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Themed by apartment buildings, this book collects 8 extraordinary apartment buildings from all over the world. It firstly presents
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an analysis of current situations and prospects of Chinese and Western apartment buildings, bringing a contrast impression; then
shows a thorough analysis of forms, layouts, interior designs, advantages, supporting facilities and services combined with local
cultures, vividly reflecting the distinctiveness of Chinese and Western apartment buildings, and showing the new apartment types,
design features and trends. Moreover, it also includes green architectures, cultural architectures, emerging architectures and
residential architectures, revealing the cutting-edge design.

Dated from early 19th century, apartment building is both residential building featuring strong urban characteristics, and the
most common residential morphology nowadays. Although someone said that apartment building was the living machine in the
Industrial Age, it can be outstanding and charming by the use of new design concepts and materials. What’s more, some famous
apartments become more and more fashionable now, even some become the landmarks of the city. '

Apartment symbolizes a particular lifestyle, while green architectures, cultural architectures, emerging architectures and
residential architectures represent the current hotspots of architectural industry. This book displays various creative works of
architecture from different angles and by comprehensive analyses, making readers enjoy the charm of architecture and design and

get known of the hottest design trend.
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Outlook on Apartment Buildings
in China and Abroad

In our mind, most of families in U.S. own a house with garden.
Actually it is real in most areas, but it is seldom happened in
metropolitan areas, where are spread of high-rise apartment buildings.

Apartment is one of the three basic property forms in abroad,
which features various and distinctive types, from three-unit building to
hundred-unit building. While apartment appears a little bit late in China,
which began in 1990s and evolved from export building, office building
and luxury residential building to commercial and residential building in
the following 10 years. Till now, it has become the symbol of high-end
products.

Apartment is both the main living form in cities abroad, especially
in metropolitan areas, and the main housing source of the rental
market. Taking U.S. as an example, now apartment accounts for
14% of the total U.S. households, and about 15 million families live in
different apartments. In other words, no matter the poor, the civilian or
the rich all live in such apartments, which is only different in quality and
price. Metropolitan areas usually have higher land prices, and services
and amenities are expensive. Therefore, more residential towers are
with Co-op and Condo apartments. Co-op apartment features lower
price and rental, which is mainly for low-income residents. Recently,
most of co-op apartments in New York can be rent and sold, helping to
reduce urban living costs. Condo apartment is usually for the middle
class investing or living because of the clear property right, good
quality and high price, symbolizing identity, status and wealth.

On the contrary, with the economic development and acceleration
of urbanization in China, apartment buildings have extended form major
cities such as Beijing and Shanghai to the most developed second
and third-tier cities, international, service-oriented and enjoyable. For
the expanding of apartment buildings in different regions, a problem
of localization appears. How to reflect the local characteristics and
how to integrate with local cultures has become the new theme of
the apartment internationalization. Furthermore, the requirement of
high-end consumers on residential culture, quality and individuality
stimulates apartments to upgrade. Besides featuring the basic living

function, it also provides residents with qualified individualized service,

which even covers all aspects of living, such as education, travelling

and busihess. Finally, with the fast pace of urban life in cﬁ:ha, people

to use in the future apartment design or develop more

theme of the current apartment design. Thus, a variety of concepts like
extreme private experience comes into being, and different facilities
such as club and cultured theme are distinctively introduced.

Obviously, apartments in China and abroad feature different
situations, but they are all increasing rapidly and improving creatively.
This improvement allows people to find that common apartment
buildings can be charming, and even some famous ones reveal a
modern lifestyle or become landmarks. As for SOHO China, one of the
famous developers in China, it has developed many famous apartment
buildings in recent years. Beijing SOHO Residences, which marks a
new chapter of SOHO China’s developments, is a relatively complete
living environment. Appropriate layout, exquisite interior decoration,
modern furniture, complete set of house appliances, qualified energy-
saving materials, healthy environmental concept, high-end services,
convenient traffic and mature surrounds all highlight its luxury. This
also represents the design characteristics of current apartment
buildings in China, specializing in details and emphasizing on humanity
and comfort.

However, luxury and super-luxury apartments ask for higher
standards, both extraordinary form and excellent quality, which are
embodied in the villa-style layout, individualized interior design, wider
landscape, new energy-saving technologies and materials and value
promotion.

By the current situations of apartment buildings in China and
abroad, all apartments not only feature the basic living functions, but
also offer amenities and comforts. However, not all apartments are
perfect, some are still unsatisfactory. As for apartments in China,
apartment buildings look same apparently without identities; apartment
design is lack of local features; contradiction between construction and
decoration is solved not well. the unit is not designed appropriately;
the property management is not well and the traffic is not convenient.
Although apartments are very advanced abroad, all designs are similar
and offer no specific design messages. The outstanding project South
Street Seaport Tower in apartment subject just changes this drawback
and shows the future of residential towers. Therefore, the subject
intends to present some representative apartment buildings, making
architects enjoy creative and innovative designs and stimulate them

nique design






i Efn

HESEBIHAS

Sails Billowing in the Wind: The Oceanfront at Sentosa Cove

SE4%. BKIEAK Contributing Coordinator: Yalin Zhang

WA S, FIEERDS
BHER. 18 000 /5%
BHIET. WATGEMIRITAT
B FIETCHEAAS

¥ T RHjEl. 20104

Location: Sentosa, Singapore
Building Area: 18,000 m?
Architectural Design: WATG
Client: TC Development Pte, Ltd.
Completion: 2010
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Among the world's most anticipated integrated marina precincts, Sentosa Cove is a gated community of seafront bungalows and
condominiums. Surrounded by 360 degrees of spectacular beauty, The Oceanfront at Sentosa Cove is a stunning architectural landmark by

the sea that commands the highest views on Sentosa Cove
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Located just minutes from the downtown vibrance of Singapore, one of Asia's
most exciting cities, The Oceanfront at Sentosa Cove is the exclusive residential
enclave of Sentosa Cove. The private, multi-story luxury condominium residences
focus on waterway views and maximize the waterfront lifestyle. The layout of the
buildings is arranged in a gently curving line that follows the shape of the peninsula
and is inspired by a flotilla of ships plying high along the ocean waves.

Enveloped in tranquility, the low-rise apartments offer an exclusive resort
village ambience. The two condominium towers, on the other hand, reach
boldly for the sky and are prominent landmarks. They offer an unrivalled and
unobstructed view of the seascape, with views of the Southern Islands and
beyond that, the deep waters of the South China Sea.

The Oceanfront at Sentosa Cove features a host of luxurious facilities that
are set against an exquisite backdrop of sun, sea and sky. Lush in landscaped
gardens with an elevated timber deck, elegant walkways, delightful water
features and so much more add a touch of magic to life here. A fully equipped
gymnasium is designed to take full advantage of Marina views and a stunning,
infinity-edged lap pool stretches into the horizon.

The design challenge for the Oceanfront at Sentosa Cove was to create

a contemporary residential community with a resort-like atmosphere near



