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PREFACE

The History of Chinese Pottery and Porcelain was compiled through years of ef-
forts by a team of outstandng Chinese scholars and experts under the auspices and coordi-
nation of the Chinese Ceramic Society. The manuscript was first drafted in the year 1979,
but only recently was it finalized after a series of revisions and supplements. Chinese ce-
ramists have long cherished the hope to have a book on the history of China’s ceramics.
This aspiration is finally materialized with the publication of this book which is an out-
standing event in the Chinese ceramics circles and it will also undoutedly arouse the interest
of ceramists in other countries.

China is the most famous country in ceramics. As early as the neolithic age, nearly
8000 years ago, our ancestors have already acquired the pottery-making skill, and the
making of porcelain has been one of the most brilliant achievements of the Chinese working
class in the old days. The production and development of ceramics in China represents an
unique contribution to world civilization. The exquisite craftmanship and time-honoured
tradition in this field which are rarely seen in other countries would deserve Chinese people
to be proud of. As a component part of China’s splendid civilization, the Chinese ceramic
history has naturally became an important discipline of learning in humanity’s material and
cultural history. However, there are relatively few publications on the history of China’s
ceramics written by Chinese scholars.

Following the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, extensive archaeologi-
cal work has been conducted and a wealth of information and materials discovered. At the
same time, with the rapid development of the ceramic imdustry in line with social recon-
struction, many new problems cropped up, which are yet to be solved. For the great num-
ber of people engaged in ceramic research, production, designing, education and cultural-
relics, archaeology, history research and art and design, a book on the history of China’s
pottery and porcelain compiled by Chinese scholars would come in handy as ready refer-
ence. In addition, with the development of archaeological work and the advancement of
scientific research of ceramics, not only are the latest information and materials added to
the history of Chinese pottery and porcelain, but also a materialistic basis is furnished for
the solution of numerous intricate problems in the study of China’s ceramics. With a view

to promoting the study of the Chinese history of pottery and porcelain and summarizing
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and carrying the abundent cultural heritage, the Chinese Ceramic Society decided in 1975
for the interest and demand of ceramists to compile The History of Chinese Pottery and
Porcelain .

There was a tremondous amount of difficult work in arranging and summarizing Chi-
na’s 8000-year history of pottery and porcelain in a limited time and in a short volume, es-
pecially with the constant supply of new materials from under-ground excavations. There-
fore, the only hopeful means to make the work a success is to seek the cooperation from
various fields of ceramics. With the support of the National Bureau of Building Materials
Industry, the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
the Chinese Ceramic Society has, by taking advantages of the specificity of academic na-
ture, involved all organizatons in this compilation work. In fact, many valuable materials,
samples and first -hand information were collected through the efforts of these organiza-
tions and a great amount of substantial basic work has been carried out by them.

The history of Chinese ceramics is a significant part of the cultural heritage of China,
which involves many disciplines of learning. So the study of history is of wide significance.
In that sense, the compilation of this book required close cooperation and assistance of peo-
ple from all walks of life. In the course of compilation, the Chinese Ceramic Society has
gathered historical material and ceramic samples ranging from the neolithic age to Ming
and Qing dynasties through the contributions made by many cultural relic and archaeologi-
cal organizations; research institutes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Ministry of
Light Industry, the National Bureau of Building Materials Industry and many provincial
research organizations and institutes of higher learning, that have conducted numerous sci-
entific determination on these samples and also conducted discussion on the firing technique
from the angle of ceramic technology; investigations have also been conducted on many in-
tricate problems, such as the origin of Chinese porcelain and other key problems, thus, to
make the compilation of this book staying on a more reliable basis.

Ceramics is a kind of product mingling technology and art. Not only it is a materialis-
tic product, it is also a product of cultural appreciation serving to enrich the matenalistic
and cultural life of human race. The designing, decoration, and coloration of glazes are all
related to social economy and culture and often reflect to certain extents the ideas and aspi-
rations of the people. Therefore, organizations and departments of art and design have con-
ducted extensive investigation on the occurrance, development, style, specifics together
with methods, skills, achievements and contributions of ceramic art of several thousands
years. Although the main purpose of this book is to write from a historical perspective, it
is, nevertheless, a more comprehensive book compiled on the basis of sufficient scientific

experimentations, drawn from the results of many researchers of cultural relics and archae-
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ology, ceramic technology and art and design.

Now, The History of Chinese Pottery and Porcelain has come off the press. Never-
theless, it is only the beginning. In compiling this book, many people came to realize that
the aspects involved in the history of Chinese pottery and porcelain are very wide and it is
impossible to cover the details of all related fields only through cultural relics, archaeology,
technology and art design. It involves a wealth of information on China’s economic histo-
ry, including China’s history of material and cultural civilization as well as many issues in
the history of cultural exchange between China and other countries. And there are still
many problems requiring further exploration and reconsideration even though a lot of work
have been done in this respect. Due to insufficient material and incomplete investigation,
negligence and careless omissions are unavoidable. Some of the chapters or sections may
have to be extended;the wording and writing styles in some chapters or sections have left

something to be desired. All these call for further improvement in the revised version of

this book.

The Chinese Ceramic Society
July, 1982
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