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a ;adj.

adv.

AmE.

AS

aux.
BrE.
cf.

conj.

€. g-

electr.

esp.-
et al

etc.

fml.
GK.

infml.

Short forms used in this bo(;k_

adjective
adverb
American English
Anglo-Saxon
auxiliary
British English
compare
conjunction
for example
electricity
especially

and others

et cetera;

and so on
French

formal

Greek

informal

1rt.

ME

num.

OE
OF
ON

prep.

pron.

sb.
sth.
sl.

U8

usu.

interjection
Latin
Modern English
noun
numeral

Old English
Old French
Old Norse
plural
prep;)sition
pronoun
somebody
something
slang

United States
usually

verb

is equivalent to
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1. What is lemcolog yﬁx ’:1 /,h,

Lexicology is a brag: of lingu tgs gealmg with the vo-
cabulary of a given language. It treats of words, their struc-
ture, history and meaning. Roughly speaking the term vocabu-
lary refers to all the words of a given language , while the term
word refers to the fundamental unit of a given language, with
SO and meaning, capable of performing a given syntactic

f term lexicology comes from Greek morphemes:

“lexi” and “logos”; the former means “word or I%E ,%while

the latter “a department- @k wle teral
= 'K’ é ?ﬁh\w{r

meaning of lexicology i 15 dcienc
= A\ »3—
2. The five sub-branches of lexicology V77\V 7
Itself a branch of linguistics, lexu:ology can be further
classified into five sub-branches. They are senyfmtlcs y etymolo—

gy and lexicography. f Z/ wf ;ﬁ

¥ 5
Semantics, the basis o logy, is the study of the

meanings of words and other parts of language. It investigates 7,

gy historical lexicology, p

the nature,structure,and the development and change of word- .

meaning. Polysemy, homonymy, synonymy, antonymy,
metaphor ,metonymy and other rhetorical devices are all within

the scope of the study of semantics. Etymeology studies the
| &



meaning, origin and history of individual words and their de-
velopment. Historical lexicology studies from a historical point
of view the development of vocabulary as a whole on the basis
of etymology. Phraseology mainly deals with set expressions or
idioms, the meanings of which usually can not be made out
from the constituent words. Lexicography is concerned with
the writing and making of dictionaries. Naturally it has a close
connection with the form,meaning ,usage and origin of vocabu-
lary units.

From what has been statéd it is not difficult for us to no-
tice that the five sub-branches of lexicology are closely related
to and different from one another. Their close relation exists in
the fact that they all aim at the study of vocabulary and basic
wordstock of the English: language, while their differences
exist in that each approaches its subjects from its own distinc-
tive view. In other words, English vocabulary can be studied
semantically , etymologically, historically sidiomatically and lex-
icographically.

3. The relations of lexicology to other branches of linguistics

Having defined lexicology and made clear what it is con-
cerned with , we shall discuss now its relation to other branches
of linguistics.

3.1 Its relation to general linguistics

General linguistics is chiefly concerned with phonology,

grammar and vocabulary. With reference to vocabulary,general

linguistics studies the word as a unit of language in general,

2



not of any particular language. As mentioned above, lexicology
is roughly the study of words,but it studies words of a particu-
lar language, not of language in general. Thus our present
book, Concise English Lexicology, is a book on the study of
words of the English language only.

3.2 Its relation to grammar

Words and grammar are inseparable, so,naturally, lexicol-
ogy, dealing with words, is closely connected with grammar.
Words acquire great importance and become significant speech
forms only when they fall under the control of grammar. In-
deed , there are isolated words in dictionaries or text-books , but
they still bear a definite relation to the grammatical system,
because each vw:)rdt belongs to a certain part of speech.

The relationship between lexicology and grammar is no-
ticeable in the sphere of word formation. The rules of English
word formation, and the morphological structure of English
words are, in a sense, strictly governed by the English gram-
matical system.

3.3 Its relation to phonetics

Phonetics studies the phonetic structure of language (i- e.
its system of phonemes, intonation patterns, etc. ), the ways
or manners in which a particular sound is pronounced and also
its phonetic transcription. Thus the study of phonetics is close-
ly related to that sub-branch of lexicology—semantics, because
the expression of the meaning of words is made possible

through sounds.



