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Lady, Are You Rich

Anonymous

They huddled inside the storm door—two children in ragged outgrown coats.

“Any old papers, lady?”

I was busy. I wanted to say no—until I looked down at their feet. Thin little sandals,
sopped with sleet.

“Come in and I'll make you a cup of hot cocoa.”

There was no conversation. Their soggy sandals left marks upon the hearthstone. I
served them cocoa and toast with jam to fortify against the chill outside. Then I went back to
the kitchen and started again on my household budget.

The silence in the front room struck through to me. I looked in. The girl held the empty
cup in her hands, looking at it. The boy asked in a flat voice, “ Lady... are you rich?”

“Am I rich? Mercy, no!” I looked at my shabby slipcovers.The girl put her cup back in
its saucer carefully.

“Your cups match your saucers.”

Her voice was old, with a hunger that was not of the stomach. They left then, holding
their bundles of papers against the wind. They hadn’t said thank you. They didn’t need to.
RREXBRER
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They had done more than that. Plain blue pottery cups and saucers. But they matched.
I tested the potatoes and stirred the gravy. Potatoes and brown gravy, a roof over our
heads, my man with a good steady job—these things matched, too.
I moved the chairs back from the fire and tidied the living room. The muddy prints of

small sandals were still wet upon my hearth. I let them be. I want them there in case I ever

forker again how very rich I am.




Ze W L BRI HE R

AEH A

A KR HIRES3S T RN UG A T thig18 s T e R K
5 Ui R MR Y — R AE . T R B A9 R EE A9 Al AR 5 (24 L& 8P L 224
INLZ D ZAh L) w LR B, b E R AR (B2 R )R i A 2 S 1 2%
R AAR A

3AERT, FE12H — I8 B T4 AT H 8% 1 L LK H 2/ EHL" (X R K AR b 1
PROF), TR Bt — Bend [a], b — EHT H R H R RO Z i B Rk ok,

“F/NEE AT — A F Y Do L I Gt X R B, K H Rz i I O R AR
A, RRFNE A — 0 BB ALYy, YR B IR R IX 4 K TR RS EE 151G
DY A AH O A 7 40 R Y — i AOR & B IR 2R T T FRCE 49 3 — By AL it 2 X A
— A HEFER MR R EREES, 7

Wt AT — 9K T 2 pORY RS WA B L RF B T, — A ROR AR £ B SR A5 R IR Ky
PRtk RRAEINS . AR XUAR B AR B, B A o2 4 . FRIC 15 2k 9 B 752 /DLl 2 B MO
9, s B ANBR S0 RO QYL RETS i, 7

ZARAR 7T TP R A i e R o — MR SR R LD B AL IR 4R
T LA TS E LN, (AR RE R H R, IR MR A 5 | i b
E—-HiHRR B e S o7 o b aldn R Y L BB BIIX 4 BT AH i ik i X 3R
RE M RELERGER ERRE D T—H T X, X —E Ml T E R,
MRE RSB T "

& ML (] AEL B AR A LURG AR A 2By, IR LA 35 T, 75 O A e R AN Gk i B T
BB LA MR AESE - JaRAFEM IR ARE T o RERIRAT 20T 2 U i
B, A HCR /N R IT R T L RS F A A AR R R

SLBEXERER

Classic English-Sentiment Series 4



i RYG5%
Soup to Soul

RUTENRER) — 7, FRILF R 5% 5, imaE —
SESEFRAR R U g, FRAE R, FL B
MBI AN, AR AL AR S BB R Ok 3K
/IR — i F WG s REAE 18 B, TR BT
EMTIRT, B RIT , B B 0 i
e b R ERERIL T, RS A
AL PR R K, IR R EAS I
B, (B-UIEE Tk, i kom & 3 %
o
EAE VR, i 8 /NR IR AR TL AR IS K il
RAMBIT T A, BEREX L, i 9 7H K BE 1T
H——FRHITE 33X TH K AR R 5 25 1 B AL g
YA /NR R TR, RN THE RS A
ATHIE N K H o R EE, B
g, — Bk e a9y A A
AR FE ! TATELGS B — D MR REAL
PIne, BEAIR A PR B G g — B — . IR AR e SR A SR T
W B & F RO AN ZOLX 25, TR BAR Y, (ERFRAT BB IL 4R — A ki
HEMICZ HH A —AE— e ?
EAAATBTBER), A B F R, 2 A 1 355 VR B i (9 U A ) 2% ) s L G
Jei R 25 R 1t — A Do R ek e o i R RAS TR R L M T O B Sk T A
(P 1, 5 LART B9 ARRR AR 5 AL, 3 FEFE Il 788 4 e Sk MU 7 547 117 (19 IR b XU —— — i &
AW A ORI, B2 A F M, A RECRMEEMSRE T T kK
MR LB AN — /ML R B9 B 1 1 K5 S AR 08 P TR 3 5 52 ) 3 AR e | 3R
MK H R A T A 22 55, FI2EA (BB ARt [ 5 45 55 R $H R
RIS R0 TR, SE0ET RR R , v SRR FR AT T A AL AT R AL IR . ZE TR AN
M2 e RN E FERBFEAMMH T8 R H R R SR RS T F ok, 6
ErkEmEA,



RS HATAETRIER T FERAVE R, XA R E LR, EAMRESE
HA LMW T EROEEE S, BREFENAMBZLG?

SEUET AT R, AR H W BER O RS & T EHEA L BT E R
SCHREATT BRI BT AR SOBUCATT AN RS R AR T B & . XX A 7K H
aH , “fH AR e S5 ALY A S AR I

SRR, AT ERGE BN - AR, BN AN U K H R S
56,285 B T AT AL B 5 1,

EAC AR R AT, MRS b ) Fe 4 FR K A ME RS it P YRR TH B (H X KR AR
HITH K, fth b e ok O 7 fth Rl 555 AR 25 e, S B S g - et Sl R AR R DR B IR B B | AR
T

WFX ABA RRN T EEEERNT. LREHEEEEAZ AR TR, RiE
RN R T icAZ R e (B, MIRAE DB ML LM G A B E
e S st — A~ S A T 0 A R DN B R R o s/ D R S AL e R R AT A
Mo i FF 7RGy AL 4 . T RE AP SR B 9 I ATAE ALY B 4E b B A & 20 A E R
A4k, FR G2 R AR A

ZLBRTBER

Classic English-Sentiment Series 6



