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Tense in the Headline

The Headline of the news is a particular language and the soul of the
newspaper. It conveys the content of the news with its unique manner of writing
and highly polished words. And the headline of the news must share the
following characteristics: concise, striking, general and witty. When we
approach English newspapers and periodicals for the first time, we may find the
headline is not easily understood as we assumed. Then, why do we encounter a
lion in the way when we get contact with English news at the very start? It is
because the headline has its own regularity and characteristics. So it is vital to
know the formation and features of the headlines if we want to have a better
understanding of the newspaper.

Generally speaking, there are four forms of expression: simple present

tense, infinitive, present participle and past participle.
1. Use of simple present tense

Most of the headlines may use the simple present tense, although, in fact,
most of the reported events happened in the past. To make readers feel it is
“fresh news” rather than “the old lore”, the present tense is commonly used,
which can express both the events that are happening and have just occurred.
Thus, the report can give the readers a stronger sense of freshness, reality and

immediacy. For example:
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Leaders Highlight Common Interests

President Hu Jintao and his US counterpart George W. Bush yesterday
highlighted common interests and areas for co-operation to keep Sino-US
relations on track.

( China Daily, Nov. 21,2005)

China Faults Workers for Gas Accident
China said that negligence by gas — well workers was responsible for an
accident that spewed toxic fumes over villages in southeast China and killed 233
people.
( The New York Times, Jan. 3,2004)

Democrats Plan to Air (to make known) Ads Across More States

WASHINGTON — With the first 2004 presidential contests just weeks
away, several democratic candidates are expanding their television advertising to
states. ...

(The Boston Globe yJan. 1,2004)

2. Use of Infinitive

In most cases, the simple future tense is not always used in the headline.
“Be to do something” is quite often used to refer to a future arrangement, a plan
or things which is going to happen. And “be” is often omitted here. For
example:

In Agreement with South Korea, US to Move Troops from Seoul

WASHINGTON — The United States and South Korea reached a formal
agreement on Friday on a plan to move all American military forces....

(China Daily , July 24, 2004)

Satellites to “ Improve Forecasting”
The first of four weather satellites to be launched before 2013 could go into
orbit next year, a weather official said yesterday.

(China Daily, Nov. 21, 2005)
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3. Use of present participle

In the news headlines the present participle may directly express the action
or the event that is now carrying on. But, the auxiliary verb “be” is usually

omitted. For example:

Exploding Tourism Eroding China’s Riches

DUNHUANG, China — For the growing army of middle class Chinese with
a little extra money to spend, touring their country has become almost as natural
as breathing. Both activities, it turns out, are harming the ancient Buddhist

grottoes. . ..
4. Use of past participle

In the news headlines, the past tense of verb is not often used. In most
cases, it will take the form of past participle, which is actually the passive voice
structure of “be + past participle”. And when we use the passive voice, the

auxiliary verb “be” is usually omitted. For example:

Copter ( helicopter) Shot Down in Iraq
BAGHDAD — Insurgents shot down a US helicopter west of Baghdad on
Friday.... ‘

(USA Today, Oct. 23, 2002)

Bus Blast in Israel Condemned
Foreign Minister spokesman Liu Jianchao said yesterday that China strongly
condemns the Monday bus blast in northern Israel that killed 14 people....
(China Daily, Oct. 23,2002)
The past participle in the headlines may express the passive voice of both the
past tense and the present tense according to its logical meaning. It all depends

on the content of the news.
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Germany Dump Diego Maradona and Argentina Out
By Dominic Fifield

World Cup Quarter-Finals: Argentina 0 : 4 Germany
Germany: Miiller 3,Klose 68,Friedrich 74,Klose 89

If it had indeed been the will of God that Argentina should claim this World
Cup, then Diego Maradona must feel utterly abandoned now. Germany’ s
staggering and irresistible progress through this tournament has propelled them
yet again beyond fancied opposition. This was a slaughter to leave El Diego
numbed and close to tears on the touchline. His dream has died.

He may concede this to have
been another jaw-dropping master-
class in incisive counterattacking
football with which Argentina could
not compete. Joachim Léw’s team
may have lacked the star names of

their South American rivals, but

they were always the more
dangerous side here, with the scoreline, even at 4 ¢ 0, anything but flattering.
Youthful zest combines with purring ability and tactical discipline in their
approach. After this victory, Germany will be undaunted at the prospect of
playing either Paraguay or even Spain in the semi-finals. The momentum and
conviction is all theirs.

In Bastian Schweinsteiger they boasted this contest’s most dominant force,
his personal display summed up by his contribution to Germany’s third goal as
he bustled beyond Angel Di Maria, Javier Pastore and Gonzalo Higuain’s
half-hearted challenges before pulling back for Arne Friedrich to bundle home.

Michael Ballack, the absent Germany captain, leapt in celebration in the stands.
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In the veteran’s absence, this side is outmanoeuvring all-comers. They appear
unstoppable.

The Germans had picked up where they left off against England, their slick
exchanges sweeping downfield as Argentinian players gasped in their vapour
trails. VPhilipp Lahm was a blur of energy down the right, a permanent outlet for
team-mates to spread the play. Lukas Podolski was just as energetic down the
opposite flank and, even if Mesut Ozil flitted in and out of the contest in his free
role, Schweinsteiger set the side’s rhythm and dominated central midfield.

The Bayern Munich midfielder was authoritative where Javier Mascherano
could only appear flustered. It was Schweinsteiger’ s early free-kick, conceded
after Nicolds Otamendi’s late lunge on Podolski, that was flicked in by Miiller
who had slipped away from the right-back to glance a header through Sergio
Romero. Maradona was all animated frustration though, at the interval, he may
have been relieved. The Germans should have added a second while Argentina
dawdled, Miroslav Klose skying over a shot from an:unchallenged position near
the penalty spot after Gabriel Heinze’s error and Miiller’s pull-back.

The menace had been all
German, the South Americans ’
anxiety prompting a huddle just
inside the mouth of the tunnel as
they sought wurgency with the
intrusive television cameras shoved

away b}" Martin Demichelis. That

briefly spurred them on, Lionel
Messi and Carlos Tevez upping their tempo in a bid to undermine the German
back line, though Léw’s side were happy to let their opponents ping their passes
at arm’s length with little space behind for the tricky forwards to exploit.

The chances created were ambitious rather than truly threatening, Manuel
Neuer claiming from Higuain, Tevez and Di Maria with the winger battering
beyond the far post when he did beat the goalkeeper. Yet, as their desperation
grew, so too did Germany’s threat on the break. A ramshackle back line was
duly pierced for a second time as the grounded Miiller conjured a hooked pass to

liberate Podolski, with his centre beyond Nicolds Burdisso tapped into the gaping
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net by Klose.

Thereafter, this took on the appearance of a rout with Friedrich’s third
followed in the dying seconds by Klose’s 52nd international goal on his 100th
appearance. Messi, in contrast, ended this tournament goalless. As Argentina
lament, so Germany dare to dream.

(Guardian, July 3, 2010)
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2. Diego Armando Maradona: %X - &% - TR EHEAFRERRZZ A BIANE
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3. Joachim Low: [ %1} « By X BEMEER EBRA E#H % . HEF T 2010 ettt FAHH
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4. Bastian Schweinsteiger: { R A MMM H W R M. BREFBH/ESDE". BH
Schwein X AMAFE MR B REMER, FTUBRE B ERX BRI, b 2E RS BRAERRHK
BHBAERRAZ — BN RIARBEEERED A PEABRFHRAZ —. HWREEFH
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New Words and Phrases

dump v. to get rid of; discard i ;313

staggering adj. causing great astonishment, amazement, or dismay; overwhelming 4 A
KA TR EH R RF RN

propel v. to cause to move forward or onward #Ef : {# (A FTFE Sh Mk & B 3

concede v. to acknowledge, often reluctantly, as being true, just, or proper; admit &

WEHEEAFEREN - RAK AERGER
flattering adj. BPRKY, WWARER, ERKH, (HRPOLEFEXW

undaunted adj. not discouraged or disheartened; resolutely courageous JGE 1 : At S B,
AR B2 T BB

bustle v. to move or cause to move energetically and busily Z&4t- , R FH 3| ER
it B 3B 3l

slick adj. deftly executed; adroit Bv T :; RTI W

downfield adj. to, into, or in the defensive team’s end of the field Rij3%: ZE HHUBISF 5
—i

flank n. a lateral part or side 31 % &5 il @

fluster v. to make or become nervous or upset {f ‘B 7K , AL : B Bk ER

dawdle v. to take more time than necessary 8 %% B+ [A] , #i ZE

penalty n. a punishment, handicap, or loss of advantage imposed on a team or

competitor for infraction of a rule [iEFZsh) FIK.F14, S T H: KB HES
XF AR HR B € BA B 3E 3 BT e A4 A8 5 | RS SRR & 44
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menace n. a possible danger; a threat g i} : 0] fE & 4 Z G K ; B
prompt v. to move to act; spur; incite B¢l ¥ % : FF 41T 30 s ¥ s W
huddle n. a densely packed group or crowd, as of people or animals B4 , B£& . FHH
HFR—EAR—8, MARZY
spur v. to incite or stimulate Hl| ¥ , ¥ %
ramshackle adj. so poorly constructed or kept up that disintegration is likely; rickgty 335
P -BEMRFEBREUETER TS BEN: BERRE:
lament v. to express sorrow or regret 3 iAkIE{5EL R G

Spain Survive Brutal Final to Become Champions

Andres Iniesta’ s extra-time goal denies Holland in a showdown marred by
14 yellow cards and a sending-off

By Paul Haywar

— -~
]

Spain’s captain lker Casillas lifts the World Cup trophy.
Photograph: Dylan Martinez/Reuters

This World Cup ended the way the modern South Africa began 16 years ago:
with Nelson Mandela its star. Possibly the final reward of Mandela’ s great
political life was to pay a brief visit to the Johannesburg cauldron where Spain
lifted the trophy for the first time with a goal in the 116th minute of a sometimes
brutal encounter with Holland.

A tournament that was all about harmony produced an acrimonious finish as

the Dutch attempted to stop, by brute force, Spain becoming the game’s eighth



