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0 1 It’s Never Too Late for Success

BRI ABA LK
By Charles D. Rice
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ou and your parents can stop worrying—Pasteur, Edison,

Darwin and lots more were far from being geniuses in their
teens. History books seldom mention it, but the truth is that many
of our greatest figures were practically “beatniks (!} ” when
they were teenagers. They were given to daydreaming (?),
indecision, hebetude {3) (plain dullness) , and they showed no
promise of being a doctor, lawyer or Indian chief.

So, young men and women, if you suffer from the same
symptoms (4] | don’t despair. The world was built by men and
women whose parents worried that they would “never amount to a
hill of beans” . You don’t hear too much about their early
failures (5) because parents prefer to cite more inspiring
examples.

So it goes. You have the Wright brothers, who were

brilliant at engineering in their early teens, and you have Thomas

(1) beatnikn. ¥%#E6—&

(2) daydreamn. B H# v. 5 EH
(3] hebetude n. R4 &, THITX
[4) symptomn. [i5K] #R; Ek
(5) falluren. %kWk; #iE; RE#; #H7
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Alva Edison, whose teacher tried to get him out of the class
because his brain was “addle(¢)” . You have the Nobel Prize
physicist Enrico Fermi, who at 17 had read enough mathematics
to qualify for a doctor’s degree. And you have the great Albert
-Schweitzer, who wavered between music and the church until he
was 30. Then he started his medical studies.

And added to all the aforementioned pafadoxes (7], you
have a small army of child prodigies who graduated from college
when they were 15, and are now obscure clerks in accounting
departments. And you have a small army of men who were too
stupid or indolent(8) to get into or finish college and who are today
presidents of the firms that hire the prodigies.

So who’s to say what about youth? Any young boy or girl who
knows what he wants to do in life is probably better off for it. But
no teenager needs despair of the future. He has that one special

advantage over the greatest man alive—time.

(6] addleadi §#.69, #izw
(7] paradoxn. i, BA, BF
(8] indolent adj. # 5 &y; LA
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1. Any young boy or girl who knows what he wants to do in life
is probably better off for it.
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2. But no teenager needs despair of the future. He has that one
special advantage over the greatest man alive—time.
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