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Part | Text

What Is a City?°

Most of our housing and city planning has been handicapped because those who have undertaken the work have
had no clear notion of the social functions of the city. They sought to derive these functions from a cursory survey of
the activities and interests of the contemporary urban scene '’ . And they did not, apparently, suspect that there might
be gross deficiencies, misdirected efforts, mistaken expenditures here that would not be set straight by merely building
sanitary tenements or straightening out and widening irregular streets.

The city as a purely physical fact has been subject to numerous investigations. But what is the city as a social
institution? The earlier answers to these questions, in Aristotle, Plato, and the Utopian writers from Sir Thomas More
to Robert Owen, have been on the whole more satisfactory than those of the more systematic sociologists.

It is with no hope of adding much to the essential insight of this description of the urban process that I would like
sum up the sociological concept of the city in the following terms:

The city is a related collection of primary groups and purposive associations: the first, like family and neighborhood,
are common to all communities, while the second are especially characteristic of city life. These varied groups support
themselves through economic organizations that are likewise of a more or less corporate, or at least publicly regulated,
character; and they are all housed in permanent structures, within a relatively limited area. The essential physical means
of a city’s existence are the fixed site, the durable shelter, the permanent facilities for assembly, interchange, and storage;
the essential social means are the social division of labor, which serves not merely the economic life but the cultural
processes. The city in its complete sense, then, is a geographic plexus, an economic organization, an institutional process,
a theater of social action, and an aesthetic symbol of collective unity ' . The city fosters art and is art; the city creates the
theater and is the theater. It is in the city, the city as theater, that man’s more purposive activities are focused, and work
out, through conflicting and cooperating personalities, events, groups, into more significant culminations.

Without the social drama that comes into existence through the focusing and intensification of group activity
there is not a single function performed in the city that could not be performed—and has not in fact been performed—
in the open country *’ . The physical organization of the city may deflate this drama or make it frustrate; or it may,
through the deliberate efforts of art, politics, and education, make the drama more richly significant, as a stage-set,

well-designed, intensifies and underlines the gestures of the actors and the action of the play. It is not for nothing that

O This text is from: Lewis Mumford. Architectural Record. 1937.
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men have dwelt so often on the beauty or the ugliness of cities: these attributes qualify men’s social activities. And
if there is a deep reluctance on the part of the true city dweller to leave his cramped quarters for the physically more
benign environment of a suburb—¢éven a model garden suburb—his instincts are usually justified: in its various and
many-sided life, in its very opportunities for social disharmony and conflict, the city creates drama, the suburb lacks it.

One may describe the city, in its social aspect, as a special framework directed toward the creation of
differentiated opportunities for a common life and a significant collective drama. As indirect forms of association, with
the aid of signs and symbols and specialized organizations, supplement direct face-to-face intercourse, the personalities
of the citizens themselves become many-facted: they reflect their specialized interests, their more intensively trained
aptitudes, their finer discriminations and selections: the personality no longer presents a more or less unbroken
traditional face to reality as a whole. Here lies the possibility of personal disintegration; and here lies the need for
reintegration through wider participation in a concrete and visible collective whole. What men cannot imagine as a
vague formless society, they can live through and experience as citizens in a city. Their unified plans and buildings
become a symbol of their social relatedness; and when the physical environment itself becomes disordered and
incoherent, the social functions that it harbors become more difficult to express.

One further conclusion follows from this concept of the city: social facts are primary, and the physical
organization of a city, its industries and its markets, its lines of communication and traffic, must be subservient
to its social needs. Whereas in the development of the city during the last century we expanded the physical plant
recklessly and treated the essential social nucleus, the organs of government and education and social service, as mere
afterthought, today we must treat the social nucleus as the essential element in every valid city plan: the spotting and
inter-relationship of schools, libraries, theaters, community centers is the first task in defining the urban neighborhood

and laying down the outlines of an integrated city.

New Words

cursory /'ka:sari/ adj.
sanitary /'s@nitari/ adj.
utopian /ju:'toupian/ adj.
purposive /'pa:pasiv/ adj.
plexus /pleksas/ n.
culmination /kalmi'neifan/ n.
deflate /di'fleit/ v.

benign /bi'nain/ adj.
intercourse /'intoko:s/ n.

aptitude /@ptitju:d/ n.

discrimination /di,skrimi'neifan/ n.

disintegration /dis,inti'grei fan/ .
incoherent /,inkou'hiarant/ adj.
subservient /sab'sa:viont/ adj.

recklessly /'reklisli/ adv.
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Phrases and Expressions

social function
irregular street

social institution
economic organization
permanent structure
social division of labor
come into existence
economic life

garden suburb

Unit I The Evolution of Cities
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Notes

[ 1] They sought to derive these functions from a cursory survey of the activities and interests of the
contemporary urban scene.

[ FEX ] RITENRAZBIM—LEEHENFAE, LNER-LENKRMETESNRAZWS, &
BL RN X LR Z T INEE

[ 947 ] they $5BTAIATIRAY “those who have undertaken the work”, B0i&it31i]; derive ... from ... , &}
“SlEH, HH, RE, BE.

[ 2 ] The city in its complete sense, then, is a geographic plexus, an economic organization, an institutional
process, a theater of social action, and an aesthetic symbol of collective unity.

[FX] BEMS, B2 —NEETHIEML FEAR, FEHE. HLEINRDURZAKTESFS
MIMERESE,

[ 447 ] in its complete sense M 4ZIB/E BE M the city, BIER is, HbAHIIMNRIE,

[ 3 ] Without the social drama that comes into existence through the focusing and intensification of group activity there is not
a single function performed in the city that could not be performed—and has not in fact been performed—in the open country.

[ FX ] HEUENHAFTEE T EMEFENOTENINE, MREIFEHSKBINGEE, DERRSE
—HERTAE ST R EETN. $Nt, NESE—ATIRMEES, hEEERRGEE,

[ 447 ] AF K9 ETF A Without the social drama there is not a single function performed in the city, %—
that M/E){&1f the social drama, % — that M@){&1f a single function,

Exercises

Exercise | Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Which function of the city is the author mainly analyzed in the article?

2. Why most of our housing and city planning has been handicapped?

3. What is the essential social means of a city’s existence?

4. Tell the relationship between the physical environment and the social relatedness of a city.
Exercise 2  Fill in the blanks according to the text.

Most of our housing and city planning has been because those who have the work have had no clear
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notion of the ____ functions of the city. They sought to derive these functions from a ____ survey of the activities
and interests of the ___ urban scene. And they did not, apparently, suspect that there might be gross ____,
efforts, mistaken expenditures here that would not be set ____ by merely building ____ tenements or straightening out
and ____irregular streets.

Exercise 3 Translate the following phrases into Chinese or English.

1. social function

2. economic organization

3. social drama

4. T ThEE

5. EEMIH AL
6. HLFHAD T

Homework

1. Make sentences with the phrases below.

a) ... be subject to ...

b) ..sumup ..

¢) ... be subservient to ...

2. Translate the sentences into Chinese or English.

a ) Most of our housing and city planning has been handicapped because those who have undertaken the work
have had no clear notion of the social functions of the city.

b ) The city is a related collection of primary groups and purposive associations: the first, like family and
neighborhood, are common to all communities, while the second are especially characteristic of city life.

¢ ) The city fosters art and is art; the city creates the theater, that man’s more purposive activities are focused,
and work out, through conflicting and cooperating personalities, events, groups, into more significant culminations.

d) BT FENARMSBXETHRTIN T, XMUNBEFLERE, E2XUHE.

e) HEMLREIH, TEHHZFMRAR, S~ L, T, BESEY, HBATERMTFHETK,

f) EREHEHHENH T EARREN, BENESEEREFR. BHE. Bk, #RPOnLERHA
EEER, ‘

BEEL

Wit A

BN EEMBE TR S HERATEN, HAMLRERAY TEMRITEN, WETNEAERLES
R Z BHFAME . BITENRAZBIM—LEFHRMNA[E, LNEFR—LENREMETAENRR
TN, BELRMINAXERIHTIE. BR, MNAFTTEECHMETRFETSTSHREZL,
HEZhe2TEEMINSIRRK, BEESEERAMMNER. A, HESWERRUNBLEIE B £
B, ERER. HETHANNEE, REERBRN.

AP HERNYRTE, BT -ERWRAENNER; BREI—IHSER, BHXRH4AR? ¥4
mE, FPHANETHNERSEARE, TETSE, HNEANK (5) HEERDE - ZERANTAKE - &K
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BRIFEFRALZHAMHTORBEE, RREBRBRBFEHSFEX LN “HH",
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Part || Reading Paragraphs

Reading Paragraph A The Urban Revolution®

(S ] "W OBSRERE. AXNENETEEHTREDLESLRTLAMA L, IEMFTHR
EHSHUTRPFETHEFHREN "E6” NERAGRE. L LRSS FERMATERIENFH

© This text is from: V.Gorgon Childe. The Urban Revolution, The City Reader ( 2nd ed.) . Routledge T. Legates, Frederic
Stout, London and New York, 2008: 24-30.
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BT WHESRDA=ADHAHE, FOBKRZH ‘KK, “BE” M X", NBRFLE, XH—E5
W%, RUERTAEERAETIXBEER. T MUEEZHARREFEROMRITE, TRUERFRH
TES XM LSRN ERBIFE.

The concept of “city” is notoriously hard to define. The aim of the present essay is to present the city
historically—or rather prehistorically—as the resultant and symbol of a “revolution” that initiated a new economic
stage in the evolution of society. The word “revolution” must not of course be taken as denoting a sudden violent
catastrophe; it is here used for the culmination of a progressive change in the economic structure and social
organization of communities that caused, or was accompanied by, a dramatic increase in the population affected—an
increase that would appear as an obvious bend in the population graph were vital statistics available.

Sociologists and ethnographers last century classified existing pre-industrial societies in a hierarchy of three
evolutionary stages, denominated respectively “savagery”, “barbarism” and “civilization”. Savages live exclusively on
wild food obtained by collecting, hunting or fishing. Barbarians on the contrary at least supplement these natural resources
by cultivating edible plants and—in the Old World north of the Tropics—also by breeding animals for food "'’ .

Throughout the Pleistocence Period—the Palaeolithic Age of archaeologists—all known human societies were
savage in the foregoing sense, and a few savage tribes have survived in out of the way parts to the present day. In the
archaeological record barbarism began less than ten thousand years ago with the Neolithic Age of archaeologists. It
thus represents a later, as well as a higher stage, than savagery. Civilization can not be defined in quite such simple
terms. Etymologically the word is connected with “city”, and sure enough life in cities begins with this stage. But
“city” is itself ambiguous so archaeologists like to use “writing” as a criterion of civilization; it should be easily
recognizable and proves to be a reliable index to more profound characters. Note, however, that, because a people is
said to be civilized or literate, it does not follow that they all lived in cities *>* .

We have seen that a revolution as here defined should be reflected in the population statistics. In the case of
the Urban Revolution the increase was mainly accounted for by the multiplication of the numbers of persons living
together, i.e., in a single built-up area. The first cities represented settlement units of hitherto unprecedented size. Of
course it was not just their size that constituted their distinctive character. We shall find that by modern standards they
appeared ridiculously small and we might meet agglomerations of population today to which the name city would have
to be refused. Yet a certain size of settlement and density of population is an essential feature of civilization.

Now the density of population is determined by the food supply which in turn is limited by natural resources,
the techniques for their exploitation and the means of transport and food-preservation available ">’ . The last factors
have proved to be variables in the course of human history, and the technique of obtaining food has already been
used to distinguish the consecutive stages termed savagery and barbarism. Under the gathering economy of savagery

population was always exceedingly sparse.

The Neolithic Revolution certainly allowed an expansion of population an& enormously increased the carrying
capacity of suitable land ... It had other consequences besides increasing the population, and their exploitation might
in the end help to provide for the surplus increase. The new economy allowed, and indeed required, the farmer to
produce every year more food than was needed to keep him and his family alive. In other words it made possible the
regular production of a social surplus. Owning to the low efficiency of Neolithic technique, the surplus produced was

insignificant at first, but it could be increased till it demanded a reorganization of society.
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About 5,000 years ago irrigation cultivation ( combined with stockbreeding and fishing ) in the valleys of Nile,
the Tigris—Euphrates and the Indus had begun to yield a social surplus, large enough to support a number of resident
specialists who were themselves released from food-production. Water-transport, supplemented in Mesopotamia and the
Indus valley by wheeled vehicles and even in Egypt by pack animals, made it easy to gather food stuffs at a few centers.
At the same time dependence on river waters for the irrigation of the crops restricted the cultivable areas while the necessity
of canalizing the waters and protecting habitations against annual floods encouraged the aggregation of population. Thus
arose the first cities—units of settlement ten times as great as any known Neolithic village. It can be argued that all cities
in the old world are offshoots of those of Egypt, Mesopotamia and the Indus basin. So the latter need not be taken into

account if a minimum definition of civilization is to be inferred from a comparison of its independent manifestations.

Nevertheless, ten rather abstract criteria, all deducible from archaeological data, serve to distinguish even the
earliest cities from any older or contemporary village.

(1) In point of size the first cities must have been more extensive and more densely populated than any previous
settlements, although considerably smaller than many villages today.

(2) In composition and function the urban population already differed from that of any village.

(3) Each primary producer paid over the tiny surplus he could wring from the soil with his still very limited
technical equipment as tithe or tax to an imaginary deity or a divine king who thus concentrated the surplus.

(4) Truly monumental public buildings not only distinguish each known city form any village but also
symbolize the concentration of the social surplus.

(5) All those not engaged in food-production were of course supported in the first instance by the surplus
accumulated in temple or royal granaries and were thus dependent on temple or court. But naturally priests, civil and
military leaders and officials absorbed a major share of the concentrated surplus and thus formed a “ruling class”.

(6 ) They were in fact compelled to invent systems of recording and exact, but practically useful, sciences.

(7) The invention of writing—or shall we say the inventions of scripts—enabled the leisured clerks to proceed
to the elaboration of exact and predictive sciences—arithmetic, geometry and astronomy.

(8 ) Other specialists, supported by the concentrated social surplus, gave a new direction to artistic expression.

(9) A further part of the concentrated social surplus was used to pay for the importation of raw materials, needed
for industry or cult and not available locally.

(10) So in the city, specialist craftsmen were both provided with raw materials needed for the employment of

their skill and also guaranteed security in a State organization based now on residence rather than kinship.

These ten traits exhaust the factors common to the oldest cities that archaeology, at best helped out with

fragmentary and often ambiguous written sources, can detect.

Words and Expressions

notoriously /nou'toriasli/ adv. REBEN, XArAMM
initiate /i'ni[ieit/ v. Fi6; %%, Xk



