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ntroduction

A New Book, A New Way of Learning

Up till now, throughout your school years, you have probably learnt English in a fairly
traditional way. Now you are about to start a course which is quite different. Until now you
have been learning lots of information about English. Now, what you are going to do in this
course is to learn how to use English. You are going to develop some language skills. For ex-
ample, when you read a passage you are not just going to concentrate on the language points.
Instead, you are going to learn how to guess the meaning of new words, how to read quick-
ly, how to look for details in the text, and how to take notes efficiently.

Lessons may be very different from the way in which you have studied before. You will
be expected to take more of an active role in class than you have previously had to do. For
example, you will be expected to work in pairs or groups. At first you may feel puzzled by
this new way of doing things. But you should keep an open mind and try to understand why
you are using this new approach. You may find it hard at first, but we believe that the initial
struggle will be worth it in the end.

What Does It Mean to Speak a Language?

In the past people thought that if you know grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation you
could speak a language. But now we realise that communication in a language is much more
than this. For instance, “Have you eaten?” is a perfectly grammatical question in English,
but it is not appropriate as a greeting as it is in Chinese. Understanding the words and gram-

mar of a sentence does not mean that we can understand its meaning.
Errors Are Part of Learning

You will have plenty of opportunity to practise and to try out new language. Do not be
afraid of trying to communicate and making errors. This is a natural part of the learning

KX



process. You will never learn English if you are too afraid to open your mouth or to make
mistakes. At first you may feel that you are able to speak more fluently than before but that

you are less accurate. Do not worry about this: accuracy will follow.
Use of Dictionaries & Grammar Books

You will find that to carry out the work on this course it is not enough to have a Chi-
nese/English dictionary. If you have not already got one, you should buy an English/English
dictionary. You should try to find a good one such as the Oxford Advanced Learner’ s Dic-

tionary, published by the Oxford University Press, the Collins Cobuild Student’ s Dictionary,

or one of the many Longman’ s Dictionaries that are currently available.

Dictionaries are an important tool in language learning. But we must recognize that the
over use of dictionaries can quickly become a bad habit and can prevent you from using valua-
ble language learning skills. It is better to try to guess the meanings of unknown words from
their context rather than looking up every word in the dictionary. After all, in a natural con-
versation, you would not be able to look up every unfamiliar word in the dictionary. After the
lesson you may use your dictionary to get a fuller idea of the meaning of a word, its pronun-
ciation and its use.

You will also find it useful to have a good reference book of English grammar. We rec-

ommend the following: Practical English Usage, by Michael Swan, published by the Oxford

University Press; A Practical English Grammar, by A.J. Thomson and A. V. Martinet, also

published by the Oxford University Press; or Longman English Grammar, by L. G. Alexan-

der.
Self Study

- Learning English does not stop outside the classroom. Some activities, such as Extended
Activities in the Student’ s Book are particularly suitable for self study; i.e. exercises which
you may wish to do by yourself outside of class time.

As you might expect, your teacher will sometimes ask you to do homework. For exam-
ple, s/he may ask you to do a writing task; or s/he may ask you to do some preparation
(reading, discussion, thinking) for the next lesson.

There are other ways you can improve your English. Try talking with your roommates in
English rather than Chinese. Listen to English programmes on the radio. Read English. You

should read anything at all which is written in English and which you find interesting. You

X



Introduction

will learn much quicker if you are interested in what you are reading. As much as possible,
you should take responsibility for your own development. This is an important aspect of lan-
guage learning.

If—despite all the above—you still find that you have some free time, you should re-
view the lessons you have already done. This is much more useful than previewing the next

lesson.
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Listening
listening for
specific
information

listening for

specific
information

ﬁsiéning for

general idea,
listening and
note-taking

listening for
specific
information,
listening and
note-taking

characteristics
of an ideal
friend and
friendship,
explaining
reasons for
choices made

) talkm; gabou~tw

daily economic
enigmas

analyzing
simple legal
cases,

talking about
various crimes

interpretin,
data related to
gender,
discussing
differences
between men

and women

Speaking |

talkm géboutv [

reading for

general/
specific ideas/
information,
matching the
supporting
examples to
the statements

reading for
specific
information

fégid{r{g for
general idea

readiﬂg for

specific
information

Reading |

Writing

writing an
email, writing
a persuasive
essay

explaining
causes and
effects

and analysing
a case

writing
comparison
and contrast
essays

talking about
friendship,
Itis --- that ---

| gé&ing to

know some
financial and
economic
terms, linking
words: cause
and effect

categorizing,
vocabulary
about crimes

connectors,
vocabulary
about gender
traits

Grammar/Vocabulary |

y

vocabulary for | describing

people’s
characteristics,
giving reasons,
expressing
personal
opinions

‘ talking about
causes and
effects

expressing
regrets

debating rules,
expressing
agreement and
disagreement,
comparison
and contrast




