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IN MEMORIAM

Robert G. Parker, MD
January 29, 1925-March 31, 2005

(Dr. Parker was a pioneer in the field of Radiation Oncology. In fact, he was one of the
founding fathers of the discipline that seceded from its cousin, Diagnostic Radiology.

Dr. Parker received his college education at the University of Michigan and earned his
Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1948. After internship at
the University of Nebraska, he fulfilled residency training in pathology at Western Reserve
University and then completed a residency in radiology at the University of Michigan. He
subsequently completed postdoctoral work at the Tumor Institute of the Swedish Hospital
in Seattle, Washington, and pursued further postgraduate education in nuclear medicine at
Columbia University.

From 1958 to 1977, he served as the Director of Therapeutic Radiology at the Uni-
versity of Washington. He was the founding chairman of the Department of Radiation
Oncology at the University of California at Los Angeles in 1977, and he served in that
capacity until 1994. He remained active clinically until his retirement in January, 2005.

Dr. Parker achieved a long list of academic accomplishments, including publication of
more than 155 peer-reviewed articles and 43 book chapters. He was the lead author for
Chapters 3 and 7 for this Manual of Clinical Oncology since its second edition. He also
held visiting professorships at many major universities in the United States and abroad and
was invited to deliver numerous prestigious lectureships.

He served as the President of several leading professional organizations, including the
American Society of Radiology and Oncology (ASTRO), the Radiological Society of North
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America (RSNA), the American Board of Radiology (ABR), and the American Radium
Society (ARS), all of which have honored him with either a gold medal or life-achievement
recognition.

A true gentleman and scholar, Dr. Parker represents the aggregate epitome of a clinical
scientist, an effective educator, and a compassionate physician. His legacy in the field of
radiation oncology is perhaps best portrayed by his presidential address for ASTRO in
1976:

Each of you has made a primary responsibility to humans afflicted by cancer. Such a respon-
sibility requires interests far beyond what is included in a restrictive definition of therapeutic
radiology. Indeed, your highest responsibility is to reduce the frequency of or even eliminate
cancer, even though radiation therapy is the sustaining base of your current intellectual and
economic activities. Thus maintenance of your recognized central position in clinical cancer
activities ultimately will not rest on advocacy of a treatment method, but on a myriad of
activities which have an underlying common objective of reducing or even eliminating the
need for such treatment.

As witnessed by medical students and residents, Dr. Parker spent most of his time with
patients in the clinic talking not about cancer, but rather about living. In private life, he
once scrimmaged with the Detroit Red Wings, played trombone for the Woody Herman
Orchestra, led the University of Michigan marching band, and was a gourmet cook and a
jazz piano player. His office at UCLA was decorated with magnificent photographs taken
from his trips around the world. He made the physicians at UCLA use blue and gold as
background colors for presentation slides, but some continue to suspect that it was meant
for the Michigan Wolverines rather than for the UCLA Bruins. During the memorial to
celebrate his life at UCLA on June 23, 2005, friends and distinguished scholars from all over
the country came and paid tribute to this wonderful human being so loved by everyone. We
miss you, Professor!

Steve P. Lee, MD
For the Editors
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