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About the Book

With the deepening of globalization, the international community increasingly
realizes the importance of a good national image. All the governments attach great
importance to this. The U. S. is no exception. Especially after the 9/11 terrorist
attack, the U. S. takes it more seriously to improve its national image, so as to
diffuse the worldwide hatred towards America and increase its “soft power”. Since
VOA is the media with U. S. government background, it provides us with an ideal
angle to know more about the U. S. national image strategy.

This book employs the Constructivism of Wendt and Orientalism of Said to
explore what kind of U. S. national image the VOA builds and how it does so, in
order to probe into the question of how the U. S. government advances its “universal
values” via mass media and the reason behind it. Based on the primary sources of
the news and editorials of VOA broadcasting from 2002 to 2008, this book makes use

of the methods of documentation, content analysis and critical discourse analysis.
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