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PREFACE

To a country like China, with a population well over 450,000,000, it is an
undenied truth that a systematic census enumeration and an orderly registration
of births, deaths and marriages are absolutely indispensable to the pavement of a
better foundation for future progresses and developments. A systematic census
a cross-section

enumeration provides an instantaneous picture of the community
of the body-politic exhibiting its constitution at the point of time when it is made.
An orderly registration of births may serve as evidences to prove the age
and legitimacy of heirs, to establish age and proof of citizenship and descent in
order to vote, to determine the relations of guardians and wards, to establish the
right of admission to the professions and to many public offices, to determine the
liability of parents for the debts of a minor and to prove the irresponsibility of
children under legal age for crime and misdemeanor, and various other matters in
the criminal code. And of still greater help to the government is that registration
of births may serve also as testimonies in the claim for exemption from or the
richt to jury and military service, in the enforcement of law relating to education
and child labor, in the furnishing of proof of citizenship in order to obtain a pass-
port and of legal age to marry.

In addition to the purification of the internal order and system of a nation,
especially in recent time when natural sciences reach the highest zenith, such re-
gistrations as registrations of deaths and marriages which have been somewhat
neglected formerly have now also come to play a very important part in the well
ordering and organizing of a country. The registrations of deaths and marriages,
now paramount factors of vital statistics, the former analyzes the principal causes
of deaths and the frequent age periods upon which mortalities usually occur and
the latter affords a view of the mean age of marriages and the number of people
who have married too early or too late, have both become the most essential sources
of references to public health workers and eugenic practitioners. But much to
our disappointment, all that we have just touched upon has to play with ages,
Tt has been a customary habit of the Chinese to calculate ages basing the lunar
calendar, despite the fact that order has been enforced by the Central Government
for the abolishment of it. The Chinese consider a child to be one year old as soon
as it first breathes and when it reaches the first lunar new year’s day it is immedi-
ately supposed to be two years of age. This manner of reckoning ages highly
impairs modern vital statistics. IFor if we make a certain survey basing upon
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these false records of ages we will surely not be able to come to any valuable con-
clusion. Furthermore if we take for instance, another case, say if we want to
determine the age for military recruitments and if we count the ages of the youths
according to the Chinese method of reckoning ages, we will commit a oross mis-
take, for then all the youths we thought to be of age for military service will all
be under their required ages. Similar difficulty is encountering affairs of all sorts
which have to do with ages.

The present urgent need is the securing of a better and convenient time-saved
method for the transposing of Chinese ages to Western or to exact ages, the latter
measure the lengths of time of persons surviving to the nearest of last birth dates
and are therefore profitable for vital statisticians. There has been up to the pres-
ent moment no better achievement purporting for such an undertaking saves the
laborious methods of calculations which are still highly employed by census
enumerators and vital statisticians. Though with the good calculating machines
which fortune has profitted us and which have given us immeasurable facilities,
yet it is hardly possible for us to admit that they have already fully met our need,
for such undertakings as census enumeration, registrations of births, deaths, mar-
riages, the determining of the lenghts of durations of certain morbidities and the
calculating of the different age periods susceptible to certain kinds of discases,
usually involve millions of units of persons and if we make all the transposing of
ages by means of painstaking calculations, it will have to take us years of time
to complete a piece of statistical work.

In order to do away with the painful and wasteful calculations, some sort
of tables such as tables of a concordance of the Sino-Western Calendar must be
compiled basing which the transposing of Chinese ages to Western or to exact
ages will need but a brisk of time. To fulfill this specific need, numerous attempts
have been made by our predecessors and notably among which are those men-
tioned down below: “An Anglo-Chinese Calendar” by Charles Kliene, “A (‘om-
parative Daily Calendar for Chinese, luropean and Mohammedan History and
Erh Shih Shih Shuo Jen Piao” by Professor Yiian Ch'en of the National Univer-
sity of Peking, “Concordance des Chronologies Néoméniques Chinoise et Kuropé-
enne and a Notice of the Chinese Calendar™ by Le Rév. Pére Pierre Hoang and
“Li Tai Ch‘ang Shu Chi Yao” by Wong Yiieh-chen. The merits and demerits of
the above mentioned will not be detailed here but a brief description of each
of which will be given in the foot notes at the end of this preface. A glance of
which will enable the readers to discern ceruse from natural bloom.

The present attainment, being perhaps the most complete treatise in existence
in this field is superlative to its allied because of its unique method of presenting
the desired factors through a systematic series of comprehensive tables and be-
cause of its numerous merits which far excel those that are already in books of
the same line obtainable. It is especially written for vital statisticians as the
compilers themselves are in connection with the Statistical Division of the Depart-
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ment of Public Health of the Peiping Union Medical College and are by experience
aware that the unavoided difficulties of reckoning Chinese ages which are now
facing the public health workers and census enumerators must be eliminated by
such a task. The book will become an inevitable friend to medical men, health
officers and vital statisticians.

Besides this, it is also the aim of the writers that this book shall become a
close friend to all historians, sociologists, and archeeologists foreign as well. To
those people, the present task will afford the conveniences of finding out the cor-
responding dates both Western and Chinese which they shall have to employ for
the comparing of Chinese historical occurrences, different periods of social changes
and periods in geological history in China within the 2,000 years, 1-2000 A. D. with
that of Western Eras. TFor historians the compilers have specially outlined in
tabulated form the different dynasties and reigns within the two thousand years,
1-2000 A.D. It is hoped that with such a table that historians may find con-
venient to master the Chinese history in the said 2,000 years thoroughly. Besides
this the book is equally serviceable to merchants, lawyers, bankers, anthropolo-
uists, psychologists, philosophers, physicians, insurance companies, foreign trades-
men in China, domestic householders and governmental institutions.

FOOT NOTES

Charles Kliene, Anglo-Chinese Calendar, The Kolly & Walsh Ttd., 12 Nanking Road, Shanghai, 1905.
A huge volume, including 500 pages, covering a period of 250 years, 1751-2000 A.D., each year occupying two
pages. It gives the corresponding week day to each day of both the Chinese and Western Calendars, ete.
Chéen Yiian, A Comparative Daily Calendar for Chinese, Buropean & Mohammedan History, The Sinological Re-
search Institute at the National University of Peking, Peiping, 1926.
Five huge volumes, covering a period of 1,940 years, 1-1940 A.D., containing 970 pages, every two years occupy-
ing one page. The days of the Western Calendar are given fully from 1-1940 A.D., the first day of the moon
of the lunar and Mohammedan year are attached by the side of the corresponding day of the Solar year. The
caleulation of the seven days of the week and the cycle for days are given in tables appended at the cnd of the
book. Mr. Chen compiled this book as soon as his Erh Shib Shih Shuo Jen Piao was just off print.

Pierre Hoang, Concordance des Chronologies Néoméniques, Chinoise et Buropéenne, Imprimerie de La Mission Catho-
lique, Shanghai, 1910.
A huge volume, including 569 pages, covering a period of 2,861 years, 841 B.C. to 2020 A.D. Everyeigh yecars
occupying a page, only the first day of cach moon of the lunar year and its corresponding day in the Western
Calendar are given.  Cyeles for moons and Ist day of each moon are also given, etc.

Cheng Ho-sheng, Chung Hsi Shih Jih Tui Chao Piao, Commercial Press, Shanghai, 1936.
A huge volume of more than 800 pages, covering a period of 425 years, 1516-1941 A.D. Tt gives the days of
week and cycles for days both in the Chinese and Western Calendars.

Wong Yiieh-chen, Li Tai Ch'ang Shu Chi Yao. Kuang Hstit Fourth Year, 1878 A.D., Ch'ing Dynasty.
The author spent more than thirty years to accomplish this book. 1t is the book which Prof. Ch'en Yiian and

Pierre Hoang have both regarded as their standard book of references for their then publications.
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