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Preface

Since China’s entry into WTO, export of such traditional products as agricultural products and
textile and garment has been restricted by foreign technical measures to trade, and consequently
trade friction has been frequently observed. Therefore, response to technical measures to trade has
become a fierce challenge for China after its entry into WTO. In 2000, with the support from Action
Plan for Trade-oriented Science and Technology of Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), the
project team of China National Research Center for Science and Technology for Development
(NRCSTD) (now as Chinese Academy of Science and Technology for Development or CASTED) has
undertaken researches on technical standards and technical measures to trade for high and new
technology industry and presented special reports to the leaders of Development Planning
Department under MOST, proposing to take the researches on technical standards and technical
measures to trade as the important work in S&T-supported development of economy and foreign
trade.

In 2002, NRCSTD took on “Research on Technical Measures to Trade Strategy and Warning
Project Plan”, a special “Research on Important Technical Standards” project under the national “10%
Five-year” Key Science and Technology Program and, with the cooperation and support of such
relevant agencies as AQSIQ Standard and Regulation Center, organized more than 240 researchers
from more than 20 industrial associations, research institutes and universities to undertake the
researches on strategies and warning plans of technical measures to trade focusing on such
industries and fields as agricultural products, textile, electronic information, machinery,
petrochemical, electrical, household appliance, environment protection, consumer protection and
intellectual property. According to the WTO rules, the project team carried out the compliance
definitions of technical measures to trade and technical barriers to trade, conducted the systematic
classification of technical measures to trade, analyzed the technical measures to trade systems of
major countries in the world, explored the methods for evaluating impacts of technical measures tc
trade, proposed the theoretical methods and policy basis for regulating researches and rationally
responding to technical measures to trade, primarily established the working base for Chinese
technical measures to trade warning system, provided policy support to Ministry of Science and
Technology to set forth the science and technology work concepts during “post-transit period of
WTO entry”, and directly supported the relevant authorities and industries in construction of the
technical measures to trade system. During the research, the project team founded “China TBT
Forum”, established the first information network of technical measures to trade oriented for
industries and enterprises in China and promoted the further research on the issue of technical
measures to trade.

We hereby express our thanks to Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Commerce,
AQSIQ, Standardization Administration and other relevant departments, industrial associations,
experts and scholars and Management Office for Special Research of Important Technical Standards
for their guidance for and strong support to the research project.

Editors
October 2009
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