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Unit One

You Have a Pretty Smile!

— Giving compliments and replying to compliments

Objectives

This unit is intended to help students
1. understand and use the language for giving compliments and replying to
compliments; . ’
2. appreciate the rich variety of the functional and notional language;
. assimilate the language-related culture;
4. learn the important features of being a good speaker at a presentation.

Section One

Lead-in
Activity 1: Instructor’s Opening Words
Directions: Listen to the instructor’s opening words
carefully and try to get the message.
Before that, getting to know the following
useful language might be helpful.
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Hello class. You look terrific today. You boys look smart, and you gifls %

r
i
i
§ have a beautiful smile... Look, | am expecting your reply, boys and girls.
i Come on. In the English-speaking culture, it is impolite not to reply to a
i compliment.
i To learn a language is to leam its culture. Giving compliments is part
! of greeting or a conversational starter. It shows that you care about others.
! So it is a kind move to notice good things about others. The more specific
! the better, because it makes the person feel like you notice him/her. On
: top of that, it is advisable that you back up your compliment. For example,
; you can say, "It looks terrific on you because it matches your style.”
\ And keep this in mind: [t is good form to reply to a compliment in a

4 Ppolite way.

\ ¥
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Activity 2: Questions for Discussion
Directions: Have a talk on the following questions.
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Section Two
Watching, Listening & Speaking

Activity 1: Watching & Listening for Comprehension
Directions: You are going to watch a video
clip. Listen carefully and get
ready for the follow-up activities.
Before that, getting to know the
following useful language might

be helpful.

i Useful Language
hey /he1/ int. L
label /letbal/ vt. IR
fire /fara(r)/ vt. fifk Jie
check on Bz, Kt
status /stertas/ n. AR
in a second L2
I bet... R E (=1 am sure ...)
fracture /freektfa(r)/ vt. e
ankle /zenkl/ n. PR
exam room BAE
emergency /I'ma:d3ansi/ n =871
chart /t[a:t/ n. iR

EE

brace /breis/ n.

I guess... FIAH (=1 think...)

boy /boi/ int. Rk (HTFFERsRFESS )
bottom /botem/ n. Tt

mouth guard FE
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Activity 2: Comprehension Questions
Directions: Watch the video again and decide whether the statements are true (T) or

false (F). Report your decision using the following useful language.

- ... That’s true.

- ... It’s not correct.

- I think it’s true when we say ...
- I don’t think it is correct to say ... %
- As we can see, ...

- As I understand it, ... :

- From the video, I can say ...

1. Brenda is a new comer in the hospital.

(S

. Frank intends to comfort Brenda on purpose.

. Frank is a doctor who knows medicine better than others.

F S

. Brenda seems to be so obedient and helpful to Frank.

i

. Frank is quick enough to notice Brenda’s braces for compliment.

=)}

. Brenda does not seem to be happy about Frank’s compliment.

Activity 3: Role-play

Directions: Play the roles of Frank and Brenda with the silenced video behind.
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Activity 4: Functional & Notional Language
Directions: Watch the video again and fill in the blanks with the missing words of

Frank:
Brenda:
Frank:
Brenda:
Frank:

Brenda:
Frank:
Brenda:
Frank:

Brenda:

Frank:

Brenda:

Frank:
Brenda:
Frank:

Brenda:
Frank:

Brenda:
Frank:

compliment.

Hey, hey... you okay?
He told me to pick up the blood, so I did, but he never told me to label it.

Hey, it’s okay. Stop crying. What’s your name?

Brenda.

Brenda. Brenda, I wouldn’t worry about it. You know, these doctors, you
know, they don’t know everything.

It’s my first week. And I think they’re going to fire me.

No, no, nobody’s going to fire you, Brenda.

No, I’'m not.

Yeah, I bet if I asked you to check on the status of my friend Lance
Applebaum, you could do that for me in a second.

Mr. Applebaum fractured his ankle. Dr. Ashland is treating him in exam room
seven.

You see that? No problem.

This is the emergency chart. See that blue star there? That means that the
patient has been diagnosed. And then, after he’s been treated, we put a red
circle here, see?

How do you like these braces?

I guess they’re all right.

I got mine off last year. Boy, I hated them. They were bottoms. You know, I
still got to wear my mouth guard.

Well, thank you. . No, I mean it.

Thank you.
You’re welcome.
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Activity 5: Additional Functional & Notional Language
Directions: Get familiar with the following useful language.

Giving Compliments
- I"d like to compliment you on...
- I think your ...is very nice/beautiful/great/fantastic/gorgeous.
- I just love your ...
- I like it when you...
- You have a nice/beautiful/great/fantastic/gorgeous. ..
- The/Your ... is nice/beautiful/great/fantastic/gorgeous.

- What a nice/beautiful/great/fantastic/gorgeous...you’ve got!
- That’s nice/beautiful/great/fantastic/gorgeous.

Replying to Compliments
- Thank you.
- Thank you. It’s nice of you to say so.
- I’'m glad you like it.
- Thank you. Yours is even nicer.
- Thank you, but it really isn’t anything special.

Activity 6: Guided Oral Practice

Directions: Read the following dialogue and underline the
functional and notional language you have just
learned. And then play the roles of Andrew and
Adam. Before that, getting to know the following
useful language might be helpful.

Useful Language

company /kampani/ n. s
to be honest I b
precise /pri'sais/ a. I



Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:

Adam:
Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:
Adam:
Andrew:
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concise /kan'sais/ a. fRT i FY
necklace /neklis/ n. Tk
May I sit here?

It is free. I enjoy having company like you.

Do you?

To be honest, I do as always.

Thanks. Look, you made a good presentation in class. I like the way you
made it. It’s precise and concise.

Thanks for your compliments.

My pleasure.

Hey, what a beautiful necklace you are wearing!

I’'m glad you like it.

It really looks terrific on you. You know why? It matches your eyes.
Oh yeah?

It is a perfect match.

It’s nice of you to say so. Thanks.

Listen, what are you doing tonight?

Nothing special. Why?

Activity 7: Free Oral Practice

Directions: Practice one of the encounters using the functional and notional language

you have just learned.

Meeting:

- your colleague who is dressed up

- your co-worker with a new hair style
- your friend wearing a new blouse

- your classmate who is on diet

- your roommate who has her hair dyed
- your boyfriend wearing a new tie

- your girlfriend wearing braces

- your teacher on Monday morning
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Section Three
Cultural Assimilation

Activity 1: A Cultural Glimpse

Directions: Listen to the following passage carefully and try to
get the message. Before that, getting to know the
following useful language might be helpful.

Useful Language

comfortable /kamfatabl/ a. A7ERY, &P

insincere /Insin'sta(r)/ a. HEfh

sarcastic /sa:'keestik/ a. YRR Y

tone /taun/ n. O

a big deal WA E

protocol /prautakpl/ n. ALAX

apply to iE T
:-‘*E“‘gsm"ﬂﬂ'n“““@———“m-\
i ~
; How do you feel about the compliments Frank makes to Brenda in
q the video? Probably you would say that he does it on purpose. Nobody
; would feel comfortable with an insincere compliment, and even with one
I in a sarcastic tone. Are there any people who make such a compliment
y among us in China? Probably, people do in any culture.
So we are leamning that it is a big deal to make a compliment in an
: honest way, but not for the protocol. Honesty is the best policy. And it
\ applies to giving compliments and replying to compliments.

- ~

Ty

' 4
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