time by your watch? / what time is it? / what time do
you make it?

: It’s a quarter past seven.

: There are forty-five minutes left for us to have class.

: Oh, take our time. Let’s go together.

o >

w, JLRT?

TrE1Z.

B EBRER 4556 .
g, AR, BRAI—EER!

FErER

._! Key phrases and sentences > 7%
e Take our time. Let’s go together.

AR, BA—RER!

Dialogue 2

] - e — B "7""'0

' A: Hi, please tell me what time it is now.

: It’s a quarter to eight. The bell will ring in a few minutes / in no time.

: Oh, will the bell ring soon?

: Yes. It’s nearly time for class. / It’s nearly time to have class. / It’s
about to have class. Let’s hurry.

w > w

: B, EHEFRILAT .
TR45. BHLSERITRT .
DM, REHETG?

2. MELRT. A

- N

L] Key phrases and sentences *#iii&
e It’s nearly time for class. / It’s nearly time to have class. / It’s about to
have class. Let’s hurry.

AELRT. R

Dialogue 3

O
A: Have you heard the bell? / Did you hear the bell? / Has the bell run?

B: Yes. The bell has run.



ZBENIEERE (g

: Is that the first bell or the second?
: That’s the first bell. The bell is running again. This is the second one.

: Quick! / Hurry up! / Get a move on! / Step on it!

> o>

TR TH?

2. BT .

: REIERER LIRR?

: RMER. BXmWT. X& R,
: BRA.

>wrw >

Q Key phrases and sentences *&ii&
® Quick! / Hurry up! / Get a move on! / Step on it!
I

Dialogue 4
O

: Is that the bell?

No.

: How many minutes are there to go? / How many minutes are there
left over?

: There are still five minutes to go / left over.

: Is there enough time to go to drink / to have some water‘? / to go to
(the) W.C. (water closet / lavatory / washroom/ toilet / convenience)?
: Hurry up or you’ll be late.

W >w Wy

RAWG?

Ao

BELNE? (BITREHZ DR E? )
BA 55 .

A I 18] 2208 KD 7GR I ) 288 T AR el 2 )
R, ERREBET.

¥eErRe

Q Key phrases and sentences X< i&i7i&

e [s there enough time to do something?

ST ] o132

Dialogue 5
O

A: There goes the bell. I'm just in time for class The first bell has rung.
Sit down, please.
B: The teacher is coming. Be quiet. Let’s have aroll call. / "1l just mark
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the register. Say “here” or “present” when your name is called.

: Are you all here / present, monitor / monitress? / Is everyone present

/ here, monitor? / Are you all here, monitor?

: We are all here except Li Ping.
: What’s the matter with Li Ping today? / What’s wrong with Li Ping

today?

: He was reading in the library a moment ago. Maybe he didn’t hear

the bell.

: You are mistaken. He wasn’t here yesterday, either.

: Why is he absent indeed?

: He’s absent because he is ill / he’s not well.

: He has asked for sick leave. / He is on sick leave. He is at the doctor’s.

/ He’s gone to see the doctor / to the clinic. Here is a note from the
doctor.

: Is he serious?
: Nothing serious, don’t worry. He’s only got / had / caught / taken a

cold. / He’s only got / had / taken a flu (influenza).

: He’s running a fever. / He’s running a high temperature. / He has got

a temperature for three days.

: I’'m sorry to hear that. Who else is absent? / Is anyone else absent?

No, no more / not anybody else.
Zhang Hua is also absent.

: Is she coming? a
: She’s gone to teacher’s room. She’s coming. / She will soon be here.
: I hope you are all ready for your English class. Are you ready for

class? / Have you prepared for class? / Have you got everything
ready for class? Is everybody ready to start? Close your desks,
please. Put that book away. Let’s sing an English song together
before class. Then let’s begin our class.

: Great! / All right. / OK.

RWR%, REIGET. MERCWL, HLT.
ZITRT, RXBEREH. BESALT . MERNLFHERE “3)” .
K, KX TG?

20, BEFEEILSS, KXEHIT.
FFHREALT?
RIAMZERBEE S, TREFWIIRA.
RFEET . MRERREH K-

A B AT A BRI ?

R T o BB -

R T . MERBEET . XIVEEERIEHR.
EG?



