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1. Seeing the Wind

Roger Ascham
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Seeing the Wind

To see the wind, with a man his eyes, it is unpossible, the nature of it is so fine, and
subtle, yet this experience of the wind had I once myself, and that was in the great snow that
fell four years ago: I rode in the highway betwixt Topcliffe-upon-Swale, and Berowe Bridge,
the way being somewhat trodden afore, by wayfaring men. The fields on both sides were
plain and lay almost yard deep with snow, the night afore had been a little frost, so that the
snow was hard and crusted above, That morning the sun shone bright and clear, the wind
was whistling aloft, and sharp according to the time of the year. The snow in the highway
lay loose and trodden with horse feet: so as the wind blew, it took the loose snow with it,

and made it so slide upon the snow in the field which was hard and crusted by reason of the
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frost overnight, that thereby I might see very well, the whole nature of the wind as it blew
that day. And I had a great delight and pleasure to mark it, which maketh me now far better
to remember it. Sometimes the wind would be not past two yards broad, and so it would
carry the snow as far as I could see. Another time the snow would blow over half the field at
once. Sometime the snow would tumble softly, by and by it would fly wonderfully fast. And
this I perceived also that the wind goeth by streams and not whole together. For I should see
one stream within a score on me, then the space of two score no snow would stir, but, after
so much quantity of ground, another stream of snow at the same very time should be carried
likewise, but not equally. For the one would stand still when the other flew apace, and so
continue sometime swiftlier, sometime slowlier, sometime broader, sometime narrower, as
far as I could see. Nor it flew not straight, but sometime it crooked this way, sometime that
way, and sometime it ran round about in a compass. And sometime the snow would be lift
clean from the ground up into the air, and by and by it would be all clapped to the ground as
though there had been no wind at all, straightway it would rise and fly again.

And that which was the most marvel of all, at one time two drifts of snow flew, the one
out of the West into the East, the other out of the North into the East: And I saw two winds
by reason of the snow the one cross over the other, as it had been two highways. And again
I should hear the wind blow in the air, when nothing was stirred at the ground. And when
all was still where I rode, not very far from me the snow should be lifted wonderfully. This
experience made me more marvel at the nature of the wind, than it made me cunning in the
knowledge of the wind: but yet thereby I learned perfectly that it is no marvel at all though
men in a wind lose their length in shooting, seeing so many ways the wind is so variable in

blowing.
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2. Holy Dying

Jeremy Taylor
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Holy Dying

Neither must we think that the life of a man begins when he can feed himself, or walk
alone, when he can fight or beget his like; for so he is contemporary with a camel or a cow;
but he is first a man, when he comes to a certain steady use of reason, according to his
proportion; and when that is, all the world of men cannot tell precisely. Some are called at
age at fourteen, some at one-and-twenty, some never; but all men late enough, for the life
of a man comes upon him slowly and insensibly. But as when the sun approaches towards the
gates of the morning, he first opens a little eye of heaven, and sends away the spirits of
darkness, and gives light to a cock, and calls up the lark to matins, and by and by gilds the
fringes of a cloud, and peeps over the eastern hills, thrusting out his golden horns, like
those which decked the brows of Moses when he was forced to wear a veil, because himself

had seen the face of God; and still while a man tells the story, the sun gets up higher, till he
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shows a fair face and a full light, and then he shines one whole day, under a cloud often, and
sometimes weeping great and little showers and sets quickly: so is a man’s reason and his
life. He first begins to perceive himself, to see or taste, making little reflection upon his
actions of sense, and can discourse of flies and dogs, shells and play, horses and liberty: but
when he is strong enough to enter into arts and little institutions, he is at first entertained
with trifles and impertinent things, not because he needs them, but because his understanding is
no bigger, and little images of things are laid before him, like a cock-boat to a whale, only to
play withal; but before a man comes to be wise, he is half dead with gouts and consumption,
with catarrhs and aches, with sore eyes and a worn-out body. So that if we must not reckon
the life of a man but by the accounts of his reason, he is long before his soul be dressed; and
he is not to be called a man without a wise and an adorned soul, a soul at least furnished with
what is necessary towards his well-being; but by that time his soul is thus furnished, his
body is decayed; and then you can hardly reckon him to be alive, when his body is possessed
by so many degrees of death.

But there is yet another arrest. At first he wants strength of body, and then he wants
the use of reason, and when that is come, it is ten to one but he stops by the impediments of
vice, and wants the strength of the spirit; and we know that body, and soul, and spirit, are
the constituent parts of every christian man. And now let us consider what that thing is
which we call years of discretion. The young man is past his tutors, and arrived at the
bondage of a caitiff spirit; he is run from discipline, and is let loose to passion; the man by
this time hath wit enough to choose his vice, to act his lust, to court his mistress, to talk
confidently, and ignorantly, and perpetually. To despise his betters, to deny nothing to his
appetite, to do things that when he is indeed a man he must for ever be ashamed of: for this
is all the discretion that most men show in the first stage of their manhood; they can discern
good from evil; and they prove their skill by leaving all that is good; and wallowing in the
evils of folly and an unbridled appetite. And by this time the young man hath contracted
vicious habits, and is a beast in manners, and therefore it will not be fitting to reckon the
beginning of his life; he is a fool in his understanding, and that is a sad death; and he is dead
in trespasses and sins, and that is a sadder; so that he hath no life but a natural, the life of
a beast, or a tree; in all other capacities he is dead; he neither hath the intellectual nor the
spiritual life, neither the life of a man nor of a Christian; and this sad truth lasts too long.
For old age seizes upon most men while they still retain the minds of boys and vicious youth,
doing actions from principles of great folly and a mighty ignorance, admiring things useless
and hurtful, and filling up all the dimensions of their abode with businesses of empty affairs,
being at leisure to attend no virtue. They cannot pray, because they are busy, and because
they are passionate. They cannot communicate, because they have quarrels and intrigues of
perplexed causes, complicated hostilities, and things of the world; and therefore they cannot
attend to the things of God: little considering that they must find a time to die in, when
death comes they must be at leisure for that. Such men are like sailors loosing from a port,

and tossed immediately with a perpetual tempest, lasting till their cordage crack, and either

P 6.



they sink or return back again to the same place: they did not make a voyage, though they
were long at sea. The business and impertinent affairs of most men steal all their time, and
they are restless in a foolish motion; but this is not the progress of a man; he is no farther
advanced in the course of a life, though he reckon many years; for still his soul is childish

and trifling, like an untaught boy.
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3. The Rewards of the Professions

Adam Smith
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The Rewards of the Professions

Fifthly, the wages of labour in different employments vary according to the probability
or improbability of success in them. _

The probability that any particular person should ever be qualified for the employment
to which he is educated, is very different in different occupatioris.‘ In the greater part of
mechanic trades, success is almost certain; but very uncertain in the liberal professions. Put
your son apprentice to a shoemaker, there is little doubt of his learning to make a pair of

shoes: but send him to study the law, it is at least twenty to one if ever he makes such a
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proficiency as will enable him to live by the business. In a perfectly fair lottery, those who
draw the prizes ought to gain all that is lost by those who draw the blanks. In a profession
where twenty fail for one that succeeds, that one ought to gain all that should have been
gained by the unsuccessful twenty. The counsellor at law, who, perhaps, at near forty years
of age, begins to make something by his profession, ought to receive the retribution, not
only of his own so tedious and expensive education, but of that of more than twenty others
who are never likely to make anything by it. How extravagant soever the fees of counsellors
at law may sometimes appear, their real retribution is never equal to this. Compute in any
particular place, what is likely to be annually gained, and what is likely to annually spent,
by all the different workmen in any common trade, such as that of shoemakers or weavers,
and you will find that the former sum will generally exceed the latter. But make the same
computation with regard to all the counsellors and students of law, in all the different inns of
court, and you will find that their annual gains bear but a very small proportion to their
annual expense, even though you rate the former as high, and the latter as low, as can well
be done. The lottery of the law, therefore, is very far from being a perfectly fair lottery; and
that, as well as many other liberal and honourable professions, are, in point of pecuniary
gain, evidently under-recompensed.

Those professions keep their level, however, with other occupations, and notwithstanding
these discouragements, all the most generous and liberal spirits are eager to crowd into
them. Two different causes contribute to recommend them. First, the desire of the reputation
which attends upon superior excellence in any of them; and, secondly, the natural confidence
which every man has, more or less, not only in his own abilities, but in his own good
fortune.

To excel in any profession, in which but few arrive at mediocrity, is the most decisive
mark of what is called genius or superior talents. The public admiration which attends upon
such distinguished abilities, makes always a part of their reward; a greater or smaller in proportion
as it is higher or lower in degree. It makes a considerable part of it in the profession of
physic; a still greater perhaps in that of law; in poetry and philosophy it makes almost the

whole.
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