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The Panda
REM

The panda’s face looks like a cat’s, but its fat body and short tails
look like a bear’s. So
people call this animal
¢ “bearcat”. But scientists
& call it “ cat-bear 7. The
A panda is very lovely.
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The panda is an un- |

usual animal in China.
The southwestern part of
China’s Sichuan Province
and southern part of
Gansu Province are its
native home. Pandas like

most to climb trees. They
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live in the thick forest of high mountains there, eating bamboo shoots and
drinking spring water.
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Pandas have a good sense

of smell. They use it to detect

messages from one another.
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; But perhaps one of the most
| interesting things about pandas
is their diet. They eat enbrmous

amounts of bamboo. In fact, they

« can eat as much as 36 kilograms
of food in' one day. But they actually have the intestines of a carnivore.
And a carnivore’s intestines
cannot digest plant food easily.

Why does this plant-eating animal
have the intestines of a carnivore?
Millions of years ago, its ancestors

were meateaters. But their habitat

changed and there was less meat.
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Gradually the panda’s ancestors changed their diet and became herbi-
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Bushbaby
M

A bushbaby is a bit like a cat,with large eyes at the front of its face.
It has good binocular vision,so it can judge distance well. This is impor-
* tant for hunters and for animals that jump from branch to branch at night.

The bushbaby’s large ears can detect the sounds of insects,its food.
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Tigers
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Tigers are members of the cat family. They are also night hunters.

They have very sensitive ears,excellent eyesight and a very good sense of

smell. They can hear
small animals in the
grass. But other animals
usually don’t hear tigers

because these huge cats

move so carefully and si-

lently. They can stand

still for a long time, but
are always ready to run.
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Tigers have white spots on the backs of their ears. Perhaps tiger cubs
( young tigers) can see the white spots on their mother’s ears. They see the
spots and follow them. It is a good way to stay close to their mother.

ERMHEETEAQGRHRER. WF/NEREFTLEMNBEE
wEMBEES. ENEFRLXRA, TRME LEMMnE. X2
EN S IR B B B SF I o




»31#
ANIMAL

Dogs have a highly developed sense of hearing. Their ears are much
more sensitive than human ears. They can hear ultrasonic sounds from
small animals like mice. And they can hear the high sound of whistling-

something the human ear can’t hear. And because dogs are so intelligent,

they can use their sense of hearing to help people in many ways. For ex-
ample a sheepdog. The shepherd whistles and sends the dog instructions
from a distance. The dog understands the meaning of the whistling and
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follows the instructions. Dogs have good eyesight too. With eyes at the
front of their faces, they have good binocular vision.
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Hyenas
B

A spotted hyena looks like a very large dog. But hyenas are not part
of the dog family. Their closest relatives are aardwolves.
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Hyenas are clever hunters.

: They hunt in small packs
: ( groups ) of 10 -30 .hyenas.
- Good senses of hearing and sight

help them catch animals at

night. They can run many
kilometres and still not get
tired. After the kill, the
hunters begin to eat. At
this time, they make their
strange laughing sounds.
They are often™ called

“laughing hyenas” because




