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The Beauty of Stone Markings of the Duan Inkstones

Preface

The inkstone has a long history in Chinese material culture, developing and evolving with the
development of writing tools. Inkstones can be made from various materials, such as stone, pottery,
brick, and jade. Generally speaking, however, stone is the most common material. Of all stones, those
found in Zhaoqing (known as Duan Zhou in ancient times) Guangdong, are the most famous and most
appreciated. A record of the Qing dynasty indicated that Duan stones had been extracted since the

Tang dynasty. In modern times, many famous old stone mines have become depleted but new mines
are still being explored.

Duan inkstones can be appreciated for their craftsmanship and for natural beauty. For craftsmanship,
we look for the external forms and the techniques of carving. For natural beauty, we focus on the
stone quality and precious stone markings. Forms, decorative motifs, and techniques of carving
reflect style, taste, and other criteria of different dynasties. In this light, Duan inkstones are not only
pieces of stationery but also artistic works. Many artisans might imitate previous decorative motifs or

techniques or add to antique inkstones inscriptions of famous ancient artisans or collectors to elevate
the value of the stone.

Stone quality and stone markings, on the other hand, are closely related to the practical function of
inkstones. The special structure of Duan stone makes it easier to hold water and to produce ink. The
main ingredients of Duan stone are sericite and ferrum, with minor proportions of other minerals.
Different combinations of these minerals create different color stripes and textures of stone, known as
stone markings. Traditionally, these stone markings can be divided into several types, such as Stone
Eyes, Scorched Patch, Gold and Silver Streaks, Ice Crackles, Fish Brain Freeze, Banana Leaf White,

Bluish Green Dots, Yellow Dragon, Pomegranate Seeds, etc. They give Duan inkstones different
aesthetic perspectives.

The host of Yo-heng Abode is an ardent lover of inkstones and has devoted himself to their
collection for a long time. To present the natural beauty of Duan inkstones, he selects distinctive
specimens from his collection in accordance with different stone markings. Through these 55 sets

of Duan inkstones we hope to display the variety of stone markings and introduce audiences to the
special beauty of Duan inkstones.

%ﬂ-

Director

National Museum of History
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