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FOREWORD

RIS

Domeslic professional books on roof garden design Is relatively few, Overall,
relatively foo old or too few of the cases make it difficult to grasp fhe latest
development trend around the world for readers. While some ofher books can
not show the roof garden design fully because of the lacking of professional
editors, experts, compiled together with design company and so on. Base on
those facts, Hong Kong Architecture Science Press Ediforial Board plans
carefully to compile the book Roof Garden 2012 to help flush the feaching
material in domestic education for this fopic.

After the world wide selection, Editorial Board verified 40 representative
projects in this book. Differing from program mode explanations in previous
books, it facuses on the excavation of connetation value. Edifors show the key
points and hot spofs of every project for readers. Project analyses show fhe
highlights and feolures from geégraphy, climate, vegefation, materials, and
ecological value. We also invite experts in or outside of China fo-.comment the
project combined with realifies, and pur forward different views for readers’
references. In addition, “ips” related with new frends aftached to each layout
of project, faciliigfe readers fo understand fhe background, extending learning.

This book with carefully arranged of HD pictures and graceful senfence,
lefs readers enjoy science education informations, and at the same fime
makes them feel the charm of roof garden in aesthetics. Hope that this Dook
can become a catalyst for advancing domestic rooffop garden design and
consfruction;

Thanks for all the designer (experts) teams wha participated in compiling this
book again!

Hong Kong Architecture Science Press
Editorial Board
2013.3
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PREFACE

Turn the rooftop into green oasis!

The modem architecture with flar roof-space has provided us with new
opporunity o bring the nature back fo cilies, making them greener and
fiepdlier as well os healthier places ta live. These vast lands which
were long ago borrowed from the nature, tumed info concrele jungles,

lost all: of its greenery with few exceptions in terms of porks and rare .

green ovenues.

There is s0 much unused patential around us, just go up fo a high-rise
building and have a' look from there - how many green dols you can
spof? Bul how many empty roofs, smaller ar larger space that could
- be furmned info green 0asis?

Roof gardens have rather impressive history, although there were very
few privileged people who could really afford building hese structures.
The ancien! represenialion of roof gardens were the Hanging Gardens
of Babulon, ‘the vaulted ferraces thal were lush wilh overhanging
plants «and trees in the middle of sun-boked and flaf Mesopotamia,
buil-around 800 BC. The -Romans were known for their roof gardens
in-Pompei, Villa of the Mysteries excavalions proved and idertified ihe
plants that \were planted directly on soil in one of its terraces. Imperial
cily -of the: Aztecs, Tenochfitlan was also known lo have had roof
gardens as well os the impressive Mont Saint Michel, emerging from
the:sea in Normandy, France.

First- commercial rooffop gardens in New York are dated from 1882
when the Casino Theofre was buill, quickly faltowed by Madison
Sguare Garden. The absence of air-conditioning guaranteed.lhe
sucaess of these spaces as hot summers closed [he fhealre season
indoors and brought the opera, dances and plays to the outdoars. The
beginning of 20ih century saw: huge growih in using fhe: ragfiop space
~many hofels opened up pleasure gardens on their roofs, -office
buildings created open-airrestaurants and wealthy house-owners
used it for enhancing he upsccﬂe aparments. I-was rather common
6 use the rooftop far games such as basketball,-baseball and fennis,
dlso dances. The not-so-wealthy people also found their own way o
creafively-use the ‘new' and valuable space

The first gardens on roofs in Europe were barn in the 1930s ond- 1940s,
London's Derry and: Toms Roof Garden, foday known as Kensinglon
Roof Garden was commissioned by o department store that gave
Ihe garden its: name and covered an area of 1,5 acres (abouf 6670
m*) withi fountains, ;ponds and bridges, different walks and: even
a woodland .garden. It sits on:the top:of .a:3@:m high building. The
other belter-known roof-garden was designed by Swiss architect Le
Corbusier in Marseilles, France. La Cite Badieuse, so-called vertical
living for-over 1600 people with @ communal spoce -on fhe roof, was
complefed in 1952. It features a swimming pool; recrealion ground and
children's nursery.

Today, with all that history:ond exciting .examples, why.is there still
s much unused pefential? Whu have we: nol seen that space; nor
dared to do-anygthing with I? There must be muliiple reasons, financial,
consiructional or simply ne available information on how fo._fill fhese
spaces effeclively and successfully. True; & rooftop: gorden needs
a wise approach, somie detailed research™and knowledgeable

F=

complelion but is- not that complicated that one should- not consider
using that space for its advantage:

Why te create a rooftop garden: overall? Gardens:in the sky enjoy

privileged status for many reasons. They are-highly valued as being o

limited space where every square melte counts, a potentidlfor different
aclivifies, relaxing or just enjoying the beauty. of nature, enlarging.the

indoor living spgce. Being higher up: and closer fo the: sky, it offers < ; :

cleaner, fresti 0ir which may ‘not be @ commonplace in 4 busy. cit:

A space which culs off the fraffic noise, lends beaulful-or inferesting . - -

views, curious perspectives, samething you would not-see unless
you are higher up. Rooftop gordens tlse ‘enjoy greater privacy. Being

in a green haven, in the middle of a bustiing cily, makes i-all mare -
valuable, every tree and every: bloom Ihere: stands out, every -Season - - -

becomes more opparent wih its changes, moods. ond:colours. IHis a
living organism which you can create and-direct fhe way you wish,

Tiue, these spaces present us with many ¢hallenges that you would ~-= -

normally not be concemed about when crealing o garden on ground.

Weight concems, sftructural and: safely issues; harsht winds:and -
wealher conditions that ore quile different, heal or freezing:malters, - - -
unexpected microclimates and o number of other aspecis:are o be ;!

taken into account, There are some general rules which apply:to most
of the rooftop gardens in the world, and thanks o fast globalization;
there Is increasing amountof flerature: available regarding construction,
specifications-and planting on roofs. Bul you should alsa be ready
and know that there -are some surprises, good or bad thaf do-nof
follow these facts and rules of thumb. : Just enjoy. the process:and be

prepared for what may come, it is @ learning-cunve for even fhe besf éf ;

designers. 54

This book will first of all, inspire You giving some great ideas what fa do

with an empty roof-space, whether it is finy or rather spacious one; k=«
will advise how o creale inferesling ond effective garden rooms, aliow
different moods, point out which furmniture 1o use, ‘how 1o tpproach -

lighting ond sculpfure, use creative: accessories 1o a garden's
advantoge. And of course. feature 1ot of planting-which-has a-final say
in every rooffop garden. There are plans, some construction drawings,

views and ofher delails, greal fips and general informafion about these « -

spaces. It is a valuable first 'slep towards crealing more and more: of

ihem, giving you o gentle nudge lowards being more open [o creglive =

possibilifies, things you may nol have seen earlier of considered

possible. May it-lecid you'inta sornething: wonderful; whether ifisiin @ 2=
form of an idea; end result, exciling: cooperonon or help gou becommg s

justa brighter hoppier person.

Merilen Mentaal
- Member of Society of Garden Designers,

Garden Designer

MentaalLandscapés
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