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Aerobatics Q%:;
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Sandy and Maggie were very keen to go flying, and by dint of' ardent
persuasion they had at last got their pilot friend George’s agreement to
take them up. As a last condition, before the flight George imposed
absolute silence upon them while they were in the air. “Look,” he
said, “if you come through the flight without uttering a sound, you can
have the trip free of charge’, but if you so much as whisper you will
have to pay me £5 each.” The canny Scots swallowed® the bait',
hook, line and sinker®, and soon the plane was taking off®.

[2] Up and up they went, and Sandy was greatly thrilled. Then
George looped the loop’, and Sandy nearly forgot his promise. Rolls,
spirals’, and side-slips’ followed, but still Sandy managed to keep
quiet, and eventually George gave up the idea of making him cry out,
and turning home, landed the plane.

[3] “Well, how did you like it?” he asked of the Scot, when once
again they were on terra firma'.

[4] “Oh, I thocht it was fine,” said Sandy, “but you ken'?, 1
nearly lost the five pound note.”

[5] “Did you, indeed?” said George.

[6] “Ay, just the once, the first time you looped,” said Sandy,
“That was when Maggie fell out'.”
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Ambiguous g‘%
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P ercy was visiting ancient Rome. The grandeur of her former state
had impressed him beyond words, and as he gazed on the hollow shell
of what was once the Forum' he felt quite poetic. Then he suddenly
remembered that he had not sent the daily postcard which he had
promised his beloved wife. So, taking a card from his pocket he wrote:
“My Dear, this is a picture of the remains of the Temple of Concord.
Today I saw the vast and noble ruin which was once the Forum. There
are everywhere signs of the decay which overtook? Rome, and as I see
these things I can think of no one but’ you, my dear, only of you!”
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A Nautical® Bird w
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The master of the S.S.? Africa had just come ashore. With him he
bore a parrot’ in a wicker cage, which he had brought from West
Africa, and intended as a present for his former school companion,
who was now vicar' of the parish. He had not gone far before he met
his old friend, who was on his way to church, for the morning service.
The skipper’ duly made his gift, departed, and the vicar, after some
hesitation, decided to put the parrot in the vestry® until the service was
over.

[2] At eleven o’clock the choir and clergy filed into’ church, and
the service commenced. Polly® was left alone in the vestry. Everything
went well, and eventually the vicar entered the pulpit’ to deliver the
sermon. “My text today,” he said, “is from the Gospel" according to
St. Mark. It is ‘Lord, what shall we do to be saved. ’”

[3] Voice from the vestry: “Pump, you lubbers! Pump!”
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A Novice! 4?;%
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Harold had persuaded Freddie, who was somewhat nervous, to go
cycling with him on his tandem?. After going some distance they came
to a stiff climb®, and it was all they could do to reach the top.
However, they eventually got there, and then got off to take a rest.
[2] “That was a hard pull*.” panted Harold.
[3] “Yes, by Jove!” returned Freddie. “Do you know, I believe
that if I hadn’t kept the brake on we should have gone down

backwards!”
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A Question of Proportion @%
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My friend Brooks was very fond of chicken pies, and used to
frequent’ the “Good Hope” restaurant, which had a widespread
reputation for these delicacies. After some months of regular visits
there he became known to the manager, and the two would often
converse together. One day the topic turned to the famous pies, and
Brooks, who was of an inquisitive nature said: “Tell me, Prosper, —
these pies of your’s, —what do you put into them? Are they entirely of
chicken?”

[2] “Well, sir,” answered Prosper, “it’s like this. If they were
just chicken, and chicken only, we could not make them at a
reasonable price’, so sometimes we put in some other meat.”

[3] “Oh yes, pork or beef, I suppose?” questioned Brooks.

[4] “Well, sir,” said Prosper with some hesitation, “if you promise to
keep what 1 divulge a secret, I'll tell you.” Brooks promised, and
Prosper continued: “As a matter of fact, sir, owing to the rationing we
use horsemeat, —very little, of course, but it’s actually horsemeat. ”

[5] “Indeed! But they’re very good pies all the same, one would
never have supposed it possible. By the way, what quantities do you
use? Or is that a professional secret?”

[6] “Well, sir, I don’t mind telling you, but you must keep it under
your hat’. The amounts are about fifty-fifty. ”

[7] “Ah, half-and-half,” said Brooks.

[8] “Yes sir, inaway',” returned Prosper, “one horse, one chicken!”
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