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Preface

Silk brocade is a great ancient Chinese invention. Since ancient times, China has been world—famous for its
elaborate silk fabrics. They were sold to the West via the Silk Road in the Han Dynasties. The ancient Greeks and
Romans honored China as the land of séres (Greek for silk). Legend has it that Julius Caesar liked wearing “silk
robes™. In a sense, silk civilization is a major contribution to the human race. Of all Chinese silk fabrics, Nanjing
brocade represents the topmost craftsmanship.

Nanjing brocade started in the Six Dynasties, with a history of over 1 500 years. It is the product of the merge
of silk technology of northern and southern nationalities. It is so named for its gorgeous cloud-like colors. It is one
of the three brocades of China, the other two being age—long Shu brocade of Chengdu and Song brocade of Suzhou
that started in the Southern Dynasties. Regrettably, the Shu and Song brocades are now footnotes in history after
their vicissitudes. Only Nanjing brocade has survived the numerous generations for its great vigor. Its manufacturing
technology is a living fossil that has remained from the history of silk weaving. For long, scholars have studied some
aspects of Nanjing brocade, the gem of China. Encouraging pioneer work is evident in many publications.

Now, before my eyes is Nanjing Brocade of China, edited by Qinghua University School of Fine Arts professor
Huang Nengfu, Nanjing Brocade Research Institute director Wang Baolin and Nanjing Publishing House vice —
president Xiao Zemin. This work takes a further step from previous studies. In a nutshell, it has three major
features, in terms of form and content.

First, 1t starts a new structure for Nanjing brocade studies. The book includes more than 200 choice
photographs out of 600 in a nationwide collection, arranged in three sections: Origins and Evolution; Scientific and
Technological Connotations;  Cultural and Artistic Value. For one thing, precious photographs unveil Nanjing
brocade in its origins, development, zenith and fall. Then, photographs of its four types, palace satin brocade, palace
goldthread brocade,  gold/silver —woven brocade and zhuanghua brocade reveal the accomplishment of Nanjing
brocade technology. The last section of the book is a restatement of the luxury and grandeur of Nanjing brocade with
its patterns each of a profound message, the dragon, the phoenix, the lotus, the fish, the pomegranate, and so forth.

Second, 1t includes rich new information about Nanjing brocade. Picture information comes from the Palace
Museum (Beijing), the Mountain Resort Museum (Chengde, Hebei), the Potala Palace(Tibet), Qinghua University
School of Fine Arts, the Museum of the Ming Tombs (Beijing), Nanjing Brocade Research Institute, the Museum of
Nanjing and the City Museum of Nanjing. In a sense, major photographs of brocade are available in this book. It is
by far the most comprehensive and in—depth study of its kind.

Third, it proposes new views based on recent findings, and so clarifies certain issues of history. For example,
the idea that brocade originated in the Warring States period, the idea that brocade first appeared in Nanjing during
the Wu state of the Three Kingdoms, the idea that its name is attributable to the Western Jin, and the idea that
brocade is the product of northern and southern cultural fusion of the period, are all unique.

In addition, the photographs in this book are not limited to brocade material. The editors, with their wide
vision, refresh brocade by looking at it against political, economic, cultural and military backgrounds and related
historical figures. Here, brocade is not merely elaborate silk fabrics; it abounds in testimonies of history with its rich
connotations and artistic charm, and strongly shakes people living in the image age. It should be noted that the
English and Japanese translations, along with Chinese, are significant to promoting Nanjing brocade to other
countries.

To conclude, Nanjing Brocade of China is a great work of scientific, informative and intellectual interest. Not
only will it promote the protection and use of Nanjing brocade, but it will also be of great reference to those who
study brocade and related silk fabries.

L1 Xifan
March 15, 2003
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elaborate silk fabrics. They were sold to the West via the Silk Road in the Han Dynasties. The ancient Greeks and
Romans honored China as the land of séres (Greek for silk). Legend has it that Julius Caesar liked wearing “silk
robes”. In a sense. silk civilization is a major contribution to the human race. Of all Chinese silk fabrics, Nanjing
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of silk technology of northern and southern nationalities. It is so named for its gorgeous cloud-like colors. It is one
of the three brocades of China, the other two being age—long Shu brocade of Chengdu and Song brocade of Suzhou
that started in the Southern Dynasties. Regrettably, the Shu and Song brocades are now footnotes in history after
their vicissitudes. Only Nanjing brocade has survived the numerous generations for its great vigor. Its manufacturing |
technology is a living fossil that has remained from the history of silk weaving. For long, scholars have studied some
aspects of Nanjing brocade, the gem of China. Encouraging pioneer work is evident in many publications.

Now, before my eyes is Nanjing Brocade of China, edited by Qinghua University School of Fine Arts professor
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president Xiao Zemin. This work takes a further step from previous studies. In a nutshell, it has three major
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its patterns each of a profound message, the dragon, the phoenix, the lotus, the fish, the pomegranate. and so forth.

Second. it includes rich new information about Nanjing brocade. Picture information comes from the Palace
Museum (Beijing), the Mountain Resort Museum (Chengde, Hebei), the Potala Palace(Tibet), Qinghua University
School of Fine Arts, the Museum of the Ming Tombs (Beijing), Nanjing Brocade Research Institute, the Museum of
Nanjing and the City Museum of Nanjing. In a sense, major photographs of brocade are available n this book. It 1s
by far the most comprehensive and in—depth study of its kind.

Third, it proposes new views based on recent findings, and so clarifies certain issues of history. For example,
the idea that brocade originated in the Warring States period, the idea that brocade first appeared in Nanjing during
the Wu state of the Three Kingdoms, the idea that its name is attributable to the Western Jin, and the idea that
brocade is the product of northern and southern cultural fusion of the period, are all unique.

[n addition, the photographs in this book are not limited to brocade material. The editors, with their wide
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connotations and artistic charm, and strongly shakes people living in the image age. It should be noted that the
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