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Companionship of Books

A nonymous

Reading books is like talking with thousands of people.

A man may usually be known by the books he reads as well as by the company he
keeps; for there is a companionship of books as well as of men; and one should always live
in the best company, whether it be of books or of men.

A good book may be among the best of friends. It is the same today that it always was,
and it will never change. It is the most patient and cheerful of companions. It does not turn
its back upon us in times of adversity or distress. It always receives us with the same
kindness, amusing and instructing us in youth, and comforting and consoling us in age.

Men often discover their affinily to each other by the love they have each for a book. —
just as two persons sometimes discover a friend by the admiration which both have for a
third. There is an old proverb, “Love me love my dog.” But there is more wisdom in this:
“Love me love my book.” The book is a truer and higher bond of union. Men can think, feel,

and sympathize with each other through their favorite author. They live in him together and
he, and be in them.

“Books,” said Hazlitt,“Wind into the heart; the poet’s verse slides in the current of our
blood. We read them when young, we remember them when old, We feel that it has

happened to ourselves. They are to be had very cheap and good. We breathe but the air of




books.”

A good book is often the best urn of a life enshrining the best that life could think out;
for the world of a man’s life is, for the most part, but the world of his thoughts. Thus the best
books are treasuries of good words, the golden thoughts,which, remembered and cherished,
become our constant companions and comforters.They are never alone, said Sir Philip Sidney,
“that are accompanied by noble thoughts.”

The good and true thought may in times of temptation be as an angel of mercy purifying
and guarding the soul. It also enshrines the germs of action, for good words almost always
inspire to good works.

Books possess an essence of immortality. They are by far the most lasting products of
human effort. Temples and statues decay, but books survive. Time is of no account with great
thoughts, which are as fresh today as when they first passed through their author’s minds,
ages ago. What was then said and thought still speaks to us as vividly as ever from the
printed page. The only effect of time has been to sift out the bad products; for nothing in
literature can long survive but what is really good.

Books introduce us into the best society, they bring us into the presence of the greatest
minds that have ever lived. We hear what they said and did; we see them as if they were
really alive; we sympathize with them, enjoy with them, grieve with them; their experience
becomes ours, and we feel as if we were in a measure actors with them in the scenes which
they describe.

The great and good do not die even in this word. Embalmed in books, their spirits walk
abroad. The book is a living voice. It is an intellect to which one still listens. Hence we ever
remain under the influence of the great men of old. The imperial intellects of the world are

as much alive now as they were ages ago.
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Two Acor

A nonymous

If you want to understand adversity,take two identical acorns from the same oak tree
and plant them in two difierent locations,Plant the first in the middle of a dense forest,and
the other on a hill by itself

Here’s what will happen.The oak standing alone is exposed to every,storm. Its roots
reach out in every direction,clutching me rocks and piercing deep into the earth.Every
rootlet lends itself to steady the growing giant,as if in anticipation of fierce conflict with the
elements.Sometimes its upward growth seems checked for years,but all the while it has been
expending its energy in pushing a toot across a large rock to gain a firmer anchorage.Then it
shoots proudly aloft again,prepafed to defy the hurricane.The gales which sport so rudely
with its wide branches find more than meir match,and only serve stiiu further to toughen
every ,minutest fiber from pith to bark.

What about the acorn planted in the forest?It becomes awake,frail sapling having to
compete with giant oaks for nutrients’ and space.And since it is protected by its neighbors,
the little oak doesn’t sense the need to spread its roots for support.

Don’t be afraid of adversity.Welcome it! That’s your sure—fire route to ultimate success.
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