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Introduction

Anyue Grotto of “Ancient, Many, Fine, Beautiful”, the pearl of Chinese grotto art, establishes a new
school in the Chinese grotto art history, as well as the transitional period between Yungang, Longmen and Dazu
Grotto.

Anyue, also called Puzhou in ancient time, located in the middle of Sichuan basin, where was the fortress
of Ba and Shu (ancient Sichuan), as well as the link of Chengdu and Chonqing. According to County Annual of
Anyue (Qianlong’s edition), the establishment of counties started from Qin Dynasty. Shu become popular in
Han Dynasty then established Yizhou”. And according to County Annual of Anyue (Daoguang’s edition), there
is no unification for Jun (Prefecture), Zhou (State) and Xian (County) before Han Dynasty where reformed
seldom. Ancient Anyue belonged to the areas of four counties of Zizhong (nowadays Ziyang), Niubing (nowadays
Jianyang), Dianjiang (nowadays Hechuan) and Deyang (nowadays Suining). In Xiaoliang of Southern Dynasty
(479—557 A.D.), it belonged to Puci Jun (Prefecture). In Jiande Year 4 of Northern Zhou Dynasty (575 A.D)),
counties such as Puzhou, Anyue and Duoye were established up. Puzhou and Anyue, which governed the
same city and gone through the dynasties of Sui, Tang, Wudai, Song, Yuan, Ming, Qing, and Minguo, till the
establishment of thg:People’s Republic of China, with more than 1400 years’ history, had not changed its county
locus although moved its county territory with the vicissitude of Jun, Zhou and Xian in history.

Anyue Grotto is the general name of Cave (shrine) Cliffside Sculptures, Stone Sculptures, Stone Carved
Buddhist Scriptures and each kinds of stone inscriptions related to religions in Anyue County. Anyue Grotto
Sculptures started in Sui Dynasty, prevailed in Tang Dynasty, continued from Wudai Dynasty, Song Dynasty
till to Ming, Qing Dynasty and Minguo. Cliffside Sculptures of Jianzi Mountain, which belonged to Anyue
County at first, then belonged to Dazu Baoshan Village, with the inscription of “Yonghui” ( 650-655 A.D. )
and “Qianfeng” (666-668 A.D.), is the earliest inscriptions of Anyue Grotto. Xuanmiao Taoism Temple of Stele
Established by Datang Emperor for the Mysterious and Great View of Saint Mountain Xuanmiao Temple has
the record of “Tang Kaiyuan Year Six” (A.D.718). The No. 50 Shrine Statue of Sleeping Buddha Yard imprinted
“Yangyi from the Furong Village, Lezhi County, Puzhou, builds Thousand Buddha for worship in Kaiyuan 11th
Year (A.D.723)". These inscriptions which proved that the 500 years from Year 7 A.D. to middle twelfth century
is the prosperous and development time for Anyue Grotto Art.

There are 149 Cliffside Sculptures with cultural relic preservation value in Anyue County, within which
there are 8 national protection units, 6 provincial protection units and 21 county protection units. There are
more than 100 thousand sculptures (including Round Sculpture), more than 100 statues of above 3 meters high,
more than 40 statues of above 5 meters high, one statue of 16 meters and one statue of 21.3 meter. Ministry of
Culture of PRC publicized that Anyue County is “Folk Art Town in China (Grotto Art)” in 1999.

Anyue Grotto, gives priority to Buddhist Statue, is the vector of religious art which unified Confucianism,
Taoism and Buddhism statues. There is mostly Exoteric Buddhism in the North, and Esoteric Buddhism in
the South. The Buddha, Bodhisattva, Disciple, Heavenly King, Warrior, Flying Fairy, and lots of stories about
religion change which caved in the Shrine Cave reflected the Buddhist world and the folk life of ancient China.
The profile and scenic sculptures are vivid with fine technique, which is the valuable relics of ancient sculpture
art and the precious evidence for ancient religious art research and sculpture history.

Anyue Sleeping Buddha Yard is the two largest stone inscriptions in China. Cliff inscriptions of sutra in
the 15 sutra-grottos of Sleep Buddha Yard were, with the areas of 154 square meters, as many as 20 sutra books
of 70 volumes and 310 thousand words. The character of sutra, types of running script and regular script with
the size 1~2 centimeters, is neat and smooth, extremely showed the inscription calligraphy of Wei Dynasty and
regular script of Tang Dynasty. The clear sutras are mainly Lotus Sutra, Mahaparinirvana Sutra, Sutra of Buddha’s
Name, The Prajna Paramita Sutra and Da Fangbian Fo Bao'en Jing. Some stone inscriptions even recorded the

year, the name of translator, table of sutra and inscriptions contents, which is very precious evidence for the



research of Chinese Classic Sutra, sutra edition proofreading, calligraphy history and character history.

Followed the promulgating route of Chinese Buddha of some large-scale grotto statues such as Yungang,
Longmen and Maiji Mountain, Anyue Grotto introduced into Guanyuang, Bazhong, Mianyang of Sichuan
Province and then Anyue along Fujiang River Basin. Therefore, the Sleeping Buddha Yard, Thousand- Buddha
Village, Xuanmiao Temple and Huangjiao Buddha of First and Middle Tang Dynasty in Anyue mostly centralized
the northeast areas of Suining and Lezhi nowadays. The Cave of Hull Enlightenment, Jinghui Rock, Gaosheng
Large Buddha, Yantang Temple, Yunfeng Temple, Tower Slope, Bodhisattva Bay and Lingyou Yard of Middle and
late Tang Dynasty to Wudai Dynasty gradually developed to the middle and south of the county. Southern and
Northern Dynasty Grottos such as Bilu Cave, Huayan Cave, Mingshan Temple and Peacock Cave concentrated
the southeast areas near to Chongging Dazu. Grotto Temple developed from the northwest to southeast of the
county mainly concentrated in 32 towns, forming three points of one line.

Anyue Grotto which influenced by grotto of the north, the middle, as well as Guangyuan and Bazhong,
excavated in the maturated time of the north and middle grotto in our country, is the preeminent representation
of Buddhist Grotto becoming the Chinese characteristics gradually. Anyue Grotto, taking Sichuan Esoteric
Buddhism and its related local topic as the representative such as Liu Benzun, is the earliest typical sculpture
of normal Chinese in our country, which is not only provide new materials for history research of Esoteric
Buddhism, but also put forward new topic for Buddhist archaeology. The “Cultivation Pictures” of “Sichuan
Esoteric Buddhism” Hierarch Liu Benzun, carved in Northern Song Dynasty, shows the whole process of life,
cultivation, and becoming Buddha of Liu Benzun with pictures and literal explanation. It is a unique, historical
representative of realism with exquisite technique of local Northern Song Dynasty.

Anyue Grotto, created and developed with the combination of foreign culture and classical culture,
leaned off the pattern of foreign culture. The images of grotto almost included classical Buddhist topic and the
main topic of Taoism such as Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. The apery of Buddha amd Bodhisattva of
traditional Buddhism is not stiff, continued the tradition with creation, which created a new school in Chinese
grotto art.

Different from the grotto sculptures in Northern which sculpt big statue in a big excavated cave, Anyue
Grotto is formed the unique religious culture and grotto art of Southern China for its numerous sculpture units
and large scaled grotto statues, acting as circumstances permit with one mountain, one gully and one stone as
unit, some of which is grand magnificent relaying on the cliff, some of which is cell-like, distributed in each town
and village.

Anyue Grotto is forward realism and refinement in its sculpting technique. With the technique such as
half round carve, high relief, hollow-typed carve, line-carved and hidden-carved, the carving masters combined
point and dimension, creating perfectly the God, Buddha and Bodhisattva with kind appearance, the Nryanas
and Warriors with anamorphic and fierce appearance and muscle. Thousands of portraits are different from
each other. The pictures of vivid ancient architectures, trees, flowers, beasts, fowls and social features displayed
the social life at that time artistically. Anyue Grotto, with the appearance of humanism, secularization and
vivification, not only changed the early image of Buddha and Bodhisattva who must sitting rightly with solemn
appearance, but created new image for Buddha who sitting on one side with smile and for Bodhisattva who
standing on one side kindly or searing cross-legged, which promoted the grotto development to its peak.

Anyue Grotto with great historical, art research and development value, the wisdom embodiment
of ancient Anyue People, which made a great contribution to the development of Chinese Religion Culture,
national civilization, regional civilization and sculpture art, is the treasure of grotto art of our country and the

precious relics of historical culture.
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at the gate of No. 50 and No. 51 Shrine in Thousand Buddha Village (Tang Dynasty)
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