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It's Truly Up To You

Consider--- YOU. In all time before now and in all time to come, there has

never been and will never be anyone just like you. You are unique in the entire
history and future of the universe. Wow! Stop and think about that, You're
better than one in a million, or a billion, or a gazillion---

You are the only one like you in a sea of infinity!

Youre amazing! Youre awesome! And by the way, TAG, youre it. As
amazing and awesome as you already are, you can be even more so. Beautiful
young people are the whimsey of nature, but beautiful old people are true works
of art. But you don't become “beautiful” just by virtue of the aging process. N

Real beauty comes from learning, growing, and loving in the ways of life. y
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That is the Art of Life. You can learn slowly, and sometimes painfully, by
just waiting for life to happen to you. Or you can choose to accelerate your
growth and intentionally devour life and all it offers. You are the artist that
paints your future with the brush of today.

Paint a Masterpiece.

God gives every bird its food, but he doesnt throw it into its nest. Wher-

ever you want to go, whatever you want to do, it’s truly up to you.
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Youth
Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of mind; it is not a matter of rosy
cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is a matter of the will, a quality of the i-
magination, a vigor of the emotions; it is the freshness of the deep springs of
life. Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over timidity of
the appetite, for adventure over the love of ease. This often exists in a man of

sixty more than a boy of twenty.

Nobody grows old merely by a number of years. We grow old by deserting

our ideals. Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm wrinkles the
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soul. Worry, fear, self—distrust bows the heart and turns the spirit back to
+ dust.

+ Whether sixty or sixteen, there is in every human being's heart the lure of
+ wonder, the unfailing child — like appetite of what’s next, and the joy of the
+ game of living. In the center of your heart and my heart there is a wireless sta-
+ tion; so long as it receives messages of beauty, hope, cheer, courage and
+ power from men and from the infinite, so long are you young.
+ When the aerials are down, and your spirit is covered with snows of cyni-
cism and the ice of pessimism, then you are grown old, even at twenty, but as
*+ long as your aerials are up, to catch the waves of optimism, there is hope you

+ may die young at eighty.
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+ On The Feeling Of Immortality In Youth
+ No young man believes he will ever die. It was a saying of my brother's,
+ and a fine one. There is a feeling of Eternity in youth, which makes us amend
+ for everything. To be young is to be as one of the Immortal Gods. One half of
*+ time indeed is flown—the other half remains in store for us with all its countless

treasures, for there is no line drawn, and we see no limit to our hopes and wi-
shes. We make the coming age our own—the vast, the unbounded prospect lies
before us.

Death, old age, are words without a meaning that pass by us—like the i-

dea air which we regard not.

Others may have undergone, or may still be liable to them—we “bear a
charmed life”, which laughs to scorn all such sickly fancies.

As in setting out on delightful journey, we strain our eager gaze forward—
Bidding the lovely scenes at distance hail! And see no end to the landscape,
new objects presenting themselves as we advance.

So, in the commencement of life, we set no bounds to our inclinations,
nor to the unrestricted opportunities of gratifying them.

We have as yet found no obstacle, no disposition to flag; and it seems that
we can go on so forever. We look round in a new world, full of life, and mo-
tion, and ceaseless progress, and feel in ourselves all the vigor and spirit to
keep pace with it, and do not foresee from any present symptoms how we shall
be left behind in the natural course of things, decline into old age, and drop in-
to the grave.

It is the simplicity, and as it were abstractedness of our feelings in youth,
that so to speak identifies us with nature, and our experience being slight and

our passions strong deludes us into a belief of being immortal like it.
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