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It is interesting to see the UK from their and your

viewpoints!

Warren Buckland ( 2B 4 # 3 4 & HF 5 FH)
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Summer in Oxford

Summer in Oxford

FAYE WANG
( Revised by Warren Buckland)

Yun came from Beijing and she has already worked and studied in
abroad for a long time. She has worked in the Middle East and lived
in the UK for a total of 8 years. Now she rents a room in a couple”’s
house located near Headington Hill. The couple are both doctors and
they have a daughter who is 12 years old. Yun said, ‘I didn’t want a
foreigner boyfriend. However, 1 also could not imagine getting a
Chinese man as my boyfriend--- ”

Amy emigrated with her parents when she was only 5 years old from
Taiwan to England. She said, “Yun does not know the European
men very well. They are not as good as Yun thinks. I think actually
Chinese men are the most generous men all over the world. Yun
could try to get a European boy friend and to compare them if she

does not agree with my opinion. ”



Jenney came from Fujian ( a province of China) 15 years ago. Her
first husband had fallen heavily into debt and she had to go to the
North Europe at that time. After the first marriage with her foreign
husband she had several marriages. She recently divorced her fifth
Danish husband. The reason for the divorce was over a dress. The
husband liked to see Jenney in a pink dress while Jenney did not
like to wear it. Jenney said to me, “Some friends said it is a pity
but T don’ t regret it at all. I can live by myself! I came to England
this summer and will find my prince. I believe that I will find him
some day. I won’t wear something I don’t like for a person that I al—
so don’ t like--+”

Coco came from Hongkong. Her 30th birthday is coming soon. Even
some European friends suggested that Coco needs a boyfriend as
soon as possible. However, it seems that Coco doesn’ t like any
men. Coco said, ‘I hate men and don’ t want to live with them. I
am afraid that T could only love a lady if I must love somebody. ”
Actually she has a girlfriend called A Ji who lives in London. A Ji
came from Taiwan and now a language student.

Jinlai and Zongzong are both from rich Chinese business fami-
lies. Chinese people call this kind of young people “the second rich
generation” nowadays. Zongzong is quite careful when talking to
others and he hopes other people will not find out that his father
earned all his money from running an illegal night club. Jinlai’ s
parents are doing business in housing estates. Her parents frequently
urge her to find a boyfriend and hope she could get married as soon
as possible although Jinlai is only 23 years old. Her father said,

“Your Mum gave birth to you when she was 23 years old and you
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must know that it is not too early for you... ” Zongzong’ s father
and Jinlai’ s father both started living on their own when they were
teenagers. Last year, Zongzong s father paid RMB 3, 000, 000
Yuan in tax on only one day’ s earnings. It seems that his father’ s
large income does not bring any positive influence to Zong-
zong. Zongzong almost never checks the bill when he pays for any—
thing. Zongzong and Jinlai both have a lot of money and time when
they study in Oxford. However, they are not happy and they seem to
be looking for something else. What are they looking for and which
way do they really want to go? I don’ t know. I met so many young
students in Oxford who have a similar attitude.

Jinhao is a little boy” s mum. Her husband is a successful business
man in Beijing. There are always some Chinese students who ask her
“What” s the purpose of your study in the UK? It seems you already
had a comfortable life in China. Do you want to change something?”
Jinghao replied, “Why must there be a reason or clear purpose to
go abroad and study? Some of my classmates are quite old and one
is 76 years old who has grand sons already. So what’ s his pur—
pose?” Why some Chinese people always think there must be a
reason or a strong purpose to go abroad? They could not understand
Jinghao very well. It is not because Jinghao is already married and
has a son; besides, she has a good job and lives in a very comforta—
ble life in China. The real reason is they believe that ordinary life is
the best. For example, if you have a good job, good salary, good
family, and so on, why do you still try to go abroad and study a-
gain? As a mum and a wife, maybe you should do what more rea—

sonable and valuable for the family. However, the British people



might not think so. It seems most of them pursue the individual life
style and personalized way. I never saw somebody try to ask a kid to
use right hand to write instead of left hand in England. However, 1
really saw some Chinese mothers hit the children’ s hand to stop
them use left hand to write. Because they think it is too slow and in—
convenient. “The competition is so fierce today and you need to
pass so many examinations. You must study and work using your
right hand as most people do, or, you will be a loser someday--+”
Those mothers said.

Harry likes Jinghao and Jinghao also likes Harry. But, they both
know that they must hide their emotions deeply inside their
hearts. Harry is quite shy sometimes and Jinghao is not a very open
person. Their story will not be resolved anytime soon. Jinghao always
believes that there is something in this world people could not see,
touch and hear. Those things are in our hearts although some people
don’ t think so. They don’ t believe there is a mental world that
gives us more than the actual world.

I once worked in a Chinese restaurant to replace Coco as a part-time
waitress for several months. I could have two delicious Chinese
meals every day for free. There are so many interesting stories in the
Chinese restaurant which is called “A real new China” . A cook
called John worked there. He stowed away to the UK 15 years ago
and finally became a legal immigrant 5 years later. He said to me
with strange smile on his face, ‘I really regretted. I really regretted
about my choice. You know T haven’t seen my wife for 15 years and
she is still in China waiting for me---”

Mr. Zhang Shubei is a visiting scholar from China. He tried to sue
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two landlords-Mr. Chen and a Spanish landlady-but failed. Zhang
said, ‘T fight against discrimination and imperialism in this modern
country under the rule of the law-+-” However, what Zhang really
hoped to get was 3000 pounds in compensation. Zhang didn’ t re-
ceive any money, but he had to pay 350 pounds in legal fees. Zhang
spent most of his time in court and in meetings with the council. He
therefore had no time to do his research, a well-planned study com—
paring Cao Xueqin ( the author of Dream of the Red Mansion) and
Shakespeare. He only carried out half of the work when he finally
came back to China. But I still believe that Zhang could give his
students some really fantastic speeches about his visiting scholar life
in Oxford especially about the court suits he experienced one after
another.

Mr. Chen lost his wedding ring during the lawsuit between him and
Zhang. Mr. Chen could get around 3000 pounds per month in Oxford
but his wife thought it is a very small income. His wife wanted to go
back China and establish their own company to do a big busi-
ness. She asked Mr. Chen to be the CEO of her company but Chen
was shocked and shook his head. Chen said, “I heard that nowa—
days in China you should drink, play cards, play Majiang, karaoke
and do many such things with your business partners and even the
key government officers in your business field almost everyday---”
“I am already over 40 now and I could not learn how to do those
things from my 40’ s. Actually T don’ t like doing those things for
money at all-+-”

Mrs. Chen, Li Tianying ( sweet cherry) is doing her post-doctoral
study in Oxford University. However, her husband, Mr. Chen, only



