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Abstract

The two Song Dynasties saw the rising of many learned families,
among which the Lvs. Even since the two Song Dynasties, studies
have been conducted of the academic development of the Lvs with
their academic writings being recorded and collected. Four accounts
of the Lvs (totaling 22) found way into Song Yuan Xue An. Twenty
nine books by the Lvs were mentioned in the Synopsis of Si Ku Quan
Shu. The Lvs, with academic achievements scored of thirteen genera-
tions from Lv Mengqi to Lv Keshun, have proved to be academically
outstanding in the Central Plains. It follows that further studies of the
Lvs are of academic significance for a better understanding of the evo-
lution of traditional Chinese academic writings and of the quintessence
of traditional Chinese culture. The studies to be made are also of so-
cial and historical value for a better understanding of the personality of
the scholars during the two Song Dynasties.

Based on an analysis of the writings by the Lvs, the paper at-
tempts to provide an exploration into the academic characteristics typi-

cal of the two Song Dynasties.



Abstract

In the part Introduction, a survey is made of previous and cur-
rent studies of the writings by the Lvs and of some relevant issues
open to elaboration. The studies made of the writings by the Lvs,
though a considerable achievement in terms of rearrangement and re-
search, remain to be conducted further. This paper is aimed at shed-
ding new light on previous and current studies of the writings by the
Lvs. For this purpose, a study of the naming system of the Lvs is of-
fered at first. The Lvs are identified as “the Lvs in Shouzhou” during
the two Song Dynasties because the scholars in the Lvs in Shouzhou
play a leading role in creating and carrying on the writings concerned.
The paper also makes a point of the notion “Zhushu ( Writings)”,
which means all the somehow creative writings by the scholars in the
Lvs to be studied in the paper. A study of the Lvs’ native place and
addressing system is also conducted.

The first part is a study of the rise and decline of the Lvs and a
study of academic heritage of the Lvs. Firstly, a detailed analysis is
made of the official and academic career of almost every scholar in the
Lvs. For this purpose, little thought is given to the historic demarca-
tion between the North Dynasty and the South Dynasty. Rather, a
point is made of the family development and academic heritage in the
light of a distinction made between official career and academic career
of the major scholars (in the order of seniority) in the Lvs. Secondly,
a study is made of the relationship between the learning of the Lvs and
other schools of thought through delving into the Lvs’ s teaching and
learning, association with other scholars and academic communication

by way of marriage. It is concluded that the learning of the Lvs is
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characterized by a persistence of its own heritage and an openness to
other schools of thought and that the leaning of the Lvs proves the
fineness of the academic development of the Song Dynasty.

The second part is an elaboration on the writings by the Lvs. It
mainly deals with the writing patent of the writings concemed. Traced
back, by way of comparison and identification, from Lv Yijian and
his ancestors to Lv Gongzhu and his peers and to Lv Xizhe and his
peers and to Lv Zuqian and his posterity, the writings by the Lvs a-
mount to 137 books. The efforts made, still open to further explora-
tion, provide a new survey of the writings by the Lvs and are condu-
cive to further studies of the Lvs and the writings by the Lvs. The pa-
per also makes a comparative study of some anecdotes by Lvs found in
Complete Writings of the Song Dynasty, Complete Poems of the Song
Dynasty , and Complete Ci Writings of the Song Dynasty. This compar-
ative study facilitates a comprehensive study to be conducted of the
Writings by the Lvs.

In the third part, a synopsis of the writings by the Lvs is offered.
Fur the purpose of achieving a better understanding of and making a
more convenient use of the writings by the Lvs on the part of readers
and scholars, the paper, based on previous and current studies and in
light of modern value theory, makes a detailed synopsis of the writings
by the Lvs. The synopsis sheds more light on the writings by the Lvs
in terms of their documentary and academic value. The writings in the
synopsis include those previously outlined to be further explored in the
paper and more than 23 ones fall out of the Synopsis of Si Ku Quan
Shu. The paper approaches the writings by Lvs on a large scale so
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that more importance is to be attached to the writings by Lvs.

The fourth part makes a case study of Shi Qi Shi Xiang Jie. The
Lvs turned out unique historic writings, especially Lv Zuqgian, whose
work was a landmark in the South Song Dynasty historiography, has
been well recognized. The case study is made for the purpose of ex-
ploring the historiography achieved by the Lvs as a whole. Besides a
significant study of the seventeen history books before the Song Dynas-
ty, Shi Qi Shi Xiang Jie proves to be a unique work in terms of reada-
bility and academic value and practicability typical of historic writ-
ings, which bear witness to the value orientation of the scholars of the
South Song Dynasty.

The fifth part explores the characteristics and influences of the
writings by the Lvs. Based on a general study and an synopsis of the
writings by the Lvs and a case study of Shi Qi Shi Xiang Jie, the pa-
per sheds light on the fact that the writings by Lvs boast brilliant doc-
ument writers, a sound system of Li learning, a specially-felt concemn
for historiography, family schooling and learning of long standing, and
thought-provoking causal way of writing. A study of the Lvs’ writings
being explored and taken up and imitated in all ages shows that Lvs’
writings have been of far-reaching academic influence. A survey of
the Lvs’ s writings collected in all ages at home as well as abroad fur-

ther argues the academic significance of the Lvs’ writings.

Key Words: The Lvs in Shouzhou; the Writings by the
Lvs; Study
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