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geographic location, and generated valuable outcomes represented by the Shanghai Declaration .
These forums have left a rich legacy for the World Expo and the entirety of mankind in politics,
economy, technology and culture, and provided important reference for future urban
development.

The Expo forums were open, innovative and practical. Already a household brand on their
own, the forums spread Expo notions intelligently, effectively and in a well-organized manner;
facilitated dialogues between the academic, business and political communities; testified to
China’s openness, friendly attitude and love for peace; and consolidated Shanghai’s image as a
city marching towards the goal of a modern international metropolis. They were also a
successful attempt to enrich the legacy of the World Expo, injecting new dynamism and
elements into this 159-year-old event. We therefore determine to publish this collection of
forum papers, for the purpose of retaining and introducing to more people the intangible assets
of the Expo.

In 1996, the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlement provided that our cities must be
places where human beings lead fulfilling lives in dignity, good health, safety, happiness and
hope. The Expo in Shanghai echoed with this call and offered some solutions. It is our belief
that the sparkling wisdom and glorious ideals arising from the Expo forums will continue to
illuminate the long and arduous journey of future urban development.

Yu Zhengsheng

Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
Secretary of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee

First Vice Chairman of the National Organizing Committee

of Expo 2010 Shanghai China



General Preface

The spectacular World Expo 2010 Shanghai China was opened on the evening of April 30th,
2010 on the banks of the Huangpu River. The unforgettable Expo lasted 184 days and attracted
246 countries as well as international organizations. Under the theme of “Better City, Better
Life”, all participants showcased their latest urban development philosophies and painted a fine
picture of lives in future cities through their thoughtful planning, perfect execution as well as
distinctive exhibition.

With over half of the world’s population living in cities, it is not an exaggeration to define
the 21st century as a century of the city. For all the remarkable progress rapid urbanization and
industrialization have generated over the years, mankind is also confronted with unprecedented
challenges, such as financial crisis, swelling population, environmental pollution and traffic
congestion. Consequently, the future of cities has risen to become a global issue capturing the
attention of all countries.

The Expo forums were therefore designed to pool global wisdom, share common
aspiration, re-examine the complicated relations between man and nature, man and society as
well as interpersonal relationships, explore sustainable development and define new lifestyles in
cities. The successful outcomes of the forums added a bright flare to the exhibitions and events
within the Expo Park, stimulating an enlightening dialogue on human civilization and urban
future, putting forward the brand new concept of harmonious city and contributing to a
successful, wonderful and unforgettable Expo.

The Expo forums were officially launched in April 2009 and lasted more than 500 days.
They comprised a summit forum, theme forums as well as public forums, and extensively
engaged experts, government officials and the public in this feast of wisdom where ideas and
thoughts converge and proliferate.

All the 60-plus forums are the articulation of the Shanghai Expo main theme. Under the
sub-topic of science and technology innovation, economic transformation, environmental
protection, cultural heritage and urban-rural relations, participants generously contributed
their academic insights and thought-provoking ideas, transcended race, religious belief and
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Preface |

Today’s world is a world dominated by cities. Cultural heritage is confronted with severe
challenges in the course of urban regeneration and development. In order to explore an
approach to the place of culture in a “Better City, Better Life”, to promote an effective
integration of culture and the city, and to elevate the quality of life and happiness index of
urban residents, the Organizing Committee for Expo 2010 Shanghai China selected “Cultural
Heritage and Urban Regeneration” as one of the Theme Forums of the Shanghai Expo.

The Theme Forum on “Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration”, co-organized by the
Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China, UNESCO, the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage, the Organizing Committee of Expo 2010 Shanghai China, and the Suzhou
Municipal Government, was held in Suzhou from June 12 to 13. Approximately 600 scholars,
experts, and officials from governments in 16 countries or regions, or from international
organizations including UNESCO, attended the Forum. Nearly 60 guests delivered speeches and
held heated discussions on topical international cultural issues influencing city building and
development, including preservation of cultural heritage, integration and coexistence of diverse
urban cultures, innovation and practice of urban culture, cross-cultural exchanges and the
evolution of urban culture, and urban conservation and regeneration.

This volume compiles important speeches and relevant essays delivered during the opening
ceremony, plenary meetings, parallel sessions and closing ceremony, showcasing the
achievements of the Forum. The collection entails a wealth of views from diverse perspectives,
including answers to questions, policy recommendations, summaries of experiences, refinement
of theories, the sober reflections of decision makers and managers, and the flashes of brilliance
of the academic experts. The publication of the collection has both theoretical and practical
value in promoting the preservation of cultural heritage, and enhancing the comprehensive,
coordinated and sustainable development of cities. The collection will constitute a brilliant
legacy of Expo 2010 Shanghai China.

It is my firm belief that, if humans exert common effort, together we can make our urban
life better!

Cai Wu
Minister of Culture, PRC
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Preface ||

The city, as an embodiment of the philosophy, politics, economy, culture, arts and lifestyle of
human beings, is both an accomplishment and symbol of human civilization, and the home of
people’s daily lives. Culture is a reflection of customary ways of living and ways of thinking at a
certain stage of history, in a certain geographic environment, under certain conditions of
existence of a human population. Cultural heritage is the creation and accumulation of
generations of human beings, the sedimented layers of outstanding contributions in different
historical periods. The city is not just an economic achievement, but, more importantly, is the
crystallization of culture. Therefore, in this sense the city itself is a cultural heritage.

Urban development is indispensable to cultural development. The city is not only a man-
made environment created to meet our needs for subsistence and development, but also a vehicle
and stage for the continuous development and transmission of cultures; while culture is not only
the core and soul of city, but also an inexhaustible force for urban development. The renewal of
cities preserves the footprints of different historical periods, passes on the DNA of cthnic
cultures, and sustains the lifeblood of the development of human civilization. The regeneration
and evolution of the city is precisely the transmission and progress of its associated human
cultures.

Under the Shanghai Expo’s theme of “Better City, Better Life”, the theme forum on
“Cultural Heritage and Urban Regeneration” engaged in broad and in-depth discussions on the
relationship between cultural heritage and urban regeneration, providing valuable experiences
for cities at home and abroad to understand and deal with issues of cultural heritage and urban
regeneration. I hope that the constructive results will not only become part of the intellectual
legacy of the Expo, but will even more importantly serve as a brand-new form of cultural
creativity to preserve the sparks of meaningful ideas that will light up the journey ahead for the
regeneration and development of cities. And I hope that they will also enable us to stand at a
new starting point in the course of history, reflect backwards on the past, and firmly face the
present and future with the greater self-awareness that will enable us to build a better and more
livable home for humankind in the future.

Shan Jixiang
Director-General of the State Bureau of Cultural Relics, PRC



2L HEE N FHEERLIT, HREHBRB S AN F LT EENH
E Y IR IR AT R AR LR S XTI RTEA G B S,

FEEN 2010 F gttt E A E A XA ELHE M RA M T 42,
ERANLTEHEAANEERXREFHELRNOERZT, BACAE B R, £HBF .,
HE 2035 F, PERLHILT0%MA D BEEARTHK, %52, EFEHHFHL 10
TWFAT ., RUART U RO AELREN LR AT REERE K,

WHAARN R TURBER LT E - EFZTRANEEA, TTHRENEK
BREFXBAMNER LK. ARE. FEFEMTBHIUARALLEHE 2
R TR, ZEA PR EH RTEEH LR ABEHRAR G &40
Ko E KBk

REEMBEXAREZRN) TXUAR TN E XS ENH. KEEHH XA
BHE FMREFRENER X ME AR THIRLERRET AR RIAEXE
EWMER. —MRTW R X E T UGN LA T REA K HE .
RErmd i E ROAEEF X, ERB TEE - ERTRET RN & @ HE. B H#E
XL X RERXOEETUR I RI-ELSEFLE, 4K, BAEHH
XALHYEFRFLERFILF =0 — XA E A LE TR, HRPFodh)
WHEXAURFEERABRTRREEE T — M.

ERwmk . ReERBAXARE BT I EZA"HRFLERTFTRENES, &
ZRARTIEZWELHFART AT ESH TP RK—F P, 22 XN FH
EXKMNAFETABRACK,. AL BHREEMIR., ELREELFMXESE M
FROVEMEEFMAENEBF T WB A FRAETHRNRMTAREELF L
AAN R RRP— AN E R AT LT anit”,




ARERHQTHMERRMNARAEFESHMAE T A B XF I H el wH
. EARWAREFF, Xfg) B L 2B AEH. £ FBEMAKKN— DK
T ERAAT . B, XA AR EE RS AL LIFLET. BhXUEK
FAXATETUHGLATELREF RO RE. PELERMEAERF L L
EFMHED, PERREARRBED XA EFZ VLR, Ko ERH AR
WEKERTRAKN, EXFE, Llfo gAY TIHEANER S ERHH AR
BT W47, T 3R AN Z A RAE X R A

£ 2010 £ L LT ERE-AMEAHIEL, TURTHEF B2 XU &K
AFodR T KB L PTG Rt B 2010 4 B ARG T — AU B FRAR B
B L LA, B e R R AT R . RIE L, LU A0
ERBRTHEERN—ANEEH L, R B EE M EHHTT T R R FBUERHE

KFEHAMBIEL TR B XELTRRELEHER ELETHERSHR &0
Bk, URERAHKAGRAHNHEE TR KA LIORH T HERTH
FWBR AR SRR E T UG BB, HX A XEFFE T E 2010 4 Ligiil
sHEEZ — A ETATARRTRBOKR. &Lk, BRI ARMNASRE
W A FodR T BB T R KR B, T — VIR T A AT 2010 4 EigH A

PR - AR

BAEMAMLARETF



Preface [l

As the first decade of the 21st century draws to a close, cities are increasingly finding themselves
at the centre of development and societal challenges, as people all around the world flock to
urban areas in the hope of a better life.

China, the host country of the Shanghai World Expo 2010, is itself undergoing
unprecedented urbanization. In the space of a few decades, a rural exodus on a scale matching
the country’s speedy economic development has brought about the influx of hundreds of millions
of people to the cities. By 2035, nearly 70% of the Chinese population will live in urban areas:
that is over a billion city dwellers in China alone. Similar patterns of urbanization are in
progress around the world, albeit at a slower pace.

Almost inevitably, urbanization at such a scale generates unwanted side effects.
Unsustainable development, overburdened and insufficient infrastructure, slums, pollution and
other environmental damage, disintegration of the social fabric. .. the list is long and poses
enormous challenges for policy-makers, city managers, communities, the private sector and
citizens themselves.

UNESCO, the only UN body with a mandate in the field of culture, is convinced that
cultural heritage, the focus of the Suzhou Forum, has a vital role to play in the sustainable
development of cities. A city’s tangible and intangible cultural heritage, embodied in its
monuments, landscape, festivals, customs and the lifestyles of its inhabitants, helps shape the
identity of each city and its citizens. It is also a significant contributor to its social and economic
development, through cultural industries, cultural tourism and cultural cooperation. Today,
with almost a third of all cultural properties inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List located
in urban areas, the preservation and promotion of urban cultural heritage has become a
particular challenge in the management of urban development.

For this reason, UNESCO has launched an in-depth reflection on the conservation of
“urban historical landscapes”, in an attempt to strike a balance between the memory of the past
and the constant changes under way in all cities. This balance requires openness, wisdom and
courage from each of us. The solution may lie, as Mr Sha Zukang, UN Under-Secretary
General for Economic and Cultural Affairs suggested in his address to the Suzhou Forum, in
“the physical spaces of today’s cities nurturing people in social and spiritual ways as well as
economically”.

Only in human and culturally rich environments can intellectuals and artists of all kinds



