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He who would learn to fly one day must first learn to stand and walk and run and
climb and dance; one cannot fly into flying.
—Friedrich Nietzsche

@ Partl About Reading

N I Grammar basics (XV): Phrases (I)

So far, we have now completed the first level of grammatical analysis, in which we
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looked at words individually and classified them according to certain criteria. This
classification is important because, as we’ll see, it forms the basis of the next level of
analysis, in which we consider units which may be larger than individual words, but are
smaller than sentences. We will be looking at PHRASES.

1.1 Defining a phrase

When we looked at nouns and pronouns, we said that a pronoun can sometimes
replace a noun in a sentence. One of the examples can be like this:

[Children] should watch less television

~| Theyl should watch less television

Here it is certainly true that the pronoun they replaces the noun children. But consider:

[ The children] should watch less television

~[ Theyl should watch less television

In this example, they does not replace children. Instead, it replaces the children, which
is a unit consisting of a determiner and a noun. We refer to this unit as a NOUN PHRASE
(NP), and we define it as any unit in which the central element is a noun. Here is another
example:

| like [the title of your bookl

~ like [/4

In this case, the pronoun Jf replaces not just a noun but a five-word noun phrase, the
title of your book. So instead of saying that pronouns can replace nouns, it is more accurate
to say that they can replace noun phrases.

We refer to the central element in a phrase as the HEAD of the phrase. In the noun
phrase the children, the Head is children. In the noun phrase the title of your book, the
Head is title.

Noun phrases do not have to contain strings of words. In fact, they can contain just one
word, such as the word children in children should watch less television. This is also a
phrase, though it contains only a Head. At the level of word class, of course, we would call
children a plural, common noun. But in a phrase-level analysis, we call ch/ldren on its own
a noun phrase. This is not simply a matter of terminology—we call it a noun phrase
because it can be expanded to form longer strings which are more clearly noun phrases.

From now on, we will be using this phrase-level terminology. Furthermore, we will
delimit phrases by bracketing them, as we have done in the examples above.
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1.2 The basic structure of a phrase

Phrases consist minimally of a Head. This means that in a one-word phrase like
[children], the Head is children. In longer phrases, a string of elements may appear before
the Head:

[the small children)

For now, we will refer to this string simply as the pre-Head string.

A string of elements may also appear after the Head, and we will call this the
post-Head string:

[the small children in class 5]

So we have a basic three-part structure:

pre-Head string Head post-Head string

[the small Children in class 5]

Of these three parts, only the Head is obligatory. It is the only part which cannot be
omitted from the phrase. To illustrate this, let’s omit each part in turn:

pre-Head string Head post-Head string
[— : Children in class 5]
*[the small — in class 5]
[the small Children —]

Pre-Head and post-Head strings can be omitted, while leaving a complete noun phrase.
We can even omit the pre- and post-Head strings at the same time, leaving only the Head:

pre-Head string Head post-Head string

[— Children —1

This is still a complete noun phrase.

However, when the Head is omitted, we’re left with an incomplete phrase (*the small
in class five). This provides a useful method of identifying the Head of a phrase. In general,
the Head is the only obligatory part of a phrase.
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N II. Reading skills (XV): Stages of reading (I)

In the past, experts thought of reading process as a product. But newer approaches, by
contrast, teach reading comprehension as a process in which you use your understanding
of different skills and stages to achieve an understanding of the whole. Good reading is
divided into three thinking stages:

e Before reading: Preview to find out what the material is about, what you already
know about the topic and what you need to find out while reading.

® During reading: Anticjpate upcoming information, visualize and integrate old and
new knowledge, and assess your own understanding in order to make judgments.

® After reading: Recall and react to what you have learned.

During the past fifty years, many experts have devised study skills strategies that break
these three thinking stages into small steps. A historical example is SQ3R, which was
devised by Francis p. Robinson at Ohio State University. The letters stand for Survey,
Question, Read, Recite, and Review. Any such system can be successful, but all are
designed systematically to engage the reader in thought before, during and after reading.

1. Stage One: Previewing

Previewing is a method of assessing the material, your knowledge of the subject, and
your goals for reading. Try to connect with the topic and get an overview of the assignment
before starting on the first paragraph. At the beginning of each new course, preview the
table of contents of your new textbook to get an overview of the scope of the material.
Before reading a chapter, use the signposts such as subheadings, boldface or italic type, and
summaries to anticipate what you will be reading.

Signposts for Previewing

Consider the following typical features of college textbooks when previewing.

.. Introductory material

<« Learning Questions

s Title

.. Subheadings

. Italics, Boldface, and Numbers

.’ Visual Aids or Marginal Notations

.. Concluding Summary or Review

.+ The Power of Prior Knowledge
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.. Previewing to Activate Schemata

@ Partll Reading Comprehension

k Section A

Directions: You are required to read this section in class. Do not preview.

t L New words and expressions

drastic: acting rapidly or violently

capacity: an individual’s mental or physical ability
insensitive: not responsive or susceptible

sequence: order of succession

command: an order given

incredible: too extraordinary and improbable to be believed
induce: to determine by induction; esp. to infer from particulars
babble: to utter meaningless or unintelligible sounds

dull: to make dull

10. discourage: to deprive of courage or confidence

=
= IL Text A

Yo N, R W

Language and Children

Is language, like food, a basic human need without which a child at a critical period of
life can be starved and damaged? Judging from the drastic experiment of Frederick Il in the
thirteenth century, it may be. Hoping to discover what language a child would speak if he
heard no mother tongue, he told the nurses to keep silent.

All the infants died before the first year. But clearly there was more than lack of
language here. What was missing was good mothering. Without good mothering, in the first
year of life especially, the capacity to survive is seriously affected.
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Today no such severe lack exists as that ordered by Frederick. Nevertheless, some
children are still backward in speaking. Most often the reason for this is that the mother is
insensitive to the signals of the infant, whose brain is programmed to learn language rapidly.
If these sensitive periods are neglected, the ideal time for acquiririg skills passes and they
might never be learned so easily again. A bird learns to sing and to fly rapidly at the right
time, but the process is slow and hard once the critical stage has passed.

Experts suggest that speech stages are reached in a fixed sequence and at a constant
age, but there are cases where speech has started late in a child who eventually turns out to
be of high IQ. At twelve weeks a baby smiles and makes vowel-like sounds; at twelve
months he can speak simple words and understand simple commanda; at eighteen months
he has a vocabulary of three to fifty words. At three he knows about 1 000 words which he
can put into sentences, and at four his language differs from that of his parents in style
rather than grammar.

Recent evidence suggests that an infant is born with the capacity to speak. What is
special about man’s brain, compared with that of the monkey, is the complex system which
enables a child to connect the sight and feel of, say, a toy-bear with the sound pattern
“toy-bear.” And even more incredible is the young brain’s ability to pick out an order in
language from the mixture of sound around him, to analyze, to combine and recombine the
parts of a language in new ways.

But speech has to be induced, and this depends on interaction between the mother
and the child, where the mother recognizes the signals in the child’s babbling, grasping and
smiling, and responds to them. Insensitivity of the mother to these signals du/k the
interaction because the child gets dliscouraged and sends out only the obvious signals.
Sensitivity to the child’s non-verbal signals is essential to the growth and development of
language.

@ Words: 453
& Time:

(Adapted from National Graduate Entrance Exam Paper of 1993)

. For eaclt of the followigg ques' 15, irck Wr of'ihe best answer.
1. The purpose of Frederick II’s experiment was
A. to prove that children are born with the ability to speak
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B. to discover what language a child would speak without hearing any human speech
C. to find out what role careful nursing would play in teaching a child to speak
D. to prove that a child could be damaged without learning a language
2. The reason some children are backward in speaking is most probably that
A. they are incapable of learning language rapidly
B. they are exposed to too much language at once
C. their mothers respond inadequately to their attempts to speak
D. their mothers are not intelligent enough to help them
3. What is exceptionally remarkable about a child is that
A. he is born with the capacity to speak
B. he has a brain more complex than an animal’s
C. he can produce his own sentences
D. he owes his speech ability to good nursing
4. Which of the following can NOT be inferred from the passage?
A. The faculty of speech is inborn in man.
B. Encouragement is anything but essential to a child in language learning.
C. The child’s brain is highly selective.
D. Most children learn their language in definite stages.
5. If a child starts to speak later than others, he will
A. have a high IQ
B. be less intelligent
C. be insensitive to verbal signals
D. not necessarily be backward

& II1. Vocabulary Building
1. Word Formation _
W Use the appropriate form of the word given in the brackets to complete the sentence.

1) It’s a serious disease that can cause or death. (able)

2) The leader thought we were still headed north on the trail, but I . (agree)
3) The two parties have been in constant with each other. (monologue)

4) She impressed us with her superior . (intelligent)

5) Lightning in summer is a natural . (occur)

6) They need to learn how to settle their arguments without resorting to . (violent)



§ EEWGRHEE Fo4

7) She went upstairs for some . (private)

8) This feminist group accuses the company of women in its ads. (grade)

9) We shall be careful not to the carefully arranged contents of the dresser. (order)
10) If you have already paid, please this bill. (regard)

11) My mother wanted to buy a gas . (cook)

12) They believe that capital punishment is . (civil)

13) They proposed an easily color scheme for the nursery. (change)

14) Some historians regard that story as pure fiction. (knowledge)

15) The two neighboring nations signed a(n) trade agreement. (lateral)

2. Cloze

W Fill in each blank with one of the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

How men first leamned to invent words is unknown; _ 1) , the origin of language is a
mystery. All we really know is that men, unlike animals, somehow invented certain _ 2) to
express thoughts and feelings, actions and things, _ 3)  they could communicate with each other; and
that later they agreed _ 4) _ certain signs, called letters, which could be _ 5)  to represent
those sounds, and which could be _ 6) . Those sounds, whether spoken, __7)  written in letters,
we call words.

The power of words, then, lies in their _ 8)  the things they bring up before our minds.
Words become __9)  with meaning for us by experience; _ 10)  the longer we live, the
more certain words __11)  to us the happy and sad events of our past: and the more we

12) , the more the number of words that mean something to us _ 13) Great writers are
those who not only have great thoughts but also express these thoughts in words which appeal

14)  to our minds and emotions. This _ 15)  and telling use of words is what we call

16)  style. Above all, the real poet is a master of __17) . He can convey his meaning in
words which sing like music, and which __18)  their position and association can __19)
men to tears, We should, therefore, learn to choose our words carefully and use them accurately,
or they will _ 20)  our speech or writing silly and vulgar.

1) A.inaddition B. in other words C. in a word D. in summary
2) A.sounds B. gestures C. signs D. movements
3) A.suchthat B. as that C. so that D. in that

4) A in B. with C.of D. upon

5) A spelt B. combined C. written D. copied

6) A. written down B. handed down C. remembered D. observed
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7) A.and B. yet C. also D. or
8) A. functions B. associations C. roles D. links
9) A.filled B. full C. live D. active
10) A.but B. or C. yet D. and
11) A. reappear B. recall C. remember D. recollect
12) A.read and think  B. read and recall C. read and learn D. read and recite
13) A. raises B. increases C. improves D. emerges
14) A. intensively B. extensively C. broadly D. powerfully
15) A.charming B. academic C. conventional D. common
16) A. written B. spoken C. literary D. dramatic
17) A. signs B. words C. style D. sound
18) A.in B.on C. over D. by
19) A.move B. engage C. make D. force
20) A. transform B. change C. make D. convert

M Section B

Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the
questions. Do not preview.

'@ Text B

Conversational Ball Games

After | was married and had lived in Japan for a while, my Japanese gradually
improved and | could take part in simple conversations with my husband and his friends
and family. | began to notice that often, when | joined in, the others would look surprised,
and the conversational topic would come to a halt. After this happened several times, it
became clear to me that | was doing something wrong. But for a long time, | didn’t know
what it was.

Finally, after listening carefully to many Japanese conversations, 1 discovered what my
problem was. Even though | was speaking Japanese, | was handling the conversation in a
Western way.



